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The People’s Choice
IV
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tested lb* knob II* Opened |h» dour 
i*4 applied ne* ruM *y« le lb* rrorh 

’ WA r»B* le!" shouted Rm*f 
nuymlnlr.

Mr Daim edg*d biassdf inl» lb* reee 
»wd walked »m lu lb* ben <M «11k 
lk» soft fooled rar* «4 a rai H* «al 
le** oe lb* edg* <4 ae old » nuira 
rkair ehérk fin*** pu*h*d net le* Ne. 
ne*»'*4 Ne derby an.) looked iele M 
wHk lk* ree*»re h* might he«» NMuoed 
bail il b**e IIM In iNbrias wHk 
and pncrlrn enrii

"lined morwtog.“ N weMwl 
"I aval la* )oe la pan yee *>*»* 

pleasant eewa." observed fWrr "Yen 
ara Iku e**l etortroe "

l>an Dirham ni and le reeed* a 
pniel by apprenne ptioaed

"Il‘a a boat lien." b* teatoualcd 
■■ M) «rganiaaltoo la *o starved 
lirai II can't loan alan*.*'

Plmrr »er**y*d lk» appeal 
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iNhasm shdted nomad y a* d k* »»n 
••'<iay oe a radula*

P»ewe en yee heeding a 
•*M*d "Why. lk» Uriel eeelde't" 
drtud N aerliet» 4 au a* oa» lk* koe» 
eed âna*d» parly."

Fiercer lereed ee Ne aavagrly
"Yee rut «àr»l aay Urkel eal*a* 

I ey ae,,-* b* Mal*d Yee enelde't 
g*i a Inukra 4 I mal ready. I'** 
k**e etaaiag by a routier majority 
*wry raepaign. eed I keee lk* pohN 
likr » traîner haewa Na liger II waalr 
a change al anal, beaidra thaï. I eaal 
I» bead ep a eee napaaraalroa Thaï e 
bee year nflr brigade gela a Nekda. 
aed I e eraeg le heed yee a air» beer h 
«4 nid Baf r who wifl lem le garer Ibee- 
•rlna aed lb* parly lb» day lk*y lakr 
"flbw aed begie le Meal lk* paper»ngkl* 
111 be «Nie erih yee Ikoegb 111 
»r* yee a Hware le dear at a» raaey
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Irarve I * n « la,#»™ **iWf fT| to-to ^ IPrW
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Uee Ihrhaee eeel egloar < rdoasaf W al­
ler* « Mnoa-m. «N» nreoed Ne». «Mb a 
aaralely eeeeealed dàMaM* «a lira bleary, 
eed rendered ekal a eue e» 1er eeatrd 
free» aay pmaihl» Iran al geelÜMy reeld 
•eel to Ne kiwi »
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ewratog Na eee nlerlaer» le deal «Mb ee» 
en 1er reran' »d (me aay piraaibl» Iran al 

• induira. " I raera la le# ree ee e 
Maeerk partir aynpalkàa»*. thaï lb» party
la to a je».

"A ------ " beoHaled lb» njeeel "Oh.
yea. a pndkeramt Mr IHrkene, air 
early à» ngkl. aa 4 baa always beee; bel il 
boa faite» hnroBy iele lb» baade al ee- 
«rrepele»» aed ee patriot ir penne* * 

Mr Dirkaoe. ekoae bel bed bee» labre 
from Ne» to lb» ha#, looked toi» lb» eaMe- 
haak»t for a sella bl» nepeee*

"Tk* part* baa beee let! by a# lb» old-
liera relm «e M agger il* e»e aa» h-----"
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eoaogh le ay "I eely beee pe#ti*a 
lb* aay M*a ree eed eat Ik* way M'a 
doped eel I keee INa aark If yee 
aed I deride le ree yea far araye* Ira Ike> ree yea I 
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eld kr retorted. to bad
at ray rartwM

" Yne dfda T P»rk elrneg 
to lb* 6r*t place." be retort»d 

Sew. Dirk «ne, I'w (Peag lo 
git* yne a rbaac* Ibis rler- 
IHie. bel yea arrdo'l Ibiak 
I '■ going le let yoe rliark 
•ni thing Yne may saiag 
thing* for jeM oe* lere. aed 
Ikre ay beerb goes ia again 
With sera» dislaM* b* «airbed 
lb* Iwiakl* «4 sprrelaliv* plan­
ning galber al IN mener*
1.1 llirlumn * ryes.

"Of mers*, " agreed l>ick- 
ura. looking into hi* list I 
•appose you want In keep roe- 
Ind of IN rily leads lee."

