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- Zslightly scalded in the bl :

ing the suly
mistake; he
his sem’sS »mfum
conversation: ¢
‘'Dat W
the fact that :
Rupe. Collins who;e
man at the ladder w
important Wi
remark in a‘l}?v i
' *Good money ?”' tepen
curiously. ' “What 18 go&’g
Penrod “turnéd “uap
glance: '
happy ‘if you hag: 3 QPR
“Penrod¥ shouted ® iis' father. But.
Peprod's mother gazed
ber, som; he -had never W,
like that to hjhs llq Sk ‘,’ 3 o
Mrs. Schofieid inj ;
dismayed-than t .‘@ sk
alized that it was'the beginniy ‘,g
h R

‘gulkt of telling: Delh.vtﬁo
there was a wdrt-on
of her right band.. Della:
poor ;material; M@U’“" manner ﬁo
work,upon, be appmohé! Duke“m tho
back yard, and; ben J |
the lowly a) by ¢!

2 Iet,roof- ‘
Schoﬁe.lﬁ‘" :

‘“troded his nnderﬁp Semcloualy. seowl-

<€d and thrust torwaml 'his head until
" hip .nose tomched the dog’s. ; Mﬂ
"better ~dook -ont. when - Penrod :Scho-

field's aromd. or you'll”"g%‘dn b‘lz ‘

trouble! 7'You-understan’ (Bat, boPii
The vext day, and the. next, the’(n
creasing’ chauge i’ Pen : zled d
distressed, bis famifly, who bad.no id
of its source. How mlght ghey ,g'neta
that “bero worship takes such /forms?
They  were:vaguely conscions? sthtu
rather shabby ‘boy; ot of the ue :
borhood, came to “play” with Pen
Several times, but ;bey tailed 6. ¢o:
nect this ecircumstatice with. the .
culiar behavior of the son.of: the honse,
whose {geals (his fat er 4remul‘kﬂl
seemed - to  have ; suddenly.  become
{dentical with® rhme -of  Gyp:the Blood

cHAP‘rszv.-.x.v;

R i _uu:mf

"& oo s |
y T do w’héu ey try to |
slip up on me from behing ?’hpal
Della. - And he “énacted for hen
appreciative eye a scene of (3 m
neuvers. wherein he’ held an lmag!nary
mt.agonlst helploss in a net of mu-
gems.

B‘requeutly, when he wqg nlong. he
would outwit pummel ‘this
enemy, and,”
hndadolorouoltrokel‘nnuppuahoo
of air; ‘‘There! I ~youll know |
better time. Tha thiw we-
do up at the, Thtrdl" : %

o for numbeu m apt to-

come upén him treachomﬂy.e-pml»
ly at a lMttle after his rising ‘hour,
when be might be caught at a disad-
vantage-’:erbaprstanmng n: one leg
to incase the other in his: knlekeb
bockers. | Like * lightning ‘ he’ would.
hufl the trapping garment ' ‘from him, |
and, ducking and pivoting, ‘deal great
sweeping blows “among the circle of
sneaking devils. (That was how he
‘broke the clock in his bedroom.) ’And
while these battles weére o'ccupying his
attention, ij was a waste of }te fo.
call him ‘to breakfast, thot

mother, . losing  patience, came to 'his
room, -she would find bim seated on
the ped pulling at a stocking. “Well,
ain’t I coming as fast as I can?’

At the - table -and- gbout- the--house
generally he was bumpt:lousf‘loud with
fatnous -misinformation hh;l assumed
a demineering - tome, which neither
satire nor reproof seemed able to re-
duce, but: it was .among.his-own: in-
timates that his new superlorlty was’
most outrageous, He ‘twiqted
fingers and. squeezed the necks. ot all
the boys.of the neighborhood, meeting -

indignation” with. & -hoarse -and
n;pl.ng jaugh he had: acqnimttfoer
short practice m ‘the ‘stable, where he

jeered ' and u‘qnved the lawnmower, -

the garden séythe and the wheelban'ow

quite out of counneﬁ,ange. bk
Likewise  tie bragged ,fn Odlﬂ’

boys by the hout, Rupe: Oo

the chief subject :of

to :Penrod himoelt. me way. |

we do upat

explanation of 'vio)
like'l‘am}'ln. 748 Pl

of his ‘own imagination,

m ?l &hon,uﬂtrk mn
m exclusively  of whom

”

