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LONDON, SATURDAY,MARCH 7,1885.
METHODISM,

There was held last summer in the
city of Brotherly Love a General Con-
ference ot Methodists, The Methodist
body has upon many un occasion evinced
a very deep interest in the spiritual
welfare of Catholics, After the Coreans,
Kaflirs, and Zulus the Catholics are dear-
ost to the Methodist heart, Whether
that organ of Methodistic life and senti-
ment he large or small, it is not within
our province to determine, but our
readers may on this point come to some
satisfactory conclusion of their own by a
perusal of the following resolution
adopted by the General Conference:

“Regolved, that we recommend to the
favorable consideration of the Generaj
Missionary Committee the subject of
establishing such evangelizing agencies
among the Roman Catholic population
of this country as they may deem ex-
pedient, and theappropriation of money
for the same.”

Ihe Catholic Review very pertinently
remarked at the time that no spiritual
effort is ever broached in a Methodist
Conference without the accompanying
hint of “an appropriation of money for
the same,”” This, as the same journal
observes, only goes to show that
Methodism is conducted on strietly
business and cash principles. We are
informed that when the resolution

just cited was before the Conference a | had been awakened.
gentleman bearing a name that must |
[

have grated on the ears of many of his |

brethren, to wit, that of Murphy, “made

an earnest appeal for direct labor wmong |

the Roman Catholics,” Mr. Murphy,
having a keen eye on money appropria-

were many thousands of dollars “that
will never otherwise see the light, that

will come forth to sustain a mission like

this,” This worthy brother was very |

anxious to know why they should go to

Mexico, Italy or South America, when |

at their very doors the field was white
with the harvest, The missionaries to
these countries could very easily have
answered Mr, Murphy, but these mis-
sionaries, like himself, are too deeply in-
terested in the money appropriations to

confess failure, The mellow climates

and luxuriant productiveness of these |

distant and romantic countries agree too
well with these modern evangelists that
they shouid abandon Mexico, Italy or
South America for the arid wastes of
Arizona or the blizzards of Dakota.
There was a Mr, Crawford at the Con-
ference who felt not the enthusiasm of
Brother Murphy,

matter,
the same direction as to move to strike
trom the resolution the words : “Among
the Roman Catholic population.” Ile
opined that as the resolution stood it

would have the eftect of shutting the

Catholics more closely in and closing the |
bars more than ever against the Metho- |

dists. His advice to the Conference was,
“go toall; and not to a single class_of
sinners,”
committee which had recommended the
action indicated by the resolution, op-
posed all amendments thereto, lle
pointed out
brought the matter before theConference
feeling that if some attention could be
“We
employ agencies to withstand and coun-
teract this power, (Rome) and it should
not be dealt with so lightly.”

given this work it should be done,

The res-
And now
our Clatholic brethren of the American
republic must be on the lookout for the
“agencies” of Methodism, They will
not, we know, be overawed by the
workings of the agents or agencies of a
sect g0 weak and emasculated as Meth-
odism, a sect in whose ranks infidelity

olution accordingly passed.

has made such inroads, and which is
powerless to offer the human mind the
contentment which is of faith, or the
human heart the satisfaction which is
of charity.

Just at the time the Conference met
there appeared in the American a rathep
remarkable article on the “weak points
of Methodism.” These ‘“‘weak points"
the American dealt with under three
heads. Our contemporary first called
attention to its distrust of the educationa]
forces in religion, which, it says, is the
weakest point in Methodism. “It de-

mands that the religious life shall begin '

