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THE CONFERENCE.

The Seventeenth Conference which clos­
ed its session at St. John a few days ago, 
was an exceedingly pleasant one, and will 
long remain associated in the memories of 
those who were present at it with agreeable 
recollections. To begin with, the estimable 
minister who as chief officer of the Confer­
ence, presided over its deliberations, acquit­
ted himself in the discharge of the duties of 
the chair to the satisfaction, we believe, of 
all his brethren. Ilis attention to business 
and his unvarying courtesy and impartial­
ity contributed no little to the harmony 
which from first to last characterized the 
proceedings of Conference. The spirit of 
the Conference was fraternal in an eminent 
degree ; and as is generally the case when 
brotherly love continues, the tone of Con­
ference feeling was often unusually spiritual.

The Conference was much enlivened and 
profited by the presence and services for a 
few days of Drs. Peck and Carrow, dele­
gates from the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United 
States, of Dr. Rice delegate from the Cana' 
dian Conference. The addresses of these 
able and excellent men both in the pulpit 
and on the platform were listened to with 
great pleasure and profit. Dr. Rice has 
long been well known in the Maritime Pro­
vinces ns a useful, high-toned, sterling 
Christian minister. Indeed he is properly 
one of our own men, beloved for his own as 
well as for his work’s sake. He made his 
appearance at Conference charged with the 
furtherance of an object—that of the conso­
lidation of British North American Wes­
leyan Methodism—dear at least in the ab­
stract to every member of that Conference, 
The interchange of opinion on that subject 
in Conference and the action of that body 
in reference to that question, consequent 
upon Dr. Rice’s advocacy of it, will long 
make that gentleman’s visit a memorable 
one. The pulpit and platform appearances 
of Dr. Carrow were attractive and profita­
ble ; and the sermon and other addresses 
delivered by Dr. Peck were fraught with 
divine unction which told with blessed ef­
fect upon very many hearts.

The gratifying increase of membership 
found to have resulted from the evangelical 
toils of the year was, of course, regarded 
as a cause of devout thanksgiving to the 
Giver of all good. Yet considering the 
largeness and the faithfulness of the Divine 
promises, the richness and fulness of the 
Divine offers of mercy to man, the extent of 
the instrumentality employed, and the pow­
erful influences of the Holy Spirit obtains 
ble in answer to fervent prayer, the increase 
was not so great as as it ought to have been. 
Nevertheless upon being ascertained it elic­
ited many expressions of gratitude to Him 
who had given it.

The hope we expressed last week that 
the Stationing Committee was not finding 
its task more difficult of performance than 
usual was well founded. For we learn 
that the ministerial appointments for the 
year just entered upon were arranged with 
comparative ease. We trust the event will 
in every case fully justify the wisdom of 
the appointment.

The very large demand made by the ex­
igencies of the work for an increase of la­
borers in the evangelical field lying withiu 
the boundaries of our Connexion awakened 
mingled feelings of pleasure and regret— 
pleasure that so many doors of usefulness 
were being opened for the preaching of the 
Divine word—regret that it was for the 
moment impossible to enter them all for 
want of a sufficient supply of preachers. 
That supply, however, it was believed 
would ere long be forthcoming in conse­
quence of the call for volunteers from Eng­
land and elsewhere which the Conference 
authorized a Committee to make in its 
name. The Lord of the harvest will be 
intreated to thrust out laborers into His 
vineyard, and He will doubtless graciously 
respond to the entreaty.

The Conference was greatly pleased at 
the highly efficient condition in which the 
Institutions at Sackville were officially re­
ported to be in. It would seem that these 
that these very superior Institutions were 
never better equipped for work than during 
the past year.

It be said that the enquiry instituted by 
Conference into the condition of every de­
partment of the work with the care of 
which it is charged brought into prominence 
the delightful fact that in every direction 
almost signs ot healthful progress were ap­
parent. Under these circumstances the 
Conference reached the close of its proceed­
ings in an agreeable frame of mind, grate­
ful for the past, hopeful for the future. The 
brethren finally separated to repair to their 
appointed spheres of la' or in the expecta­
tion that the presence of the Most High 
would go with them, and that their coming 
labors would be crowned with the much 
hoped for measure of success. Let us all 
earnestly pray that these just expectations 
may be abundantly fulfilled.

J. R. N.
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CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.
SECOND DAT.

1 he Conference was opened with singing 
aud prayer.

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.
The programme of the Anniversary Meet­
ing of the Conference Education Society, 
to be held in the evening, was submitted by 
the Secretary of the Commute on Educa­
tion, Rev. W. II. Heartz, and on motion 
adopted,
I he Aniversary Meeting of the Foreign 
Missionary Society was appointed for Mon­
day evening, instead of the evening of the 
first day of Conference.

A committee to examine the candidates 
for Ordination was appointed, consisting of 
R*V j Slewart' J- 6. Addy, F. Small-
wood, Tho«. H Davies, H. Daniel, Dr. 
Richey, C. Leckhart, aud J. McMurray.

Ou motion ordered, that the examination 
cf candidates for Ordination be the order of 
thj day for Wednesday, at 11 a. m.