Rupe Collins, { it
;&iﬁ e Rod ped eckemecl
‘repeating. to nausea accoun
of the prowess of himself and\his
great friend, he would turn to two.
.ether ‘subjects .for vainglqry. */These
‘were: his father and Dukey =
Mothers must accept. the. fact that bo-
tweén babyhood 'and -
‘sons. do not ‘boast of

At YO

1ot

M?" "?

of B aghnut it \ang aQter he.

v 1oin et
w wmm: Mive ; mg fromhis nm*en

ki e I

was:. oemmed—-roeooquw to-

ﬂ'h gladiator
uen ents: and. d!npn
uperdemon;

| posed of equal pasts of Goliath, Jt\ek

“Ion and the Emperor_Nero. .
Er‘e Penrod's walk was affected.
' fe-adopted & gait which was a kind
ﬁ!unt!ng swagger, and when 'he
passed other children on the street he
- practiced the ‘babit of feinting a. blow;

7 | then_as the Mxt!m ‘dodged he

out the triumphant horse 1augh whlch

e g dnan!y inpstered to horrible

spoken-] Tectior zzs,n itua vbmt;ﬁrxe qhes;
ﬂn m

‘such‘is e»;m m’éveu
" forse; *swmﬁua ‘Bé 'went
fon his )wi‘i \dﬁ!énf"ékpﬁﬁaﬂlmr andy|.
|iteft her s on theé corner talking

fu out of, heqr

LSS >

rml xupu,scolltm. *Nnmd

eid’s -
th«- preseuegot Hermapn and Maﬁ
“Yon‘ better Took out, ’bo." said Pén

e i
litfle igw we Qo up at the Third.”

7 the:. Third?” Sam tepeated.
w&gm\ ‘*You uany:& ever-been
ap there.”

“}. haven’t?”' exclaimed Penrod
naven’t?"

*No;'you -haven't™

"}moky here” “Penrod. darkly @
mehtative prepared te perform the
eve to eye business “When haven't 1"
héen up there “

“You ‘haven never been up there.”
o spite of “Pentod’s’¢losely_approach

“]'

| angd, appealed for_ confirmation. ‘*‘Has
‘e, Herman?!

1 'den’t reckon 50" “gaid Herman.

v

rod’ trmsrerred his nose |
ate vimity of :derman’s

: “Yon _don’t reckon so, bo, don’t
.yoi?, ¥ou better look out how you
reckon around here. You understan’
b o TW'!'N 'tn-

e to.eye . yery
| well® ‘Iuﬁéglz seenﬁ ‘to ﬁl:zﬂe Bim.
for fe continued to ddugh, while-Ver; '
man chuckled delightedly. . The broth-
ers ‘had been in the country “picking
berriés for ‘s’ Week, and 4f happened
that thls Was- thely_first 1 ce of

“?:g;iéénmd demianded: *
the!

s ¢ qoi;’t x-Eekovn 80._ Epﬁr come you ast
me?”

arey v R A

T =

1 “Did.u‘xyonjust hea‘rmnsqibeei f

“Wdl, ﬁ.i:i‘ghdlevm i "

Penrod clutched hlm. by the baek of
the meck, but Herman, laughing loudly,
ducked ‘and released himself at onc&
retrEatlng to the wall

“You take that back!” Penrod shouo

étrl]d;g out wﬂdly.

t it mad" ‘begged” tl\ﬁa “small

darky, while-a-pumber of blow falling
_upon ‘his warding‘arms failed to abate
his amusément, and a sound ‘One upon
.the cheek only made him laugh the
more . unrestrajnedly._ He behaved ex-
actly as if Penrod were tickling him,

“meled till Re ‘was tired and produced
no greater effect.

