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THE COUNTY PRINTING AND
OTHER MATTERS.,

The Advertiser is again in sore trou-
ble. We have not the old story revam-
wed this time about his being one of the
suffering martyrs for principle, but we
havea kind of round about confession
that he bas heen done out ot the County
Printing and a good round sum of money.
He prefers sweeping charges of rascality
and dishonesty against the Printing
Committee and County Council in gene-
ral, and the publishers of the MERCURY
in particular. Coming from any other
source we would regard this as a serious
charge, but coming from our selfish
little friend, who has peculiar notions
about such matters, and whose ideas of
meum and tuum are, to say the least,
wery confused, we can afford to smile at
them. It will be found on examina-
tion that these charges which are para-
ded with so much ostentation can be
whittled down to a very small point.

Our neighbour's first complaint is that
he did not get the County Printing this
year. Nodoubt ke is disappointed. No
doubt he thinks he should have had the
County Printing, and every other kind
of printing in the County, since Le had
any connc .tion with the “eighteen years
consistent Reform Journal,” — a once
stereo‘yped beast which is now, alas, no

more paraded in big capitals—but-then

the County Council are actuated by n‘l
senso of justice in legislating for the

County, and the public, unfortunately
for the Advertiscr, follow the bent of
their inclination, ‘never caring whether
our grasping and greedy cotemporary
is pleased or not. The Advertisc's ten-
der for the County Printing this year is
. a8 follows : For printing the Minutes 1
_cent per 1000 ems ; for advertising By-
" lawe 1 cent per line each inserziop ; for
printing 1,250 pathmaster'’s schedules,
$2. The tender sent in from the MERCTRY
office was for printing Minutes 5 cents per
1000 ems; advertising By-laws Lalf a
cent per line each insertion; and for
printing 1,250 pathmaster’s échedules,
$5. On first sight it would seem as if
the Adecrtiser’s tender was the lowaest,
and so it is on two of .he smallest items.
But the committée, composed of the War-
den, the Clerk, and Mr, McCurry, took
into account, no doubt, the:difference in
the tenders in the charge of advertising
the By.laws. They had in their mind
that the advertising of one of these by-

laws for three months costs from {40 to |

$050, and that the Lalf-cent less charged
by the MERCURY would more than make
up for the lower figures charged by the
Advertiser on the other two items, and
that thereby the County would be a
Ngainer by accepting our tender. Accord-
ngly they pronounced it the lowest on
the whole, recommended that it be ac
cepted, and their recommendation was
accepted by the Council without question
or comment.  In clarging these gentle-
men with unfairness the Adye
them great injustice.
quainted with them will for a moment
suppose that .they w, e guilty of
wrong doing in such a
matter,
The scrious complaint tle
Adeortiser makes is that we charge full

injustice

or
second

rates for all county work not under con-
fractrates, So we do.
wversally in th
other busin

Soit is done uni-

30 did Mr. Pirie of the
Hirald, good man; for years and years
wh_a be had the County Printing, and
when he used th send in tenders for con-
tract work lower than any yet sent by the
MERCURY:  And so, we may be sure,
he Advecrtiser do also, if somecon-
sgionate Printing Committee would on-
ly give him the chance. It is wonderful
how self-gacrificing the Advertiseri
paper, but never yet in practice that we
ever heard of.  With regard to the state-
ment that the late Warden had given an
order without the account being render-
ed, we would state that he did so, but he
made himself sure before he did o that
there svas more work done than would
cover that amount by a good deal. The
sertion that other sums were paid with-
out dur order is catirely false.  Our ac-
® Were sentin at the usual time,
to,and paid. The Ad r
Le makes a strong point wh
it we charged $171
but be tuok good care mot to te
readers that this advt, was theno
ent lands list for sale, which o
three columns, clc et, of the Weckly
MERcURY, and which was withdrawn by
the Council after we had gone to great
trouble to put it in type, and spent over
$00 for figures and type required e
venture to say that that adve. oce
Jidf the space in the” MERC t ]
'would have done had the Advcrfis r had
the setting and inserting of it,and of course
a8 such advts.are charged: by the space
occupied the cost tothe County is only
half what it otherwise would have been,
Our coutemw porary blames the late War-
den very much for not
for t} Ivt. But what will our readers
8ay when we tell them that the proy
$or of Advcrtiscr went to the Warden,
1 him to hate ¢
citiser., No wor
and if the. Warden had
quest, we would not ha
now: And yet he has
talk of tend
that the