Prince Edward Island District re­
ported the name of John Winterbotham. 
and the Newfoundland District ihe name of 
Alfred W. Turner. Brief Obituary no­
tices of these beloved brethren, to he in­
serted in the printed Minutes, were submit­
ted to Conference.

The Revs. G. S. Milligau aud James 
England bore testimony to the zeal and fi­
delity of Bro. Winterbotham ; his special 
adaptation to interest the young people of 
the Circuits to which he was appointed, 
and his success io leading many of them to 
Christ. The religion which he had com­
mended to others while in health was his 
own support in the hour ol dissolution, for 
his feet were on the Rock of Ages.

Bro. Daniel bore testimony to him as a 
pious, earnest, useful worker in the vine­
yard of God.

On motion the Minute of the District on 
Bro. Winterbotham’s removal by death 
was adopted.

Rev. E. Botterell spoke of the piety of 
Rev. A. W. Turner. He was, he thought, 
in many respects, a model Methodist min­
ister. His conversion was very decided. 
He was a better scholar than we had been 
prepared to concede. In addition to seve­
ral years at Woodhouse Grove School, he 
had spent some time at a Scottish Univer­
sity. He was scrupulously exact in the 
discharge of his duties. He was faithful to 
his commission, and the faithful Saviour 
forgot him not. His name in Newfound­
land is and will continue to be “ ointment 
ponred forth.”

Dr. Pickard had not had as long an ae 
quaintance with Brother Turner as some 
others. He made his acquaintance at the 
Charlottetowu Conference. At that Con 
fercnce our sainted Brother was called out 
on one or two occasions—particularly when 
the spiritual state of the work of God was 
being considered—and when he listened to 
Brother Turner’s remarks, he felt con­
strained io say, “There is a man acquaint­
ed with our Elder Brother.” He endorsed 
all that had been said in regard to his self- 
denying application to his work. He 
thought our departed Brother never had the 
physical force necessary to deliver his well- 
thought-out richly evangelical sermons with 
the effect which they were calculated t 
produce. He rejoiced in the thought that 
we should meet him again, and that he was 
now with our Elder Brother, who had pre­
pared mansions for us.

Revs. J. England, J. McMurray, and 
G. S. Milligan spoke of the esteem in which 
he was held, and the high Christian cbarac 
ter which he had sustained.

Mr. William Dutton, whose death took 
place in Newfoundland, was referred to by 
the Rev. John Peach as a yomig man of 
great promise and piety.

LETTERS OK SYMPATHY

were, on motion, ordered to be sent to the 
friends of our deceased brethren, and to the 
families of the wives of our brethren which 
had, during the year, beeu bereaved.

SUPERNUMERARIES.

The following brethren, on recommen­
dation of their respective District Meetings 
were allowed to take the relation of Super 
numerary, viz. : Robert E. Crane, Roland 
Morton, G. S. Milligan, F. H. W. Pickles 
and James R. Hart.

RETIREMENT.

The Rev. F. W. Moore, whose health 
had not greatly improved during the year, 
was allowed to retire for the present from 
our word.

The Rev. James Burns, on the recom­
mendation of the Sackville District, was 
allowed to seek a transfer to one of the Con­
ferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

STATIONS.

The first draft of the Stations was read 
by the Secretary at the close of the Session, 
and listened to with more than ordinary 
attention by some of the members of the 
Conference.

TIHRD DAY.

The Conference was opened at 9 a. m., 
with singing, and prayer by Father Davies.

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
adopted.

LEAVE TO TRAVEL.

The Rev. G. S. Milligan, A.M., obtain­
ed leave of the Conference to spend a part 
or the whole of the year in travelling for 
the benefit of his health.
FINANCIAL STATE OF THE NEWFOUNDLAND 

DISTRICT.

The Chairman read a minute of the 
Newfoundland District, requesting the ap­
pointment of a Committee to enquire into 
and report upon the financial relation of 
the District to the Conference.

ORDERS.

1. That the consideration of the New­
foundland District be the order of the day 
for Monday.

2. That the consideration of the spiritual 
state of the work of God be the order of 
the day for Mouday at 11 a. m.
RECEPTION OF DELEGATES FROM THE GEN­

ERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE CANADA CONFER­
ENCE.

At half-past ten o’clock, the hour ap­
pointed by Conference for the reception of 
Representatives of two of the oldest and 
largest branches of the Methodistic family, 
the President of the Conference, Rev. H. 
Pope, Jr., said he had very great pleasure 
in introducing to the Conference the Rev. 
Jesse T. Peck, D.D., and the Rev. Dr. 
Carrow, as the Representatives of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church ; and also the 
Rev. S. D. Rice, D. D., as Representative 
of the Canada Conference. The name of 
Dr. Peck was not unknown to this Confer­
ence, associated with that higher education 
based on Christian principles which was the 
foundation of the social fabric. Dr. George 
Carrow’s was a name associated with all 
that was elevated and refined in the pulpit ; 
and the name of Dr. Rice was a household 
word in the families of the churches con­
nected with this Conference.