“Therel” he panted, deLtlng ﬂnally
*Now I réckon ‘yoiv know ‘whefher I
; beenjup. there or not!” . |

“Herman rubbed his/ smiﬁ;en cheek.
*Powl’ ‘he exclaimed | “Pow-eel You’
cert’'ny did lan” me go?d one_ nat tlme!
Oo-ee, she hurt!" T

“!fou’u get ,hurr warse’u that,” Pen-
rod gssured him, /if you stay. amuud
‘here'much. Rupe Collins is comin’ ‘this
afternoon, hesdid.. We're goin’ to make
some policemen’#billies out of the rake
‘bandle’” 7. Nt

-

-

L

| bomght®’
= “What do we care? 1 and Rupe’ got
‘to have billies, haven’t we?’
“How you make "em 8N
Wﬁm‘lﬂ'& Hole" Wro
the"‘énd of ’em.- Then

sas to us— '

look ,ont,L They won't get E

d ﬂ.«cﬁﬁ.’k‘iﬁ theé head—oh, nor’* "

“Wher's Rupe:Collins ‘coming?™ sgam |

;aaml ch han beon denied
e’o Ifable to be here any time. ‘an-

m Penred. “Youibetter look out.

'W it~ you-get: home’ alive’

if,you stay till he comu.” )

oI ain't M "‘*{‘“" returned

conventionally. '

.qﬂtﬁo" Thers wAS' nme t?nth

m tho retort. “There uin’t any"
| this paft of town but me that w. ’t
U8 Afraid of Mm. -You'd be afraid to
talk to him. You wonldnit get a.word
‘out of your month before old Rupie’d
nave’ iouf wfharé you 'd’ wished yoy, nev-
1e€ﬂn on’ you
would.n't run bome

%

.-(Rupe Qomnn :
0P (‘iunar" ,

was |

ﬁd 1ithis expreﬁiéh‘ zhid ,or la‘tb\o

‘ng mpe %m ‘maintained his ground |

sf.Renrod.. .. . |
op at the '.[‘hh-_d T

.and his brother, Verma%;m_ned with
joy inm—= wheelbarrow enitod pum- |

“You go’ spoil new rake youw pa 5

TN B

Jem m‘w pockets,

'br.hem still forward, undl

comer 4s 4 redoubmbl e£

figure. ,ﬂe swih o b ‘;qer ‘than’

eithel Sam OF Penrod, hedd and shoul-

ders taller than Herwan, who wﬁ\

ﬁo or bis agesa Vemanuconﬁ

ha ‘be ‘used® torﬁrposéb of com.
m Anete..squat’

bro\vn s%

on'this plahet

Jet qune pine years

ml‘nd the
spect of Mr, Coll lns rea)i;ed Penrod’s -
ppf;o-eoua foreshadowmzs- 4&&@ e
cumvud by ca Babit ton% gper
feetion-that-Sam’s- mmm

of ity A somewhat, eqtgeblgd

wlth eal of b uldet
a ot s! o move-
‘ment, cag&m p at Ver-
man: in:passing;and: creaﬂng by nrl
ous_means. the atmosphere of
who has contemptuously am h!m
self-with underlings: while awamnz ‘an
equal
éllo, 'beP* Penrod said in thed
elt%ol?e possible to him. ”"-
“Who you callin’ "b6?” was the -am-
‘ghiiclous respouse, accompanied by im-
mp«um adtion ot &!@imflar hatare.
Rupe-held: Penrod’s tiead' in- the crook
of ancelbow -and- massaged; his; temples
‘ashaed pressing kouckle. -
1 wad onily in fun, Rupie” pleaded
. suffgrer, and then.. beiyg sef treo.

f

Penrod xau%)ed pityingly." “Pshﬂw.
I ain’t gofn"‘to hurt you. Come on.”
Sam, maintainisg' his -position fear the
other door, Penrod wept to ‘him: and
caught him round the neck.
and pertormed upon’ 8am the knuckle
operation which ‘he had himself just
undergone, Sam submitfing mechan-
Jcally, his eyes fxed with increasing™
é?slness ‘upon Rupe’ Coll{n‘o}‘ Sdm
hid'a premeonttion that's even
inore ‘painful 'than Penrod’s ‘knuckle
wis going{to be Inflicted upon him’

)
%

ing him‘away.
“Yes, it doee. tool’”.
temple. -
“Pnh! It didn’t burt;me, did it
Rupie? Come on in; Rupe. show this
b

Sam: rubbed Ins

s

i
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The Fat aced’ Boy Appearod Upon tho
.. Threshéld and Gazod Coldly About.

