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RUBBERS! RUBBERS! RUBBERS

2000 Pairs Ladies’, Gent's and Children’s, Price 75¢ to $1.00.

This large shipment just in time for present weather.

Also 200 LADIES’ DRESSES and. 100 LADIES’ COATS.
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Tremendoﬁsly, reduced.

Water Street, St. Jo

Upposite Bank of Nova Scoua.
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ErRANGE “NFLIEFS HELD BY SAIL-
" ORS.

{ 'Mariners of all nationalities cherish
Yery much the same superstitions.
Their joys and fears are the same in
#11 waters and have found similar ex-
pression from Nova Scotia to China.
It has been pointed out that since the
days of the Phoenicians, the greatest
Of sailors in ancient times, seamen
: have ever been a “temperamental lot,”
fwhose belief in omens and signs has
Péen more or less incomprehensible to
fiie landsman.
i 'The ancient mariners held the wild-
ést superstitions, but their belief in
the existence of enchanted spots, such
, 48 the siren island of Calypso or of
those islands that Sinbad likened to
the Gardens of Paradise, was much
snore picturesque and romantic than
the superstitions of the modern sea-
man.
The latter is filled with foreboding
$y the sight of a hatch cover upside
flown or by the falling overboard of a
$wabbucket. He stands aghast at the
Bccidental tearing of a flag, and he is
@ertain that if sails be sewed or mend-
#d on the quarterdeck ill luck will en-
sue. Events are always viewed by him
h the light of what has gone before.
Everything that is inconvenient or
wexatious he ascribes to some malign
fnfluence.
#*The sailor is a firm believer in the
éfficacy of odd numbers, as naval sa-
Jutes testify—minute-guns excepted.
Women at sea, to say nothing of
YPreachers, he regards with disfavor;
#nd certain officers will bear a bad rea-
ﬁumion for the weather they bring.
Certain days, the seaman is convinc-
ed, are unlucky. Ome old chronicler
puts the number of days upon which
it is undesirable to put to sea at fifty-
three, but the number has been ' con-
giderably reduced ~since his ' time.
Among these days were the anniver-
saries of the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah and the suicide of Judas.
The fact that Columbus began his
" first 'voyage on a Friday and that he
discovered land on the fifth day of
the week have no “weight with the
sailor—the day remains-ynlucky.
' Bverybody is familiar with the old
superstitions of sailors that, to"
a favorable breeze, they must whis
;dn.ring the calm.

' THE LUCK OF THE BROOM.

;' From ths remotest times there
seems to have prevailed a belief that
hation or saerifice would placate the
i;ona spirits and induce them ‘to per-
wmit 1o vessel to procesd unumelested
:;lp its course. Russiaz sazilors have
b"an kizown to pour ostmosl and waler
aver a rocky promceztory in order to
?)hln a wind fuworahis to. their de-
signs. :
\'French sailors believe that certain
of their shipmetes are abie to con-
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Mariner’s Superstitions.

troi the winds by virtae of a ring worn
on the fourth finger of the right hand.
This power, however, carries with it
distinct disadvantages,’ since if the
possessor remains ashore for more
than three days, or if any single voy-
age of his extends beyond a period of
three months, his life is forfeit.

A broom is thought to exert con-
siderable influence upon the wind.
There is a Dutch tradition that, if
wind-bound, a vessel is passed by an-
other craft, and a broom is thrown in
the latter’s course the luck of the
first vessel will change. It has been
pointed out that in this relation the
broom which Van Tromp lashed to
his mast as a symbol of his power to
sweep the seas of the British possess-
ed a very different significance in the
eyes of his men. They probably re-
garded it as capable of bringing winds
favorable to their admiral’s design to
get at Charles II's ships.

A star-dogged moon was thought to
portend a storm; while if the moon
rose in a storm she would soon “eat
up the clouds.” Many an anxious
mariner found comfort in this belief.

The ghostly lights at St. Elmo,
which appear at the masthead or in
the rigging immediately preceding a
storm, date back to the voyage of the
Argonauts. If these marine will-o’-the-
wisps remain stationary or ascend,
Dana tells us, they are gcod omens,
but if they decend then foul weather
will surely follow. How they came by

, the name of “St. Elmo's Lights” is

| not known, although conjecture has it

i that St. Flmo was St. Erasmus, who

' in early art is always shown as carry-
ing a candle.

JONAH’S AND CATS.