Any further remarks at that stage of the 
proceedings be regarded as unnecessary, 
and lie would now call upon the Secretary 
of the Conference to read the letters from 
the various Conferences. The Secretary 
first read the address of the British Confer­
ence, then followed in order those of the 
General Conference ol the Methodist Epis­
copal Church of the United States, and two 
(1870 and 1871) from the Canada Con­
ference.

After the reading of the addresses, the Rev. 
Dr. Peck, who was received by the Confer­
ence with applause, said that he appreciat­
ed the honor conferred upon himself and 
his respected colleague in being permitted 
to bear the fraternal greetings of the Meth-

seeing and bearing Dr. Richey the honored 
Representative of this Conference to their 
last General Conference. The words of 
the address which had just been read, huh 
poorly represented the hearty sympathy 
w hich his words inspired in all their hearts. 
To this he owed the great privilege of car­
rying the greetings of his own Church to 
this Conference, for it was easy for them to 
see that a Conference that was able to send 
such representatives was worthy of such re­
ciprocal expressions aud honors as they 
could send in return. Three years had 
passed since the date of the letter. Great 
changes had taken place since. He was 
not remarkably fond of enumerating the 
large things which they had done. He did 
not lay much stress upon the religion of 
figures, yet he felt it proper to give some 
statistics of the Church. The period re­
ferred to had been one of great solemnity. 
They had been called to record the loss of 
some of the great and holy men of their 
Church. Three of their Bishops had gone 
down under the stroke of death and their 
removal was, he thought, the result of over 
toil.

With respect to the facts they had 
membership of 1,367,134. They had 72 
Annual Conferences, one in India, one in 
Africa, one in Switzerland and Germany, 
9,193 ministers, 11,404 local preachers, 
or a ministerial force of 20,597. The num­
ber of baptisms tor the year had been 116,- 
934. Church edifices 13,373, valued at 
852,614,591. The value of Parsonages 
was $7,293,513, or a total of church pro­
perty of $59,908,104. Church building 
did uot increase as rapidly as the popula­
tion. There were men now alive who 
would see 100,000,000 in the towns, vil­
lages aud cities of America. They were 
building however at the rate of three church­
es per day for every working day of the 
year. Some of these were smaller than 
should be, and others larger and more cost­
ly than was necessary.

The cultivation of the youth of the land 
they regarded as a matter of first import­
ance. They had 189,412 Sabbath schools, 
1,221,393 scholars. In regard to the mission 
work of the church they had not thought 
proper to seperate the home and foreign 
Missionary collections were taken on be­
half of home and foreign together. They 
were endeavoring to carry out the idea of 
their founder, “ The world is my parish.” 
The baptism of giving had come upon them 
a little more than before. The cousecra 
lion of property had become an idea more 
than in the past, and if this idea were only 
impressed upon them they would be able 
to join their mournings with their rejoic­
ings. It had been thought proper by them 
to use the eyes as well as the ears of the 
people for the purpose of doing them good 
They had their printing establishments in 
many places. The net capital of their Book 
■Room was $1,176,924. The proceeds ol 
30 years had been $2,558,806. The Book 
Concern of their Church furnished and 
threw off 12J books each working moment 
of the year. People would read Methodist 
literature and this furnished proof of the 
fact. There was a sort of vivacity belong­
ing to Methodist literature calculated to en 
tertain all sorts of people. They had 27 
Institutions of an educational character 
called by way of courtesy Universities. The 
faculties numbered 216 Professors, and 
there were 5090 students. 69 Academies 
or Seminaries, 504 teachers, 14,100 stu­
dents. Their treasure were the young men 
and women of the country, and they were 
striving to confer such benefits upon them 
as was their birth-right.

He was somewhat surprised to find the 
interest taken in the Institution of which he 
was the President. The success of that In­
stitution was owing more to prayer than to 
anything else. They felt that their hope 
was in God. In every step they had ap 
pealed to God for success and he had grant­
ed it

The Church to which he belonged recogniz­
ed its filial relationship to the British Con­
ference to which it owed its origin. How­
ever divergent their lines of operation might 
be, yet because of their nearness of doctrine 
aud usage they never eould lose their iden 
tity, for never had that bond been loosened 
for an hour. Looked upon the Methodists 
in connection with British Conference and 
other Conferences as brethren beloved of 
the same household of faith aud fellowship 
of God.

They had in the Methodist Epis. Church 
South 13,452 ministers and 2,500,61 people. 
They stood responsible to the world for 3,- 
665,880. It was common to call figures 
dry ; but these were moistened by tears 
from every Continent. They had been 
made juicy by the wateriug from the ever­
lasting hills. Every one of these told of 
the agonies of Gethsemane and the power 
of the Holy Spirit. The members of their 
churches were not Methodists by inheri­
tance but by conversion. They had been 
ca'led out ot darkness into the marvellous 
light of God. He should feel ashamed to 
mention the statistics of the Church if the 
members were merely conventional Metho­
dists or of the world. He was not ashamed 
to mention them when be thought of the 
pains, tears and agonies that had brought 
them forth children of God. They were 
dealing with the greatest problem of eccle­
siastical history, viz., “ How shall a Church 
make the transition from a small to a great 
one—from a comparatively illiterate to a 
literary—from a poor to a rich condition, 
and yet retain its piety and its humility ?’’ 
They were seeking to get down low at the 
foot of the cross in order to furnish the an­
swer.