objected. “You already did ;hat 39 me. -,
"You tried it twice this afternoon and
T don’t kuow how many times befoye, !
only you weren’t strong enough-sfter -
‘the first time: Anyway, I know what
it 1s,.and 1 don't"—~

“Come on, Rupe,” said Penrod. Make
the baby lick dirt.” ‘

At this bidding, Rupe approached.

the threshold of the outer door, but-
‘Penrod seized ‘him. by .the shoulders
and swung bim indoors'with a shont./
/ “Little baby ‘wan [ to run; to.
lt. mom-muh! - Here he is, Rupie."
“Thereupon - was Penrod’s treuuu_ry
to an old comrade properly rewarded, '
tor as the two st:rogglw Rupe caught
edch' by the back of: thmp #imul-,
taneously, and, with_or impar-
Malfty, forced both boys to thplrfkueeﬂ-
MLick’dirt!”, he commanded, £
ithelr taeho
“ were close to the stable floor. ..
| At this moment he received a real

i AN,

\‘mme. “With a1oud whack some-

/stmckthebaekothhnhd.

| | and, tarning, he*beheld Verman iu the.

aetotxntunzlpleeeot lathtoltrlko

¢ "Eni moys omel” said Werman. ého

it i /’,xgcv,»wyu,r o ‘.,f,‘,».»

,_ue"',‘ 4d:phlned.

of
’*ﬁ deco-

 door

“That don’t burt,” said Penrod; puoh-

1" butcher”

; learned that ‘an habitually!

while Sam, still Pprotesting, moved.to ..

%m%t ke sofﬁe

was al o -happen, 3
e} % &e;cd 4n’fin-
wmim ’

‘.

r’&.

thﬁmomenf lﬂ'ﬁnth !.bet‘k

“You ole black nigger,” the ttt ﬂlced m

boyaaid venourwus!y to Herman. “l'm
auow nyugﬁ
erman’s.,

But he ltad
main too lqnjz
rod’s (’amﬂﬁ: e hld 7] 2clo‘i‘w
q{lth only .aticklish. spmaLeﬂectf upon:
e not yery remote descendant of Kon-
o man eaters, The- resnit -produced
‘by ithe glaré of :Rupe’s unfamiliar éyes
and by the dreadfully’ ﬂuggeoﬂvé prox-.
imity of Rupe’s ‘nfamiliat Hose, ‘was
/altq .different Herman’s and
v
never considered people o;
Jungle: helghborhood propsr: matertal
for a meal, but they look upgn ptran-
\g_!rs. egpa;lallv truculent, a:rangerp.,n
~distinctly edible:

Penrod and Sam beard’ Rupe ;ud&-
iy-sq u&‘w nd bellow, saw him writhe
and’ ;wEi&u t! ﬂihg ,wt his atms like
fails, though without removmg hh
face, trom its juxtapositiop
tor a“fioment the two héads seem
even eféser. 1 ¢

\Then t.hey saoamted and the mttle
was on!

thoir own

Rt cutp‘ren XV :
% > L Cc‘orod Yroops 1a Action.: - 16

QW fedt -and puare is the task
of the chronicler- who bas the
stale to-tell of a “good rodsing

a2

. fght” between BOys or.-men

w‘hﬂ ﬂgm in_the: *‘good ‘old m:gush
way," aedording toa’ model set. flor
fights “in books long before 'l‘om Brown

mlt good feelmg in the end-though
sometimes, to vary the “model, . *“the

efn on his page is certain of ap
labse as the stirrer of “red Dlood."
Thére i no sureér recipe, :
But when Herman and Verman set
to’t the Tecord must be no more than
few fragments left by the expurge-
ori: It has been perhq.'ps sufficiently
suggested that the altercation in Mr.
Schofield’s swible opened with mayhem
i respect tauthe aggressor’s nose. Ex-
presahg voeally  his indigpation and
the e’xtremtta of - his pained surprise,
Mr. Collins stepped backward. holding |
‘his left hand over his nosé and strik-

Ing at ‘Herman-with his right. Then |

Verman hit him with the ‘rake.

Verman struck from behind. He struck
a8 hard -as-hecould: And be struck
‘with the ttnes down ' ¥or, in his sim-
ple, direct Afrjcan way he wished to
L kill his_ enemy’nd he wished to kill
him as soon as Possible. That was his
single, earnest purpOSe.