in every case with an act of conscious
conversion, in which the subject feels him-
self first “a child of wrath,” and then “a
child of grace,” It lays all the stress
possible upon these crises of “gpiritual
experience,” little or none upon the
providential and gracious influences
which may give a man’s life the Christian
bent, not through any one great act of
choice, but through an immense number
of smaller, but in the aggregate, not less
decisive acts. It demands of the whole
body of Christians, brought up amid
Christian surroundings, that they shall
come into the church just as might so
many converts from paganism.” The
Philadelphia journal then proceeds to
the second count of the indictment,
which charges Methodism with laboring
under the defect that “it has an impa-
tience of the slow processes of spiritual
growth, an eagerness for immediate and
palpable results, a restlessness which is
not of faith, Its system of class meet
ings, with the periodical exposure of the
most secret things of the spirit to the
eye of the class, its demand for Christian
perfection as the outcome of an act of
faith amounting to a second conversion,
—its general lack of reserve about mat-
ters as to which silence is golden and
speech at best but silver,—these are its
marks as a church, which originated with
a leader who was not remarkable, among
his many great gifts, for a true delicacy,
and among a class where education had
not fitted them to perceive the defect.”
The third charge of the American avers
that “some of the methods of Method-
ism seem to us at least questionable,
It seems to proceed upon a
idea of the line which
sunders the epiritual from the natural, .
The excitement that at times pervades
great throngs of people and crowded
meetings is as merely physical as are their
effects upon the muscles of the Luman
body, which at times accompanied it. . .

. The magnetic force which pervades
crowded' assemblies is but a refined sort of
intoxicant, which no transmutation of
forces will ever convert into spiritual
energy. Like all merely natural forces,
and unlike those which are of the spirit, it
is followed too often by a powerful reac-
tion, resulting in torpidity and deadness
as great as that out of which its sul jects

talse

He thought the so- |
ciety ought to hasten slowly in such a |
Mr. Frampton went so far in |

that his committee had |

That this has been
the result in very great measure of tbe
meetings held by Mr. Moody, we kave
heard from some of the pastors in thiscity
who gave him their earnest co-operation,

\’l'hvy say that their churches have gone
| back rather than forward by reason of that
tione, remarked that in his belief there

excitement,”

We hope that these charges of the
American  against Methodism have not
escaped the notice of the Christian Guar-
dian, 1f they have so far, it isnot, we can
assure our godly friend, too late to con-
sider them, It does seem to us, after all
the American says, that the agencies of
Methodism might find active employment
among Methodists themselves, without any
interference whatever with
Romanists,

Rome or

THE REV, FATHER DOWD.

We take the subjoined sketch of one

of the most revered priests in the Do-

minion from a Montreal society paper,
It will, we feel assured, be read with in-
terest and pleasure by the thousands of
Irish Catholics in the country with whom
the name of Father Dowd is a household
word :

“Father Dowd, as his parishioners love
to call him, was born in the County

[ South, Ireland, in 1813, of respectable

parents in good circumstances; at an
early age he evinced an ardent desire to
devote himselt to the church., e made
his classical course at Newry. Ile went
to Paris in 1832) when he made his theo-
logical studies in the Irish College in
that city. Ilis course wasa brilliant one,
In 1857 he was ordained Priest by Mon-
siegneur Quelen, Archbishop of Paris—

; : ( after his ordination he returned to Ire
Mr. Vernon, chairman of the

land where he lived about ten years, six
with the Archbishop of Armagh—and

| was resident of the Diocesin seminary

of that town for one year,

“In 1517 he resolved on joining the
order of St. Sulpice and went to Paris
for that purpose, After spending a year
in their noviciate he was admitted a
member of that illustrious body. 1le
came to Montreal in 1848 and ofliciated
at St. Patrick’s Church; when Father
Connolly left St. Patrick’s, over 30 years

| ago, Father Dowd was appointed by the

superior, chiet' pastor of the congregas
tion, a position which he has retained
ever since,

“Shortly afcer his arrival he saw the
necessity of an asylum for Irish orphans
here, and early in 1849 established one,
and the same year commenced the

| building of the present St. Patrick’s
{ Orphan Asylum, which was opened in

November, 1851,

“In 1805 he established St, Bridget’s
ITome for the old and infirm, and the
Night Refuge for the destitute, In
1860-7 he erected the present commod-
ious building on Lagauchetier street for
the llome and Refuge.