Among the very curious supersti-
tions of modern sailors may be men-
tioned the following: '

Captain, cook or cabin boy considers
it unlucky to ship with a man who
has neglected to pay his laundry bill. A
sailor, nearing port after a lengthy
voyage, will gather up old clothes and
shoes unfit for further use and cere-
mgniously commit them to the sea, in
order to insure himself luck on ais
next voyage.

Sailors like to ship on a craft that
displays a shark’s tail firmly nailed

4o the bowsprint or jibboom.

Jack Tar places great faith in the
merits of a pig as a weather prophet.
i »During very rough weather it is
difficult to convince _any old-timer
that there is not a Jonmh on board.
Many captains of the old schoel, who
‘ought to know “better, are so super-
stitious in this regard that it is not
uncommon for them to evince an in-
teuse dislike for officers who have
happened apparently to be the harb-
ingers of bad weather, especially foz.
It is quite usual on board ship to find
imembers of the crew nicknamed
! “Foggy Jones,” “Heavy Weather
Bill" or “Squally Jack.”

Cats on toard ship are held to be
lucky, and many a stray feline finds
a comfortable  home and careful at-
tention with Jack for its friend, al-
though, on the other hand, our do-
mestic friend has at times been held
responsible for ‘the :.continuance of
very bad weather and forced to ac-
cept the role ‘of Jomah to the fullest
ertent. . ‘

ANCIENT MARINERS.

One of the most  curious of the

superstitions of the sea is that per-

| taining to the capture of a shark, The
| natural dread and - antipathy with|
which these monsters of the deep are|
viewed cause a capture to be hailed|
| with much 1ejoicing. All hands, from|
| the captain down to the cabin boy,{

take & kecn fnterest in the procesd- |

- o5

mon to observe sailing ships lying
in port with this peculiar emblem of
the sailor’s superstition, but the cus-
tom is fast dying out, since, in the
case of steamers, a shark capture zt
sea is a very rare occurrence.
Another remarkable and weird

superstition is that pertaining to the.

albatross, These huge birds, measu:r-
ing from fourteen to eighteen feet tip
to tip of their wings, are to be seen
only in the stormy regions of the capes
of Good Hope and Horn and the sur-
rounding latitudes. The peculiar be-
lief of old sailors credits these birds
with possessing the souls of ancient
mariners, who, for their sins, must
have been doomed to scour these
stormy seas for all eternity.

During calm weather these birds
are easily captured by a contrivance
of the sailors’ own invention. This,
being baited, attaches itself to the
hook bill of the albatross when the
bird attempts to swallow- the bait;
and the creature is them hauled on
board. Few captains will permit crews
to kill these birds, since they hold
out the killing is certain to entail
disaster to the ship.

PORCINE BAROMETERS.

The killing of a pig at sea is always
an occasion of great moment, not on-
ly for the reason that fresh meat is
to be enjoyed—a great luxury on: a
sailing vessel after perhaps months
of salt provisions—but also because
what is termed a “pig breeze,” for a
certainty. Pigs when kept on sailing
ships are allowed very frequently to
leave their pens, and their movements
on.such occasions, which are held t»
foretell the wind to be expected, are
watched with the keenest interest.
Should a pig evince any signs of lazi-
ness, lying down or wandering aim-
lessly about the decks, then this is a
sign that calm weather will come,
with little or no wind in prospect.
Should, however, the pig show a frisky
mood, with much squealing, then it is
a sure sign of “big winds,” a very
necessary factor in the navigation of
a sailing ship. :

Of the many superstitions and
legends having to do with phantom
ships, none is more widely told than
that of the “Flying Dutchman,” or
phantom ship of Vanderdecken. How
the legend orginated no one knows,
but it has been ascertained that thera
was a seaman of repute who many
years ago sailed from Holland to the
east via the Cape of Good Hope, but
was never heard of again.

A Modern Solomon.

All the Solomons are not dead. He
was a magistrate who was used to
dealing with negro boys. Two boys
were brought up for stealing. Evi-
dently one was guilty, but it was hard
to tell which one. The magistrate
placed them in separate cells, gave
each one a leather string 'of equal
length.  “Now, boys, the string in the
hands of the thief will grow,” le
said, \

In two hours the boys were brought
out. One showed his string; it had
not been touched. The other had cut
two inches off his string. “You are
the thief,” said the, judge, and he
was.