f tenders then,

back him u

So

o makejout g

olting out sofme error in the prit

of last year's minutes. H Y

find-that the equalized valu
ble property in the county is’ set

down as 907, but in adding th

amourts he equalized valy

wunicipality I found it to b

thus showirg an error of &

have tried all the powers of

on these figurcs, and can't

ence of one cent between t)

ing
ik |

rat

the sixth year we bave done the county |
we have |

m

priming, and in all that t

as to the way it was ¢

printing as well as inevery | |

ng for tenders |*

8 advt, put in

satisfaction expressed st the general ac-
curacy and neatness ot the work.

We deem these explanations due to
the County Council and the public. We
court the fullestinquiry into the matter on
the part of theCounty council. Atthe same
time we have all along held that the sys:
tem of asking for tenders is not the best
the CountyCouncil could adopt. Much the
better plan to all concerned would be to
fix fair standard prices for all work re-
quired, and give the prioting to each
office in turn. But go long as the system
of tendering is pursued, the Advertiser
must take his chance with the rest, and
when he fails to succeed, he should not
cry and blubber over it like a child.

We intended also to say something in
reply to a letter in Monday's Advertiser,
written by some scatter-brained fool in
that office, in regard to our statement of
Saturday about job printing in Guelph,
but we bave only room for a very few
words. We have repeated here the often
before made assertion that we solicit sub-
scribers on the score of nationality. It
is false in every respect. The object in
making such an unfounded statement is
no doubt to raise a prejudice against the
MERCURY. But it has failed in the ef-
fect before, nor will it succeed now. We
publish a paper which is worth the mo-
ney charged for it, and because the pub-
lic—of whatever nationality—think so,
they take and prefer it to the Advertiser,
which paper has sadly declined in every
thing requisite for a first-class paper.—
And because itg proprietor cannot com-
pete with us on fair ground, bLe seeks by
every dishonorable means in his power
to retain ‘a. support which is gradually
dwindling down in its proportions. So
be it, and 8o let him continue, for there-
by he is only drawing upon himself the
scorn and conteémpt of every right think-
ing and unprejudiced individual, We
could.say a great deal more about this
letter, and espeeially what is said therein
about job printing, but we merely say
now that we invite comparison on that
score. We never yet had our printing
returned on our hands as the Advertiser
has had, and we never yet printed work
which, when taken home, the parties or-
dering it were ashamed to send out, but
sent it to be done over again at another
office. Several such jobs have come into
our hands after the Adrvcrtiser’s had been
rejected and thrown inte the fire. The
Jjoke about the Advertiscr’s engineis rich,
There was an old wheezy engine and
boiler in that office some years ago, but
after being worked a few weeks it gave
out altogether, and had to be carted off
for old iron.
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Mg, Wensten's FunesaL.—The funeral
of the late Mr, James Webster took place
to-day at 12 o'clock, and was very largely
attended. The flags on the Town Hall
and Court House were at half mast dur-
ing the day. At the request of the Coun-
cil, the stores in town were closed from
twelve to one o'clock as a mark of
respect for the deceased gentleman,
Thie funeral - cortege staried from tlie
deceased’s late residence shortly after 12
o'clock, the Town Council in a bedy
leading the procession. “After them came
the hearse with the pall-bearers—all old
and intlmate friends of deceased—which
was followed by others, equally old
friends, and after them came the chief
mourners, Then followed a very long
line of sleighs containing those who had
| come to pay the lust tribute of respect to
| an old and valued friend and a respected
citizen. Among thcse present at the
funeral we noticed many from Fergus,
Nichol, Waterloo and other parts of the
Province.