“One can hardly estimate the vast
amount of suffering relieved and of the
good done by these charities,

“In 1872 he established St. DPatrick’s
School on St. Alexander street, opposite
the Church ;—the building is large and
commodious—this school is for girls and
is conducted by the Rev. Ladies of the
Congregation of Notre Dame, whose
reputation as educators is known all over
America, Over 500 pupils attend this
School, This splendid institution is
another monument of Father Dowd's

untiring zeal to forward the interests of

his people.

“Aided by the ladies of St, 'a'rick's
congregation he organizad the Annual
Bazaar for the support of the Orphan
Asylum,—these Baziars have been from
the first remarkably successful ; the first
was held in Oct., 1849, and they have been
continued yearly till this date,—the last
held was the 35th Consecutive Bazaar,
and we have pleasure in recording that
Protestants as well as Catholics assisted
in this good work.

“Besides the above Father Dowd has
done much to ornament and beautify
the interior of St. Patrick’s Church which
next to Notre Dame is the most richly
decorated in this city,

“In 1866, when the dismemberment of
the ancient parish of Notre Dame was
proclaimed, Father Dowd’s quick and
vigilant eye saw that the congregations
of St. Patrick’s and the other Irish
churches of this city would suffer seriously
thereby, and he promptly petitioned the
Holy See that the Irish Catholics of Mon-
treal ehould be left in the undisturbed
possession of their old priviieges, His
petition was, received and substantially
granted, and their position confirmed
and defined to their satisfaction,

“In 1877 he organised the great lrish
Catholic Pilgrimage to Lourdes and
Ilome, a pleasing episode, We can all
recollect the prayerful anxiety that was
felt when the vessel carrying the pil-
grims and their beloved Pastor was not
heard of for several agonizing weeks.
Prayers were oflered in all the churches
withiout distinction ot creed, a pleasing
proof that we Montrealers are not so
bigoted or intolerant as some would
make us appear,

“WhenGod in great mercy was pleased to
restore them to their homes and friends,
Father Dowd met with an enthusiastic
reception and was presented with a lite.
size portrait of himself for the Pres-
bytery of St, Patrick’s, where it now
hangs,

“Father Dowd has, on several occa-
sions, been ottered the highest dignities
in the church, but has always declined
them,—twice at least having refused the
mitre, namely :—the Sees of Toronto
and Kingston, preferring to remain with
his dear St. Patrick’s congregation, to
whom he has devoted his life,—feeling
as he has always felt, that he could do
more good here than he could do else-
where, even though he wore the mitre,

“We shall make a few concluding re-
marks on the leading characteristics for
which the Rev’d Father Dowd is so
noted.

“His large and comprehensive views
bave preserved him from falling into
defects common to petty minds, His
great intellect never deals with minor
difliculties, but grapples ouly with ques-
tions of major importance, He has ex-
hibited in his long career great talent
and enterprise in the conception and
execution of the various good works re-
ferred to above, which stamps his as a
master mind. Joined to remarkably
deep and profound thoughts is his pow-
erfully persuasive eloquence, where
golden chords have been tuned with ex.
quisite harmony to the highest subjects
of religion, not only to St, Patrick’s pul-
pit, but also in Toronto, Kingston,
Ottawa and other places in this country
and in Ireland, where his brnlliant and
impressive sermons were greatly ad-
mired, [is depth of argumentation and
his sublimity of expression give way at
mowments to the charm of gay and inno-
cent conversation. It is chiefly in the
exercise of hospitality that the largeness
of his Irish heart becomes apparent,
His residence is the home of the Irish
Ecclesiastic, whether priest or prelate.
While sharing his abundant but frugal
repast his welcome guests have fre-
quently remarked that, “the best sauces
served at table were his fatherly smiles
and his pleasing anecdotes.” Tne mem-
bers ot the Irish Canadian pilgrimage
referred to, bear witness to the intense
pleasure which his company attords.
Most pleasing and fascinating in social
circles, he is tirm and unbending in the
discharge ot his pastoral duties ; without
any exception of persons and without
consulting his own personal interests he
directs lus flock with a sate hand, warns
his parishioners of any impending
dangers; he calms the fears of the agita-
ted mind, consoles the sick, assists the
poor and encourages and comforts pious
and fervent souls, Endeared to all, re-
specied and revered by all, his counsels
are sought after by large numbers of his
fellow-citizens, for his knowledge ex-
tends through every department of
Divine and human science. Wemay say
in truth that the spirit of piety and zeal
prevails wherever his advics is taken and
practised,