‘| embargoes of any kind is meat: and

- [ course laws, or the closing of South-

Roumania is Now “Hi¥
(e%A9R%="  a Power.

nations and exalted several gsmall
ones. Chief among the Ilatter is
Roumania. Only to those who have!
studied the peace terms ca.retully'

Balkan power- been apparent. Rou-:
mania has benefiited largely, aa:
Frank H. Simonds points out in the
Review »f Reviews.

The truth is, of course, that Rcu- !

she acting off. her own bat. As a
| consequence of the changes in her!
frontiers, incident to Austro-Hun- |
garian defeat and Russian collapse,
Roumania has become a nation with
an area as great as Italy, with a’
population to-day of 16,000,000, liv- '
ing on a territory capable of sustain- “
ing a much larger population than:
Italy, and her population is increas-
ing with great rapidity. In less than
half a century, therefore, Roumania |
will, in all human rrobability, be a
great power. Moreover she musl be
reckoned with hencefortd as a very
potent factor in all combinations that
may be made.

She has an excellent army, orzan-
ized by the French General Staff,
battle-trained, an army which despite
opening disasters due to Russian
treachery and later surrender due to
Russian collapse, displayed admivrable
courage and skill and remains one
of the considerable military forzes in
Europe, actually taking rank after
the armies of the five great powers.

In addition, by her position Rou-
manja controls the Lower Danube,
and, as recent events have 3skown,
Hungary is completely at her mercy.

What I am trying to make clear is
that Roumania is herself hencer:rth
a nation whose military and ocono-
mic resources, whose army, whose
grain, whose oil, whose minerals,
give her a position quite unlike that
which she occupied when she was
only the largest of the minor Balkan
states. Actually she is greater to-day
and infinitely more powerful than
were all the Balkan states together
at the outbreak of war.

Bluenose Sailormen
'[rue to Form.

Unless reports from New England
are exaggerated, descendants of the
enterprising Nova Scotia sailormen
who proved so skilful as blockade

The war has humbled some great !

have the facts with reference to this '@

mania is neither a little state nor is &%

We shall soon be sold out
of Bran.

Our price is low, get a sup-
ply this week.
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sunners for the South during the

the courses of their fathers. From '
Bath, Maine, comes the story of a
Canadian schooner which crep: up
the local river on? December even-
ing, and whose most valuable freight
consisted of a sugar hogshead con-
taining many bottles of whiskey. At
three points along shore it astopped,
and- at each the contents of the bar-
rel were considerzbly lightened, by
persons expecting the visit. One un-
fortunate consignee had the bad luck
to attract the attention of the local
sheriff; but prior to the discovery the
schooner -had embarked again on the
waters of the broad Atlantic and was
lm off. the coast beyond the three-
mile limit, where her crew could
laugh at pursuit. .

. The history of the Atlantic sea-
board shows that breaking through

drink to the Bluenose ' sailorman.

Whether it was Jefferson’s non-inter-

American Civil - War, afe emulating |
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of his existence for at least one hun-
dred and fifty years. And there is
always St. Pierre-Miquelon, a fricnd-
ly neutral harbor whenever the au-
thoritives of the mainland becomsa too

 vigilant or inquisitive. — Saturday

Night. !

Minard's Liniment Co., Limited.

Sirs,—I have used your MINARD'S
LINIMENT for the past 25 years and
Whils I have
liniments I can

| mever used any

United States Steel Products Co,

NEW YORK.

‘Manufacturers of STRUCTURAL STEEL of
every description.

Including BEAMS, CHANNELS, ANGLES,
TEES, BULB BEAMS, BULB ANGLES,
— CONCRETE REINFORCEMENT BARS,

TRIANGULAR MESH REINFORCING,
DEFORMED BARS, BLACK, GAL-
VANIZED and COPPER BEARING
SHEETS, both corrugated and
plain; CAMBRIDGE METAL
LATH for plaster.

Prices on application.

P. C. O’'Driscoll, Limited

Agents for Newfoundland.

ﬁy Do They Call
Them Wisdom Teeth?

The wisdom teeth are the two last

molar teeth to grow. They come one
on each side of the jaw and arrive
somewhere between the ages of
twenty and twenty-five years. The
name is given them because it is sup-
posed that when a . person has de-
veloped ' physically and mentally to
the point where he has secured these
last tWo teeth, he has also arrived at’
the age of discretion. It does ‘mnot
Decessarily mean that one who has
‘cut bis,wisdom teeth is wise, but that.

E——

matter of fact these teeth grow a
about the same age in people whether

they are wise or not.
e
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