“I doe'l km-» whsl a rily 
fund ia.” denied IN guardian 
of hi* party. "Your bunrh will 
»trp in and run things lo sail 
th*-m*rlr»*, and I'll manage 
lo wiggl» along lor I wo years 
with a side inlrresl ia a lea 
contracta I have. "

"Then rt'« wide open'" 
relumed lb* incredulous'Dirh­
am, Nlraying al lad a certain d*gr>* 
>4 animation that amounted almost 
lo enthusiasm II» Ngan lo plan im­
mediately IN apportionment «4 bis favor* 
"The hoy* sill thro» away IN prus-ir 
arid loniidil," N granted

"You’d Ntler tell aim* <4 them to 
keep it." advised Heecer dryly. "Mkal 
lioys do you mean* flier me a list of 
the live men Nr* ”

Dirham turned his Nl slowly about 
one-eight i4 IN way round, as il N Nd 
IN names inarribrd in tN bell.

“Well, lo Ngin with, there's Tango-, 
N announced "He's 1er treasurer 
lie's not very strong, but the party owes 
him a lot

"It owe* him five thousand a year lor 
the past ten yegrs, and a lot «4 you ep*** 
it up," laughed Kleeeer. "Tangu* ia 
after tN honor, and N get* it so far as 
I'm mneemed. lie's esartly the kind 
of a fluff who will queer himo-lf with tN 
public before half hi* term ia ont 

“Then there's Kiiser." went on INk- 
aoe, enjoying himself with great seereey 
"He wants the reeorderabip. He has 
lobbed round lor —— ”

Killer gets an assistant clerkship some 
laee away down tN line," interrupted 
lerrer “It’s only because I want lo 

let you have your own way that I don t 
hand you a lew locomotor atasia germ* 
and tell you to slip them in Killer s 
Ner. I have sImiuI ai much use for that 
lollop as t would have for a rudder on 
a rocking < hair For city recorder you 
get Mike Fenneaeey."

Dickson looked out of his hat with a 
jerk

•eeres aa possible, so yoe give me a list 
•4 tN patient workers that it woeld 
N a «haro» to tam owt into tN eight, 
and well peek them a way Then 111 
make up yoer date for you "

TogetNr tN two leading eitiiena 
worked; a ad tN dictator <4 IN rrigaiag 
party gavr to tN bora of tN aarrigned 
party a complete list of IN candidate* 
that tN free- bom Aarariean people eoeld 
choose at tN trait doiios to N their

Point by point Daa Dieluum gave way, 
trying desperately to carve aa large a 
dice 14 tN melon for himaelf aa possible; 
but in tN end it was Fleeter who Hail 
made tN real selection for tN careful 
»nd aeeHrae vM

" For mayor, of coarse, " com luded 
Dickson, all tN important oflke* have- 
ing Iraen disposed id. 'Judg* Smoa Punier 
goe* on tN ticket. lie's made apeecNa 
for ue for twenty year». "

“(ietting to make IN speerNai* reward 
enough for tNt foghorn, returned Fleec­
er. " Don't )ou worry alumt your mayor. 
I Have a Hue. «lean ijd party for you, 
without a flaw ia hi» record, who wjfl 
N too much of a statesman to know 
what IN pnlitifiaaa under him are doing. 
It's I olond Watteraon Bloaaim '* 

"C'ol<mel Wa I lemon Bloaaim1 " re-

nled IN-kara ia (rarplesily "Oh, yea, 
mow who you mean! lie hands a 
hundred lo tN party fund everv year 

and thinks N's still voting for Andrew 
Jackson. Why, that old guy ian't in 
politics Ile "ruldn 'l influence any vote 
but tN ronfederate veterans, and there's 
only sit ia tN city."
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iDlaAewa
I do sot qwstr gal Nr afl that yew 

arawa." N dr.tir».I f*ddkag toe arma, 
"tort I do ntoaia iNl raMara corrupt 
practice*, IN ewMawes of wkseb I New 
Mswdfartly ruf ward le Nfra*». act well y 
prevail to my earn early Voder Ike 
i IrrwraMaairs I .wsiibir it ray doty In
haï»I* It la =#srud as», to radar that 1 
osar I New IN weight of ray toflaaare 
and »»ampl« ee IN aid» af boose. Mr, 
| tab* roadtltoo* a* I fled iNra. bel I 
pledge ree IN word of a 
aller «boa- rendit 
apport early "