“It is impossible in this brief sketch to
do full justice to the Revd, Pastor of St,
Patrick’s ; indeed, to write his memoir in
full, since he came to this city in 1848,
would be to write the history of the Irish
Catholics of Montreal for the last 30
years, so intimately has he been associa-
ted with every good and charitable work.
We are glad to say, though Father Dowd
has reached his 7lst year, he still pre-
serves all the features ot intellectual
youth and enjoys excellent health,—\Ve
conclude by wishing him continued
health and strength to guide and direct
the large flock confided to his care,”

SMISTAKES OF MODERN INFI-
DELS,” OR “EVIDENCES OF
CHRISTIANITY.”

The Detroit Free Press DPr inting
HHouse and the Carnonic  Recorp
Oflice, London, have issued a very

important volume from the pen of
Rev. George R. Northgraves, entitled
“Mistakes of Modern Infidels, or Ryi.
dences of Christianity,” 'This book com.
prises a complete refutation of Col,
Ingersoll's so-called “Mistakes of Moses
and of objections of Voltaire, Paine and
others against Christianity,” The ability
and research displayed in its pages de-
monstrate the author to be a ripe
scholar and brilliant theologian. No in-
telligent man can read it without being
convinced of its truth, Though deep and
profound thought pervades the work
the simplicity of the language makes it
piain to the most ordinary intellect, It
18 indeed a crushing refutation of the
blasphemies of Voltaire, Ingersolly and
all their miserable and deluded follow-

ers who rail against Chnstianity, The
work is dedicated to the Right Rev.
Johu Walsh, D. D, Bishop of London,
Canada — New York Tublet, Feb, 25.

ONTARIO FINANCLS.

Much interest was this year taken in
the financial statement of the Provincial
Treasurer, and with good reason, It is
now apparent to all citizens of this Prov-
ince who have eyes to see, that the time
is fast coming when the sources of
revenue under the control of the Provin-
cial Administration will be unable to
meet the expenditure required by the
growing population and increasing needs
of the Province. Alone among the
Provinces Ontario has never yet sought
to obtain better terms from the Domin-
ion Governmsnt, Contributing about
two-thirds of the entire revenue of the
country, this Province has since 1867
been the msinstay of the confederation,
at all times gladly coming to the relief
of her weaker sisters, This state of
things cannot, however, last much longer,
and the public men of the Province on
both sides of politics are beginning to
look around for some means to keep
Ontario off the rocks and reefs of direct
taxation, The financial status for 18845
may be summed up as follows :

The public accounts for 15834 show a
total expenditure of £3,207,800, against
§2,887,037 in 1883, an increase of
852, For ecivil X
against §179,525, a decrease of $18881.
In the expenses of legislation there has
been an increase of §3,074; in the ad-
ministration of justice an increase of
$51,580, of which $8,117 is charged to
the conspiracy case ; education has cost
$531,651, an increase ot §11.012; public
institutions maintenance $600,2!6, an
increase of $014; emigration £4: ,269, a
decrease of $4,305 ; agriculture, arts, etc.,
£195,362, an increase of $22,235 ; public
buildings, $535,517, an increase of $105,-
0638 ; colouization roads, $185,772, an in-
crease of $62,275; besides a number of
smaller items,