The doctrine of entire consecration—of 
entire holiness—was one of the leading 
doctrines of their Church. It was of the 
Providence of God that brethren of other 
churches were coming to them to learn of 
them in this matter, and they were using 
the language of the Wesleys in their ex­
planations of it.

Another problem with which they had to 
deal was population. Two-thirds of their 
population were born in other lands ; not 
one-third of the 35,000,000 of their coun­
try were of American origin. Whether 
they should be able to solve this problem, 
he would leave for his brother to say. 
It was thought by some that they would 
not be able to preserve their free school 
system intact ; but by the grace of God the 
Methodists would uever yield in that mat­
ter, and they were deemed the most for­
midable barrier—they were one-sixth of 
the entire population—and it would be to 
their disgrace it they bowed down to the 
bull of despotism. In this conflict for 
themselves aud their children, the heritage 
of British liberty which they inherited 
should s'rengtben them. He wished to as­
sure as that their affection for us was open- 
a field of sympathy.

Let our trust never he betrayed. Let 
us stand in sunshine aud storm by our flag 
and under the cross. Let us feel that we 
are bound to gaze upon a redeemed world ; 
in effecting which, iye with our brethren, 
are permitted to share a part.

the removal by death of their Bishops. 
We wept when they wept.

The Rev. John McMurray expressed the 
general sense of Conference when he said j 
we had had great pleasure in having the | 
Représentât ires of the Methodist Episcopal '

what God had done for them and was doing 
by them.

Rev. J. G. Ilennigar ex Co-Dolegate 
said our hearts had been rejoiced by the 
statements made. We were gladdened by 
what we had heard of the prosperity of the 
cause of God in the LTnited States. We 
were filled with astonishment when we 
gazed upon the men, especially the senior 
members of the Deputation, aud thought 
of the largeness of the man as well as the 
largeness of his heart.

Dr. Peck said he was charged to say. on 
behalf of his church that it was hoped a De­
putation would be sent by this Conference 
loathe next General Conference.

The addrefses of the Canada Conference 
were read after which

nee and to be received with so many marks church with us to-day. We rejoiced 
of cordiality. He esteemed it a privilege to 
be associated with one so long identified 
with all the great enterprises of Methodism 
in his own country.
In his remarks he would confine himself to 

the relation ol theMethodistEpiscopal church 
to Society in his own country. In this re­
spect it might he said to hold the same re­
lation as all other churches in a legal sense.
For whether they were wise in that regatd 
or not be would not undertake to say yet 
the people of United States had agreed that 
there should never be an established church 
in their country.

He might mention it as one of their foi­
bles that they were an aristocratic people in 
spite of the essential features of their gov­
ernment.

Social distinctions everywhere were more 
or less arbitrary and such was the case in 
his own country. And if he spoke candid­
ly nowhere were they so absurd as iu his 
own country. In that country they might 
be said to rest upon mere accident. It was 
said that society was very aristocratic in 
Ucatao—consisting of those who wore pan­
taloons and those who had none to wear.

In the States society was said to be di­
vided into the good, the bad and the Beech­
ers ! Social distinctions rested mainly on 
wealth. Poverty was a great extinguisher 
in social circles. The Methodist Episcopal 
Church had taken hold of rich and poor anil 
it stood pre-eminent to-day. It could not 
claim this on account of age, or numbers, 
or culture of its ministry, or'devotion. Suf­
ficient to say that the Method:st Church 
was born in a great outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit and its characteristics were, simplic­
ity of spirit, self-denial and devotion to 
Christ and deadness to the world. Such 
being its characteristics, it has sought for 
simple rites under which to give expression 
to its life. It had naturally adapted itself 
to the poorer c'asses of phe country.

Nowhere bad it done so more than in 
the southern sections of the United States.
That portion of the country was at first oc­
cupied by established Churches, but the 
clergymen were such as to answer Ran­
dolph’s description of the parsons of the Re­
volutionary period who for 16000 lbs. of 
tobacco gave the people a dry clatter of 
morality. Into this country came the Wes­
leyan Itinerants Freeborn Garretson, Jes- 
see Lee and others, and the handful of corn 
scattered by them became as the fruit of 
Lebanon. Some Governors of Stales,
Judges, as well as the poor bound African 
of those times and their poorer though white 
brethren found salvation through faith.
This was equally true of the Mississippi 
valley. As soou as the sound of the axe 
was beard there was heard also the sound 
of the self-sacrificing Methodist Itinerant 
singing in their cabins the sublime evangel 
of Charles Wesley. This would show 
why the state of their Church was such as 
it was in the middle States.

In the New England States the Calvinis- 
tic Churches had preceded ours. For two 
generations they had had to dispute every 
inch ot the ground. The five points were 
long subjects of controversy. He was glad 
to say that there is in this day a holding of 
them in abeyance, aud now they united 
with them in singing

“ My God is reconciled.
His pardoning voice I hear, 

lie owns me for bis child 
I can no longer fear.

With confidence 1 now draw nigh,
And Father, abba Father, cry."