On this account, \Rupe’ Collins was
peculiar!'y unfortunate. He was plucty
;and he enjoyed q:onmet. but neither his’
ambmons nor * his - anticipations had
ever ‘included” murder.- e bhad npot
‘aggressive
.person. rumns the danger of colliding
with beings in ode of those lower,

- stages of evclution whergin theories:
' @botit “hitMng below the belt” have

ot yet made their appearance.

The rake glanced from the back of
~ Rupe’s bead to his shoulder, but it fell-
ed him. Both darkies jumped full upen
him’ lﬁsmhtly. and tt::/tq: rolled and
twisted upon the stable S0 unloosing

| “You showed me that mk:' Sam - UDotl the air sincere maledictions closex

Ay conhecteg with. complaints of cruel
and- ‘'undstal treatment, K while cerum
i'expressiops.’ of feeling .presently ema-
puﬁng from Herman -and Verman indi-
‘catéd that Rupe Collins, 'in this ex-
“tremity, ‘was proving himseif not toe
slavishly addicted to fighting by rule.:

Dan and Duke, mistakidg all for mirth,

barked gayly.

Frow the panting.: poundlng. yellms
heap issyed words'and phrases mmet#
to-guite anknown to Penrod ‘and Sam;
also a hoarse repetiﬂon in the voice
of, ing bis ear. left it mot
to be doubted ;hat additional mayhem
was taking place. Appalled. the two
spectatoro retreaxed to the doorway-

neares?' the yard, where they stood '

dumbl; mtch!ng the cataciysm.

g!:pﬂclty Tine ang again the nowl.”
Riipe got to his knees, only, to‘go

down again as the ehmest -brothers in -

. their owh way assiSted him to a more.
~ reclining’ pocitlon Prlmar forces op-
~ grated here, ‘and the two blanched.
slightly higher products o/ evolution,
~Sam and’ P&m‘oﬂ. 1o more thought of .
inte than they  would bave

t of {n’berfermt with-an enrth-

& ruck. rose Veman.
Man'ed\anﬂ “maniacal. With a wild
en he looked dbout bim’ to}- his trug

's» Bapgala mudtathers 4

defeats the hero—and the
ch::oniclér ‘who stencils thi§ fine old

Jstruggle/ moreased in pﬂmmv‘o,

;‘l::fe?ito‘lnhaudfe. ‘Bummg }ﬁ‘
- warcry, he enmed.zmm
wwhirling,. dpamnms “Enty

. nGut wuma Al B
man;. nrdllg ‘on-the :whirling kmives:

d to. m,mn mmw gar
“Pm i&**é?‘ ,‘,.-'gm"" il u,..

nolmeodwﬁi y, “an’ eat it

“¥ape’ COllftis * bad ‘never ‘rum n%d

anybody (except his fatber) wﬂm

J 3
A ST N
iready T a ba
43 ;

wroi ‘A’ new chﬂrfe,cm
wishing to mow fitm, : and
lmd ‘made a ‘quite/ :
statement ‘about wwhat. he intendnd tn
do Wwith ithe scythe.:: i
:Rupe. pansed bnt for an.
¢ondensed survey .of the horrible’ l.d-
vance otthe bothers and the-li. llhgq‘r
ing a blood ﬂr£ed &
fan ‘out 'of the ‘stable gnd nﬂ ‘the’
‘at e spéed he 'had - hever be?bl'b di-
‘tathed,” 80/ "that' ‘eFen’ ‘Dan ‘tigd > bard
work to keep within - distance.
And a crou | shoulder glance at'the cor

wrsuit. the lat‘m waﬂnc Bey
overhead, Mr. Coflins slacfened not‘lﬂa
ak.. but ntbor out of great
nereused the wﬁlle rxpmfy dﬂ;v’el-
in'His mind

oping’ pﬂrposé'beéamef
and ‘ever ~after-so remaifiéd oot only

again;*but never by any chance

to come within a mile of it.
From the.alley door Penrod and Sam
wacched ‘the fight and were without
words. ‘When the pursuit rounded ‘'the

_| corner ‘the | two':looked wanly .at each

| othier, but meither. spoke wuntil the:/re-
turn of the brothers from: the.chase.

~Hérman. jand ; Verman . came 'back
laughing and chuckling.