TN leader af tiw mleeM's 
blaadtog party lewad this spaorb 
a* dsflkalt to earavwl aa tN

tbrlaaa N gathered that N bad 
hie week rat eat foe him 

"TNt# N a# right," N 
assented «Mb a lu* » cry of which 
tk* lag 4 IN Hl.aa.m* could 
Nve bad ee roomptioa "It 
all depend* oe oN raw rwtag 
IN luggrM pull obra it coassa 
to a showdown . and I'm area 
tN regular ayMem htsekod a# 
again*! mar hard layoota 
TVs mail stead lor tN
nominal loaf"

Bg Ito a* I am persoaoNy
coeceraed. I am ready to re­
linquish my pfivany 1er tN 
good of ray party; bat Urate ia 
Mill tmr other imporaat letereM 
to N considered " He rang 
a he# eed waited with great 
eolewsoky \ Mtff-aerfced old 
negro, en eeteratod wltk rkrs- 
mali.m tNt N creaked, ahaflbd 
into tN room

* «ask." directed tN csdooai.

company If a.me of you square. Mrwighl 
oe-tbe-level member* will stand op and 
make a light or* can com* bark JuM 
now w* want a man lib* yoe to head tN
city ticket to thie coming campaign 
Will you take a rksserf"

“I don't quite understand, " puisled 
tN colour!, glan.mg up at tN Mens- 
viaatyrd portrait of kia great-grandfather, 
•user vtre-prr«ideal of three l oited State* 
" Do you mews that tN party eipert* me 
to eater politico—*r ertivclyf"

"TNt'a IN thought," returned Dan 
“ We want to run you for mayor. "

TN colonel iinlml timed IN top hot I. HI 
<4 his I’rinee Alliert and laetene.1 it again 

“ Are you sut homed to represent tN 
|mrty in this demand!" N inquired 

Dan Dirham eyed IN wast.lraaket 
aceusiagly while N •wallowed tN dry-aa- 
.l*i*t ehariow r4 a *mile

"We re all for yee," N distinctly stat­
ed "Of courra we ham't held a primary 
yet, lust all tNt*» necessary is for us two 
to agree.”

The colonel stiffenci instantly, and his 
frown wa* moat portentowa

" If I should make tN sacrifice of desert­
ing tN comfort .4 private life for tN ua- 
real <4 a publie career, and 4 I should gain 
aay ascendency ia tN eouaeile <4 my 
party, I shall are to it that no two men 
•half N able to decide, at their whim, upon 
any at* I ter* a. grave as IN choie» of tN 
head of a ticket No wonder my party 
lies bleeding, sir!"

Mr IMckann Winked wonberiy at tN 
wastebasket.

" Well, you are. I’m a practical politic­
ian. Colonel," N Anally choked biasarlf

"you will preaewt ray 
meets to yoer mirtrw 
aak 4 H will ewlt bar <

»*• re to have me roe salt with Nr open e 
matter of importance "

“Vaa. sob, " agreed Week with a dock 
.4 hi* Nad which aaroaalfalsd a aaevwraaet 
from tN aak lee.

TN enlowel re mai wed «leal, gravely 
•ur>eying IN mournfully apprehensive 
Dickson, until kia meaernger returned.

" Mah mistress' complimenta, aak. ee* 
•N’s cornin' down immediatriy." aa* 
aouared Weak.

There aaa a «wish of sslhea garment* 
ia IN hallway. Wash hastened to open
tN door Corddto M.waom, dad ia a 
bewildering hoeaegowa with many cherry 
rihlema. Nr cheek» glowing. Nr rawed 
eyre sparkling. Nr roaad mouth adorably 
. urved. Nr brown Nlr waving. Mood oe 
tN thrrakold aad danced inquiringly 
at Daa Dickson TN enlood hastened 
to act Nr a chair. Wash brought a foot- 
• 'O'J. TN rnlond gallantly gara Nr

" My dear.” said N. "this ia Mr. Dick­
son. a leader ia my political party. Mr. 
Dirkaoa, Mr*. Moaa.m." II* aaaiMed the 
peerlcae < ..rddia to Nr scat, aad somehow 
tN Navv heart of Dan Dickson grew a 
shall* lighter "Mr Ihrkaoa. my dear, 
went oe tN colonel as arms aa tN grading» 
were over, " kaa coma to offer as* tN nom­
ination far mayor Ferrait as* to ad via* 
yoe tNt I do not liN tN manner ia which 
it is done I hare warned Mr. Dickson 
tNt, if elected. I shall leaser* ar party 
from one-man rule In other words, I era 
considering entering upon • dishonorable 
enterprise in order to make it honorable. 
My dear, aa you know, I rely mack upon 
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