They were called to stand face to face with 
a difficult problem viz., whether a Church 
at first poor, could grow rich without for­
feiting its simplicity and earnestness—with 
out descending to the common level of the 
genteel world. He was frank to confess 
that, in some quarters, there were tenden­
cies indicating a disposition which gave 
cause of great concern. They hud in some 
instances suffered loss by the desertion of 
their children. They had a few from time 
to time who thought they could find better 
social relations elsewhere ; and some pa­
rents had beeu weak enough to instigate the 
act. In the main the ministers and mem­
bers retained the old spirit which went down 
into the coal and iron mines and which 
caused white furrows in the cheeks of dust- 
stained miners. The world would look 
kindly upon a Church that sought to give in 
forms what only the religion of Christ coulJ 
bestow. If we gave up our strictness there 
might be a general amalgamation with the 
world. He trusted that God would save 
the Methodist Church from such a damna­
ble heresy. He prayed that we might ever 
be distinguished as a no-class Church,
Standing fast by the interests of the poor 
yet preaching faithfully the Gospel to the 
rich, not bringing it down to them but 
bringing them up to it.

He had stood on the spot where Christ 
was born, and the associations of the hour 
were numerous. The sentiment of his soul 
was expressed in a verse which he had 
learned in childhood.

“ Cold in his Cradle the dew drops &c."
If our hearts were influenced by the life 

of that Saviour we should not fail to care 
lor the interests of the poor. He hoped 
we would adhere ever to the old Methodist 
doctrine, that we should carry the Gospel 
not only to those who need it, but to those 
who need it most.

DR. RICHEY

said this occasion furnished a pleasing in­
terruption to the pressure of business, and 
caused us to ascend the mount of vision 
surrounded by the corruscations of frater­
nal love and sympathy. It were, indeed, 
passing strange if, in this age of the com­
ing together of nations and churches, the 
Methodists did not grasp the baud of love 
more firmly than ever. We had our 
Catholic longings, but we took the Apostle 
Fan.’s pencil in order to depict them. 
“ Till we all come in the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

He bad listened with entranced attention 
to the addresses of the honoured Represen­
tatives of the Geoeral Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. If he might 
venture a personal remark, he would say, 
that it afforded him the greatest satisfaction 
to meet Dr. Peck to-day, having made his 
acquaintance more than 30 years ago. 
If the progress of the Church to which he, 
Dr. Peck, belonged had been so remark­
able, it was owing, under God, to such men 
as Dr. Peck and his brother, and others of 
similar spirit.

The two brothers had given to the 
Church two of the best books on the all- 
important question of entire consecra­
tion to God. He rejoiced ia the expres­
sions of sympathy and affection breathed 
by the address of the Geoeral Conference, 
and also in their success. It seemed al­
most as if this elder son of the Methodist 
family were about to overshadow the older 
Church. We did not envy our brethren 
their success. We sympathized with them 
in their losses, and mourned on account of

DR. RICE

addressed the Conference he said he could 
not occupy that platform without being the 
subject of memories w hich somewhat impe­
ded him in the discharge of his duty. The 
presence of so many faces which w ere new 
to him, made him think of the years which 
had intervened since he had shoulder to 
shoulder stood by some of those present on 
that occasion in the work of God in this 
Province. The work of those who had 
gone was with the Lord and their record 
was on high. He would uot dare to sav 
more than this lest he should take up the 
time which ought to be given to the mission 
with which he was entrusted. In regard to 
Mr. Elliott’s absence, he stated that it was 
owing to circumstances of a personal and 
connexional character. He regretted his ab­
sence very much tor he was sure they would 
only require to know him to esteem and 
love him. In relation to the Conference he 
was glad time had been allowed to lapse 
since as the result of the addresses of the 
Deputation from the United States, they had 
been upon the mount of vision. He had 
almost concluded as be listened to the ad­
dresses of the esteemed Representatives of 
the Methodist Episcopal church that his Con­
ference would appear insignificant as com­
pared with theirs but after all he thought 
they of the Canada conference were nearly 
on a level with them. The growth of the 
Conference was matter of surprise. He 
felt thankful that it contained the elements 
of power and success. The Conference of 
Canada was a youthful one, of the six hun­
dred men in it but few were older than 
himself. The hope of life was there. Iu 
their church-building they equalled the Uni­
ted States in proportion to their numbers. 
Iu Hamilton church property in 1870 was 
valued at $18,500, and iu 1871 it had in­
creased to $68,500, and their College pro­
perty was estimated at $40,000. They had 
therefore in that city $100,000 worth of 
property without debt. This was not a 
singular case. Circuit for Circuit, it would 
hold good throughout the Conference. 
They were constantly pressed with the ne­
cessity of church expansion. They had 
their mission work under the heads of—Do­
mestic, Indian, French and German. These 
missions were carried on independently of 
the Missionary Society of England. It 
was felt by the leading men withiu the 
bounds of the Conference that it was wrong 
to draw any thing for our missions from

The pulpits, not only of our own churches 
but of nearly all the. other Protestant 
churches of the city, wo 
morning and evening, by minister» attend­
ing Conference.

A Conference Love-feast was held in 
Centenary Church at 3 p. m„ which was a 
season of grace to those who had the pri­
vilege of attending it.