“Hlyﬂ”
a3, they came. “See ’at ole boy run!”

“Who-ee!” Verman sbouteﬂ in ec
stasy. .

“Ney’ did ‘see boy run se fas"” Her
man confinued; tossing the scyghe, into’

the wheplbarrow. “T bet, he’ home in
: " disy ﬁme!" ]

erman rpared with dellght. appear
ing -to. be wholly unconscious that the
lids of his right eye were swollen shut
a.nd that his attire, not stoo’ finical be
fore tﬁe 8 gle. now entitled him™to
| unquestioned rank ‘as ‘a sansculotte.
Perman was a similar ruin and gave
asilittle heed to-his‘condition.
< Penrod looked dazedly from Herman
to Verman and' back again < So did
Sam’ Williams. -

“Herman,” said Penrod #n a Wweak
yoice, “you wouldn’t honest of cut his
gizzard out, would you?”: 3

; %Who? ' Me? 1. don’t: know. ,Ele
i-mighty mean olé boy!”/ Herman shook
lhis ‘head gravely, and then; observing,
‘that Verman was again convulsed with
unctuous  merriment, jomed laughter
with his brother. “Sho! 1. guess.I uz
dess talkin’ whens I said ’'at. 'Reckon
he thought I meant it £m" de way hé
tuck’ an’ run. *<Hiyilaes Reckon' he
“thought ole Hermar bad man. No,sdh:

cut nobedy..
f—no, suh!™

?eurod Jooked iat the scythe, hie Jook-
ed at Herman: he looked ‘&t the' {awn
mower, and  he :looked . at Verman '
Then he looked oalt in-the yard at the
rake. - So did’ Sam Williams:

“Come -on, /Vermap,” said Hermaa.
“We ain’ got ’at stove _wood supper
’it.”

Ligglmg reminlscently, the brothers
disappeared
“them in ‘the carriage ‘house. - Penrdd
and Sam retired :slowly inte the shad-
owy interior, each glancing, now and
t4hien, ‘with a (preoccupied air, at the
ogen:\e ty ‘doorway wheére the late
kiifteru()on ‘sunshine ‘was growing rud-
dy:
ocraped the floor refleetively with the
side-of his ‘'shoé. ' Finally, stil with-
.out ‘either ~having made any effort. at
oouversation they went out into’ the
yard “and stood. contlnuing their 'si- 4
lence. &

“WAIL” said Sam at last, *1 guess
1f’s time T'better be gettin' bomq ‘So |
long, Penrod.”™ -,

“So long, Sam,” said Penrod feebly

‘With 'solemn ‘gaze \‘he “ watched hts,
friend out: of sighf: Then he went
‘slowly 1nto the'house and after an iu-
'terval occ _gied in_g unique. mahoer ap-
.peared in the library holding a pair of
brilliantly gTeamiug .ghoes {n his hand

‘Mr. Scboﬂeld reading the evening
paper, . glanced frowningly over it at
his offspring.

“Look, apa." said E’enrod "1 tound
your shoés where you’d taken ‘em off
in your: room toput on your,slippers,
and . they were all dusty. .So l took
‘em out on the “back porch and gave
T'em a good blacking. 'I‘hey shine up
/fine; don’t they:”

“Well, I'll be a d-daud- dummed""said
the startled Mz, Schofield. . ¢ 4
: Penrod. was zigzagztng back to not-

mal.

. |
G

.The midsnmmer sun “was stinging hot
outside the ' little’ barber sbop ng}t to

7

#

o\_o;'o . *

| but

thlng baving bappened

e temnaﬁu'v ‘mustaehe from his 1p

1iturped Penrod-truculently,

{6’ refrain: from visiting: that neig!lbor-\

“eackled Herman to Verman J

I uz dess talkin; ‘cause I'nev) would )
I.ain’ tryip’.git in.no jail |’

leaving silence  behind |

At“intervais’ione: ar: the -other |’

-:house, was you?