Tne REPORT Apout
REV. MR, MCLEAN's
pect in & day or two to be furnished with
statements which go to prove that the
report which we gave a few days ago
| that Daly, who formerly lived in Morr's-
| ton, had & hand in Mr. McLean’s death
| isuntrue, and that it is even uncertain
{ whether Daly is dead.
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FISH, FISH!

Direct from the Fisheries.

Fresh Haddock, E
Codfish and Sea Herrln%s.

Choice Haddies,
Bloaters

Salmon

Kippered Herrings

Pickled Codfish

Labrador Herrings
Lake Huron Herrings
White Fish and Trout
Dry Codfish
and Haddock.

GEORGE WILKINSON,

Baltimore Oyster Depot, Wyndhawm-st

Guelph, 9th February, dw
UCTION SALE OF HOUSE-
HOLD FURNITURE, &e.

1 has received instructions to
ic auction at Lis sale rooms, No 3,
Day's-Block,

On SATURDAY, i3th February
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A RARE CHANCE.
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06 Balf bbls, Lake Huron Herrings
: " White Fish
Salmon Trout
Labrador Herrines

80 Cwr. OF CODFISH

Tius of Salt Water SALMON
Tins of LOBSTERS
Tins of SARDINES
Tins of ANCHOVIES
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THE PUBLIC.

Sale of Cloths and Clothing !

STILL GOIING OIV.

A, THOMSON & CO.

2 OULD intimate that as their Mr, Thomsonis retiring
must be sold and the business wound up.

frout business, the whoie of theirjstec
To facilitate this, they have determined to

Commence a Clearing Sale on Monday:21st Dec.,
Whcn they will offer their immense’stock of
Cloths and Clothing,
Shirts, Drawers, Hats, Caps, &c.

AT COST AND UNDER. Asthis is a rare opportunity of securing first-class Goods at auction
prices, they would recommend all to take advantage of the great'bargains which shall be given.

9™ There will positively be no credit given during this sale. All indebted to the firm are res
pectfally requested to call and settle their accounts at once.

A. THOMSON & CP

ESSENCES AND SPICES.

PUREST AND BEST ESSENCES AND SPICES

At J. & D. MARTIN’S.

STILTON CHEESE'!

PURE'AND GENUINE

Guelph 5th February

*

At J. & D. MARTIN’S.
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ON SATURDAY, 23rd JANUARY.

40,000 WORTH OF DRY GOODS|

ous to please the
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BY SPECIAL REQUEST.

%
Rich Paisley Filled Shawl 15

$

l § R E
1st Prize, Rich Black Silk Dress, $20

2nd “

$2,000 WORTH of LAMPS

AND LAMP TRIMMINGS, AT

JOHN HORSMAN'S.

Lamps for Halls, Parlours, Bed-rooms,
Kitchens, Factories, Workshops,
Machine Shops, Mills.

Also, CHANDELIERS and BRACKETS for Churches,
School Houses, and Sliding I-Ia‘u Lights.

Th
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Church, School House, and Factory Bells

JOHIN HORSMAIN,
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PROSPECTUS

CUTHBERT'S
Circulating Library.

HE Subscriber has pleasure in announcing
the establi ent of a Library for publie
circulation. This is a want that is very much
needed in Guelph, and from the conviction that
it will be an advautage to the publie—one which
will be felt and apyreciated institution is
undertaken, The best incentive to profitable
reading and research is some object or prize
apart from the object of developing the mental
faculties, Study pursued sitply with the latrer
object in view is difficult and irksome, and not a
few are frightened to undertake the task, when
they consider the time, patience and labour in
i tensive knowledge.
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3 The information necessary to the essayisth
to enable them to write on any of the subjects
that shall be submitted, shall be fully within the
scope of the Library.

4th—The essays shall be referred to acommittee
of gentlemen, thoroughly competent. to examine
thein and decide mpon their merit.

Sth—According to the decision of th
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perty of the subscriber, who alone shal possess
the right of publishing them.
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GALUTIA B. SMITH, M. D.

WORTXE
$100,000,000!

Dr. SMITH'S
Eictrie Ofl cures

. SMITH'S
Electric Ofl cures
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