The Rev. J. T. Peck. D.D., preached a 
sermon of remarkable power and pathos in 
the Centenary Church at 11 a.m. At the 
request of the Conference, Dr. Peek con­
sented to allow this sermon to be published 
in the Provincial Wesleyan.

The Revs. Dr. Carrow aud Dr. Rice 
preached eloquent and impressive sermons 
in the evening—the former iu the Exmouth 
street Church, and the latter in the Ger­
main street Church.

The Ex-President, Dr. Pickard, aud Dr. 
Peek addressed the congregation iu the 
Centenary Church in the evening, ou the 
subject of Church Life, and entire consecra­
tion to God.

A Sabbath School meeting was held in 
the Carlelou Weslevan Church, at 3 p. in., 
iu which the Revs. I. Sutcliffe, T. D. Hart. 
J. V. Jost. C. W. Dutcher, R. Wasson and 
S. F. Hnestis took part
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FOURTH l'AY. 
Conference openedThe Conference opened at 9 a. 

Singing, and prayer by I)r. Stewart.
REV. W. T. VARDT.

A letter front the family of Rev. W. T. 
Cardy was read, and the Letter-writers in­
structed to convey to Brother Cardy the 
sympathy of Conference, iu view of his pro­
tracted aud severe alfliction.

The President informed the Conference 
that one of the Representatives of the Gen 
eral Conference was compelled to take his 
departure, whereupon Dr. Carrow took 
leave of the Conference, by stating that his 
parting words must necessarily he few. 
There remained nothing to complete the 
pleasure of his visit—his cup was full to 
running over. He had been entertained in 
a princely manner by Mr. Robertson aud 
his family. He should never forget the in­
tercourse which he had had with the mem 
hers of this Conference, who, like himself, 
had enjoyed Mr. Robertson’s hospitality. 
He had noticed the spirit and character of 
the Conference, aud he hud the conviction 
that a grand future awaited the Conference 
of Eastern British America. The summer 
climate of the Province xvas the most deli­
cious he had ever enjoyed, lie had a con­
viction that he could stand the winter 
climate also. He had almost made up his 
mind to ask the Conference to allow him to 
enter it, upon two conditions however— 
first, that he should not ask a supernumer­
ary relationship, aud secondly, that he 
should go wherever he was seul.

Another feature of the Conference which 
was pleasing to his mi ml was the fact that 
they were Preachers, uot readers of ser­
mons—they had not a single sermon read­
er withiu the bounds of the Conference, 
lie prayed God to continue them iu this 
matter. He had learned with interest 
some particulars in the history of this city 
since he had been here. It was founded by 
certain Loyalists who felt that they could 
not renounce their allegiance to the flag of 
England. He respected the memory ol 
these men, for he always had respect for 
men of strong convictions. With regard 
to the future of our countries no man could 
prophecy. Dr. Rice had said that we

■H
U

miouten.

ird -
lit

Had 
’i x:‘vees*- 
ir 1 » «‘Her*!

grvat i hvv had iahourvd l 
luli\ . 1 he*' bad two lax mt-n
Contervuves to one minister.

Iu the X.W Vonmx,,.,, M.-tbo.I.-i ( Lur,!, 
there was one lax man to on,- minister

rim Billie Ml,,si, HI Methodist, formed «„ 
earnest via,, ot lahomers. 1 h, ,r Ooniereoce 
xva, .‘omjK.se,i ut am equal number of minister, 
ami lax men.

Committees had been appointed hi all th,,, 
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rhethcr anything could be done which should 
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be a union in more than name.
There were difficulties also in regard to tW.r 

financial arrangements. I Imre would be a loss 
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anie to the conclusion, la
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was a possibility, aud each agreed to ced« 
some of its peculiarities in order tv effect i 
union of the whole. The

England. There had been a debt ou their would not be annexed to them—well, per­
missions of $15,000 and that the Parent haps they would consent to he annexed to 
Society paid off* after which they were us.
thrown upon their own resources and they Now the roost aolenm hour had come
now enjoyed as the result of this greater 
freedom of action. The Indian missions 
had been very successful.

Iu the French Mission a great many souls 
had been saved,- They had not accom­
plished all that they desired, yet they 
laboured in hope that, loosened from the 
grasp of Rome, they would come under the 
influence of Christianity.

The German work was iu its inception 
They occupied several stations. Two years 
ago they allowed one of their students to go 
to Germany, and to place himself under 
the care of Mr. Jacoby. He had returned 
and was now placed in charge of the Ger­
mans, and they hoped soon to overtake the 
work in that direction.

With respect to the educational work he 
might be permitted to remark, that the free 
schools were the foundation of the whole. 
In regard to higher education they had 
some misgivings, but with respect to the 
common school system they gave it their 
heartiest support. They did uot believe 
that the educational interests of the Church 
conflicted with the claims of other depart­
ments of labour. The people were prepared 
heartily to support the whole. They were 
like certain plants, the more they were 
pressed they more fragrance they gave 
forth.

At the beginning of their national exis­
tence they were laying the foundations ol 
the Dominion, deep and broad ; for they 
had no idea that they were going to be an­
nexed to the United Stales.