sorial processes. ‘are nnt nmvmable to
mapho'd-—in truth, they are soothing—
irs détached from a ‘hoy's
hen get 1o 'his eyes. His“ears. his
nose; his mouth sand dewn : his" neck,
and he does: everywhere‘tch, excrutiat:
‘ingly. Wherefore he blinks, wiuks,
weeps. twitches, ‘condenses’ bis connte:
nance ‘and squirms; iand perchasce the
barber’s seissors ip mote than Jintend-
ed - Belike an outivTng flange of ear. '
Um-'—mfm«-ow"' gald’ Penrod. this
) ¥
“D' -1 touch y’ up a llttle?" 1nqulre&
qhe barbar. smiling falsely.,
" “Ooh—uh! Theiboy in the chair ot-
fered inartiemldte protest. “as the
wobhnd was ribbed with alumn. ;
“That dop’t burt.” said '¢he barber.
“You illOget it "though; Af “you don’t,
sit stiller,” he continued, nipping in the
bud any attempt on the part of his pa-
tiedt‘to think matvgenlrendy hadlie”
“Pfuffl’ said Penred, meaning nodis-
respeci. but endeayoring to dislodge a
§
i w¥ouonpht to see husg still fhatilt:

L went ‘on re’pmvinglv *“1 _hear »\ery
body says hé's the best boy in town™

“Pfuff!i Phirrl® There whas a’tonch
-of -intentidnal contempt: lg 4TS R

“] haven't -heard npliofly aronnd tbe
'neif'hhorbood oiakin® no sueh remarks™
ifidod " the Marber,: “ahonti-hobudy of
the mame of Penrod. Schotield.” :

“Well,” ~said I'enrod. clearine his
Wonth after a Strizglel “wha wants
em to? ‘Ouch™ i
Wef henr they éall Georgle Busvurt the
Hdittle’ gentienfan,’ ”\ vantured the bar
Bér Uproveéatively. mveting  wirh qns
Stafit suceess!
i*Phey: better ‘not enil me thiat.”
! B B llke
4o hear anybody gry.. Just ouve, that’s
all!l o I bet Wy’d never . try It ag—
Oovchl”

“Why? . Whatﬁi you do to em "’

“!t’s all” rixht ‘what 1'd do! I bet
they wonldu’t’want to call me 'that
again long as Ry livedr )
f.ewhat'd you'do if. it was @ little
igifl? * “You' wouldn’t hit "her, would
ey°u7" ” i

“Well, Pd—: Ouchl" :

“You wouldn’t hit a lttle zlrl. wonld
-you?' the. barber persist
into his powerful fingers a mop of hair

pulling that\suﬂerlng head int6 an un-
natural position. *Doesn’t the ‘Bible

sex?’

“Ow! Say, I‘ook out!”

“80 you'd go and punch;a pore, weuk,
yttle girl, 'would you?” said the barber
reprovingly. { R

“Well, who sajd. I'd biy her?” de-
,manded the chivalrous r‘enrod. “l bel:

“Thoy boﬁor not chl‘l
.-turned Renrod Trucu

'T'a fix her, t.hough all rlght. Shed
See!" 4
©“Yom wduldn’t cau ber names, would
you?”

*“No, 1 wouldn’t' What hurt ia lt to
call anybody names?’

*i1g ‘that 's0% exclaimed the barbew
“Then §ou was intending what T heard
‘you HoHering#at Kisher's grocery 'de-

‘other day' when I was goin’ by your
I reékon’ 1 better tell
him, because he says-to me.afterwerds
-It_he ever lays.eyes on yoih when you
ain’t in your own: yard he’s goin’ to do
‘a whole lot o’ things you ain’t goin’
.to like! Yessir, that’s what he says
to mel”” ' b7

“He better catch ne ﬁmt. l guess.
before he talks so much.”

“Well,” “resumed “the bar\ber “that
aiv’t sayin what mud do i a young
lady ever walked up und called yon &
little gentleman. 4 want to hear what
youn'd ‘do to her.
though. comie to think of it.”

‘Q‘Vhat?" demanded I'éntrod.

\oud sick that  pore ole dog ot
‘your on her“cat if she had ene, 1 ex-
pect,” guessed }he barher derisiul:

“No. I would not "

Ly

~

1
\‘(T]o be /continued)

tle. Georgie. ‘Bassett .sits,” the  Larher .

gathering .
from the top. of Penrod’s head 'and |

say it din’t never right to hit the weak
N

¥

n? that." o=
ently. (.- - .

‘ivery "wagon driver feériafavor the

I 'guess 1 know,




