LOST, A PEARLE
Mrs. Georgie Shelden

CHAPTER XXXIH
The Doctor’s Story

“Before 1 begin story,” the
young doctor began, “allow in-
troduce myseli to you. My name is
George Murdock; I am a sician,
and my residence s in London,
where I have been practicing the |
last five years; how I happen to be
here just at this time, you will soon
learn. I suppose, according to the
laws of our country, I have been
guilty of a very wrong thing: and
yet, in doing what [ have dane, I was
actuated only by the most humane
feelings.

“It has been my tice during my
residence in Lo to is the
morgue whenever 1 heard of an un-
usual accident, hoping to increase my
stock of information thereby and
benefit other sufferers. Hearing of
the railway casualty which occurred
more than a year ago, and to which
you have referred, I visited the mor-
gue early the following morning, and
found the body of the girl who had
been the only victim. I cannot des-
cribe to you my feelings as I looked
upon the lovely un'ortunate. A

strange thrill went tingling through
all my nerves, and a feeling of bitter

rebellion arose in my heart against
the sad fate that had slain her and
sent her to that place to be gazed
upon by the idle and curious.

“It was early, as [ said. 1 was the
first one who had come there that
morning, for which I have always
been thankful; for, 1 fear, I should
never have had the nerve to do what
I did in the presence of a prying
throng. I went alone into the room
where she lay, so white and still, and
so delicately beautiful, and stood

gazing upon her, wondering who she
could be, and if the news of her un-
timely end would reach her friends
and they come to claim her, before
.she should begin to grow hideous and

wrepulsive. She lay as if asleep. Her
abundant hair had become loosened,
and rippled over her shoulders and
bosom in great luxuriant waves, and

was as smooth and glossy as satin.
Her face was rounded and fair, and
very, very fair to look upon, cxcept-
ing a bruise far up on one side of the

forehead. Her lips were slightly
parted, showing the even rows of
white teeth between, and one hand
rested upon her breast: the other
lay by her side, and 1 noticed upon

the third finger of this a broad gold
tand.

‘She has been married, I said to
myself ; and then I observed that she
was clad in black—her dress and man-

tle, also her bonnet and veil, which
lay beside her, were all black A
young widow, perhaps’ 1 thought,
though there was no crape to indi- |
cate deep mourning; and then the
feeling impressed me that perhaps
she had no friends, perhaps was
alone in the world; she might even
be one of those unfortunate ones who
discouraged with life and rendered
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eczema in my hand for about five
years. 1 tried a great many remedies,

but found that while some of them
ckocked it, none curpd it permanently. |
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her own death. !
“I involuntar took in mine one of [
the soft, white hands which scemed |
like wax outliner against the de »
Il.l:u‘k of her dress; and it was a be ull— !
!I’li”“. shaped hand. To my ~’zrw’l‘~x- :
1t was not rigid, as I had expected to .
find it, but soft and pliable ali ;‘\
i my own; and, as I looked, a mrnl
like the piercing of a knife shot
through me—one of the slender

fingers twitched!
‘It is but the result of n

- - J it
nation,” 1 said, chiding

interest in the case, and there might
be a long delay that would be fatal
to the faint promise of life that
almost lifeless form. No one had
come to claim the body ; indeed, her
friends might be living a long dis-
tance from London, even if she had
any; if I left her there and said noth-
ing, I should go away fecling guilty
of murder. Whatever I did I must do
quickly, and it was then, on the im-
pulse of the moment, that I resolved
to do a bold thing. I never stopped
to consider what the consequences
would be if my act was discovered.
I only thought of bringing back to
life to that beautiful, unknown girl,
whose face had impressed me as no
other had ever done.

in

“l went out to the authorities and
claimed her as mine—my sister; and
I think they never once doubted my
word, for my white face and tremb-
ling tones had all the appearance of
grief and horror over a fate so ter-
rible to a relative. [ have often
been troubled since, when thinking
of the distress of the real friends,
should any come to claim her, but
I have never for one moment regret-
ted the step I took.

“l had her conveyed at once to my
own humble homewhere, after re-
lating my story to my mother, she

joined me heart and hand in my ef-
forts to resuscitate the apparently
lifeless girl. We were rewarded,

long and arduous labor;;
pended animation was re stored;
and swallowed

sts-

atter

the

girl breathed, moved,
the restoratives we gave her, but
showed no signs of consciousness. A

tedious brain fever followed this, and
many times we despaired of her life;

but my mother is an excellent nurse,
and to her our patient owes her life:

was a tough struggle, however,
ul\vu n life and death; but she had
evidently been in perfect health at,
the time of the accident, and she had
also a strong and vigorous constitu-
tion, so she at last rallied and
began to recover physically, but, to
my dismay. I found that her reason
was wrecked—she was an idiot!

“1 could not account for it at hrst;
the bruise upon her head had not
been severe enough to cause either
death or idiocy : there were no other
injuries that were very scvere, and
her sickness could not have produced
any such fatal results. In only one
wav. | reasoned, could it have been
caused, and that must have been the
shock and fright she experienced on
perceiving, as she supposed, that she
must be killed.

“She has been very sweet and
tractive in her imbecility; the
been nothing repul tbout her con-
dition. She has never been strong
since her sickness, and demands con
stant care and atte ntion; 1 she has
been so sweetly patent,
lovable, that my mother
growi to love her most tenderly l
have d a theory of my own all
through her illness. although I have
1neve v“u\\m expression to it u itil to
day | have read of mnstances wher |
imbecility was ¢ aused by some shock
or fright, and the recovery was pro-
duced in a like manner. A great
shock had deprived our charge—May
we have called her -of her reason,
and 1 have felt that it was !mn-l)
possible that something w:”xinv\ kind
might restore 1t agaim. Fo-day an

which has led me to

occurred
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