They had undertaken to raise $100.000 
for their Educational Institution. They 
had invented all kinds of schemes to meet 
the exigency caused by the breakiug of 
faith ou the part of the Provincial Legisla­
ture ; and he thought his brethren of this 
Conference, like themselves, would have to 
learu to love taxation. The most highly 
taxed churches were the most prosperous 
and the most liberal.

Their Female College was in a very 
healthy condition. They had just as many 
students as they wished to have. No In­
stitution on the Continent, with, perhaps, a 
single exception, occupied a higher position. 
They had studeuts from all the Protestant 
churches, aud teachers from several. 
Those of them not Melodists were thor­
oughly converted. Many of the students 
under their care last year were converted 
to God. Thus it was possible to have a 
denominational Institution and uot be pro­
selyting. Every school he thought must 
have some religious name. They began 
small, now they numbered one hundred 
resident students, and they had in their 
classes day by day two hundred.

There was no position where the same 
amount of power could be brought to hear 
upou society as iu Educational Institutions.

It was not their custom to send men to 
Xlctoria to learn to be ministers. They 
looked first for brains, next for conversion, 
and then for qualification. The time had 
come when their higher Institutions must 
be multiplied, and they had commenced to 
do so already.

With respect to a union of the different 
Methodist bodies—they hud felt that it was 
incoogruous to talk of union with others 
before asking those, as it was expressed in 
their Conference, who were “ bone of their 
bone and flesh of tfieir flesh” to become one 
with them.

The hour for adjournment having ar­
rived, on motion, it was decided that Dr. 
Rice be requested to continue his address, 
at the Session on Mouday next, at such 
time as should be determined upon.

CONFERENCE SUNDAY.

The Conference Sunday was “ an high 
day” for the Methodists of Saint John.

They might never see each other again, so 
commending them to “God and to the 
word of,” &c. he left them, in the confi­
dence that if he never saw them again on 
earth he would see them in heaven.

The President of the Conference, Rev. 
H. Pope, Jr., said that as the mouth-piece 
of the Coterence, it afforded him much 
pleasure to express the satisfaction it gave 
them to meet him as one of the Represen­
tatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
aud every one of the members bf Confer­
ence would regard it oue of the happiest 
events of his life to have met with them 
and to have listened to the eloquent and in­
structive addresses with which he (Dr. Car 
roxv) hud been pleased to favour the Con­
ference. He prayed that the gracious Pro­
vidence that had brought him iu health and 
safety among them would be his guide and 
safe conduct to his home and future sphere 
of labour.

RETIREMENT.
The Rev. James Burns, was, on the recom­

mendation of the Sackville District, allowed to 
seek a transfer to one of the Conferences of the 
Methodist Episcopal church.

Rev'd A. S. Tuttle asked permission to re­
tire from the active work for a year or two to 
pursue a literary course of study. On motion 
it was resolved that in view of our want of men 
and the geoeral exigencies of the work the Con­
ference could not comply with Bro. Tuttle's 
request.

CANDIDATE*.

In answer to the question “ XVho are now 
received on trial, viz :—A. H. XVebb, XV. H. 
Emsley, Jcr. Embree, James Strothard, C. XV. 
Hamilton, Robert McArthur and Joseph Hale 
—to be entered as on trial, XV. H. Evans, II. 
J. Clarke, XV. XX’. Brewer, XVm. Maggs, Jesse 
Giles, Caleb Parker and Soloman Matthews, 
who had come from England and had been em­
ployed on our circuits since last autumn to be 
entered as having travelled one year ; J. XV. 
Doull, Geo. J. jlbnd, Jas. XV. Fisher, E. B 
England and M. Campbell as on trial and al­
lowed to attend the Theological Institution at 
Sackville.

STATIONIN'!» COMMITTEE 

asked leave to appoint Bro. Betts, a Theologi­
cal student, to a circuit,—permission was 
granted.

Conference adjourned to meet at 2 1-21-. M. to 
listen to the Representative of the Canada Con­
ference.

AFTEBNOON SESSION.

At the appointed hour the Conference reas­
sembled and after singing aud prayer by ltev. 
A. XV. Nicolson and the transaction ot some 
routine business the

REV. OR. -HICK
resumed his address be said the special matter 
(jf the commission of the Conference, to which 
he belonged, was the union of the different bo­
dies of Methodists. The tendencies of the day 
were toward union—the aggregation of the dif­
ferent portions in state aud in church. The 
Presbyterian church bad formed a union and the 
Kirk, as it was called, was considering the mat­
ter. It was hastened by the idea that the chur­
ches would have all that they could do to per­
form the work thrown upon them. The popula­
tion of the Dominion waa increasing with gi 
antic strides. The whole of the Saskatchawan 
valley would soon be filled up. The various 
branches of Ihe church were sending their re­
presentatives into it. They had their own 
men in it, and some of the minor Methodist 
churches occopied small portions of it yet such 
portions could just as well be occupied by one 
as by two or three of them. I

Cana la Conference
found difficulty owing to the tact that it 
opposed to lax representation, and the others 
regarded it as a principle.

XX'hen the question ut Lax Delegates m the 
General Conference w ax considered, the great­
est difficulty presented itself. The men m that 
Committee from his own Cenfen-m-u were men 
ot great wisdom, ami thev thought there was 
no difficulty because the lay element was re- 
presented in their lower courts.

In their Conference, as in every othet Con 
fervnee of Wesleyan Methodists, the dooroi 
the ministry was through the laitv.

The District Meetings were composed of so 
equal number of Circuit Stewards and minis­
ters. Every Circuit Steward w as ea-officio a 
member of the May District Meeting. TWn. 
again, in regard to the power of the several 
courts. Behind the Conference lay another 
power somewhat unique They could make 
no c hange unless two-thirds of all the Quarter­
ly Meetings gave their consent. .No law 
affecting membership of the Church eould be­
come law except with the concurrence of two- 
thirds of all the Quarterly Meetings. The case 
which now came up involved the giving up ol 
these rights. The laity constituted the Upper 
House; all questions had to go up—not down 
—to the Quarterly Meetings, and be approvid 
before they became law. Many thought the 
Quarterly Meetings would never ' consent to 
give tip this power. The Quarterly Meeting! 
embraced about 5000 members in the General 
Conference, they would have only about 100 
representatives, and the Conference felt that it 
had no power to take the work out of the hand! 
of so large a number aud give it to a few ; 
hence the whole matter ut lay delegation had 
been relegated to the Quarterly Meetings, for 
they did not wish to do anything that would 
disturb the harmony of the Connexion. They 
were blessed with wonderful quiet. Through­
out their Conference, of more than 000 mem­
bers, there was scarcely any uiicomlbrtahleneis 
of feeling—they were afraid, therefore, that 
to press the matter would do inarm than 
good.

The question had presented itself was it heat 
to deal with others on the question without say­
ing to those who were bone of their bone and 
flesh of their flesh—“ Brethren we would like 
you to unite with us at all events.” Oue ot the 
difficultés with them had Wen the unwilling­
ness to divide their brethren.,.

The union of this Conference with the Can­
ada Conference would involve their division into 
several Conferences. The feeling in this Con­
ference was greatly changed now, and the size 
of their Conference rendering it impracticable 
to remain as as one Conference much longer. 
It was felt desirable therefore to seek a union 
with the Conference of Eastern B. America,that 
both might with greater success labor to spread 
Scriptural holiness throughout the laud. Some 
of the members of his Conference wished to 
come down here, and perhaps some of those 
down here would like to go up to them. For 
himself, if, in the providence of God, he should 
see his way clear he would willingly come down 
—and he thought it would he a mutual advan­
tage. They had a fine field and they felt 
strong in the work they had to do. When thj 
matter of Newfoundland was bel ore this Con­
ference he felt as if they ought to share some ol 
the difficulties under which they labored in that 
Island.

The message of his Conference was to ask 
the appointment ot a committee to confer with

Committee of Ins own Conference to look 
over the work and see if they could not effect 
a union.

lie felt as young as ever, and be could look 
forward to the time when they should have » 
range of mission sUnions Iront Newfoundland 
to Victoria, where the gospel would be preach- 
by them, lie did not think that he wai foolish 
in taking this view. They bad as Methodists

great work to do—they should have broad 
views and enter ujton tin- work with seIMenai.

In the Providence ol God tiny should be­
come—they would still stand in the old paths 
— walk in the same way. and under tin same 
banner of l lie Cross si him! side by wide.

lie was sorry to have taken up so much yf 
the time of the Conference ; he did uot, how­
ever intend to way anything by way of farewell 
other than Usât he loved them, and that scarce­
ly a dav pa-wed that ho did not think of them.

The Secretary said it had been the dream of 
his life that these should be one Methodist 
Church from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Th# 
Canada Conference owed us much. We bad 
given tbim Enoch Wood and Samuel D. Rice, 
and they had given us little in return. There 
were difficulties, still he hoped these might be 
overcome. -

Dr. Pickard said he would speak a word or 
two of a practical char act* r. He would bvgis 
by questioning the representative of the Canada 
Conference a little. Jlo would like to i*k 
whether there- was any likelihood that the 
Report of such Committee would be taken up 
and favourably entertained by the Canada 
Conference. Dr. Rice an-swered in tlx 
affirmative. Dr. Pickard wished to know
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At the‘close of Dr. ltice*s adddreew, the Se­
cretary of the Conference, ltev. D. D. Currie, 
moved, and the ltev. Dr. Pickard seconded tlx

31.

following resolution, which was unanimously i*e. l
39, i

adopted by the Conference, viz. :— 40. 1
i hat the Ad revues ot ihe Canada Confer­ 41. 1

ence to this Conference ate received in the fra­ 42. 1
ternal spirit in wbi<h they are expressed, and 43. 1
that this Conference na« heard with great plea­
sure from its representative, the K**v. Dr. Rice, 
so well known and so highly esteemed by many 
of the brethren ol this Conference, and that a

44. 1

reply to the addresses of ihe Canada Confer­ 46. (
ence be prepared; ami al-o that a Committee 
would be appointed to confer with the Commit­

46. S

tee appointed by the Canada Conference upon 47. Ü
the subject of Uniop; such Committee tu re­ 48. 8
port to this Conference next )car. 49. <i