The estimates for 1385 amount to §2,-
616,643, a decrease of 830,430 ; civic
government wants, $2,445 less; legisla-
tion, $10,200 more; the administration
of justice, $26,019 more ; education, $1,-
350 less ; maintenance of public institu-
tions, $14,426 more ; immigration, §12,-
050 less ; agriculture, arts, etc., $1,580
more ; hospitals and charities, 3,551
more ; pubiic buildings, $04,927 less;
maintenance and repairs of government
buildings, $7,265 more; public works,
51,842 less; colonization roads, $25,150
less ; charges on Crown lands, 1t
mote; refund account, $18,024 less, and
miscellaneous, &1 5,044 more than in
1884, The receipts by the treasurer
were S_‘.},‘,’l 10,000,

The surplus is stated by the Treasurer
to be $6,859,665,39,

-

government £195 700

Large as this sur-
plus is, it must, unless the financial
position of the Province be improved,
soon melt away before the yearly in-
creasing demands and necessities of the
country. We said last year that the
time had come when there must be a
readjustment of the financial relations
between the Provinces and the Domin-
ion. It would, in our estimation, have
been far better if, at the time of Con-
federation, no such thing as a subsidy to
the Provinces were heard of, Better in
every raspect have made over to the
Provinces certain sources of revenue,
which if wisely developed and judiciously
employed should be sufficient for their
wants, than to have them look for any
aid whatever to Ottawa. But taking
things as they are, it is necessary that
some final and equitable arrangement
should be arrived at whereby the Do-
minion shall be released from all claims
that extravagant and improvident leg-
islatures 1ay prefer, and the Provinces
themselves provided with the necessary
means of meeting their just obligations,
This is not a party question, It is one
that comes home to the thoughts and
reflections of every citizen of Ontario,
whatever his political alliances or predil-
ections, Itisa question on the satisfac-
tory solution of which depends the very
existence of this confederation, Better
terms have been accorded every Pro-
vince of the Union, with the sole excep-
tion of Oatario, which now, after seven-
teen years careful husbanding of her re-
sources and revenues, finds herself
almost face to face with the necessity of
direct taxation,

Ontario has some strong claims against
the Dominion which her government
will, no doubt, urge with vigor and per-
sistence, One of these claims, from its
special importance, deserves particular
mention. Itisin respect of Provincial
railways, the control of which was
assumed by the Dominion in 1882, In
his last budget speech the Provincial
Treasurer thus dealt with this impor-
tant matter ;

This Confederation was entered upon
as a partnership, and should be carried
on on partnership principles, The
recognition of the demands for aid to
local railways had heretofore been liber.
ally met by this Government, The char-
ters for these local railways were applied
for to the Local Legislature, Provisions
were proposed under which we gave
these charters. Now, in 1832 the rail-
ways were taken over, and their relation

to the Dominion Government is entirely
changed.

Mg. MEREDITH—Does the hon, gentle-
man say that the eftect is to alter the
charter?

Hon, A. M. Ross—I do not contend
that the Act by which the Dominion
assumed control of our railways contains
any provisions which change the charters

we gave them, but when they assumed
Lhexﬁx they assumed the power to change
these conditions as they see fit, The
views of the people of this Province may
be overridden by the representatives of
the other Provinces. There is where |
say the wrong is done, In assuming
control of these roads I say the Domin-
ion Government assumed the responsi-
ibility of extending aid to local roads,
because it was unreasonable to suppose
that any Provincial Government would
any longer continue to aid roads over
whose management they had no control,
and which were not subject to their
charter, Therefore I say the action of
the Dominion Government in assuming
these railways put them in a new posi-
tion. But it did more, When they
assumed these roadsin this manner, |
say they rendered themselves morally
and equitably liable for any proportion
of the aid given by the Provinces, What
was the ground on which Quebec got the
grant of last session? It was on the
ground that these roads which the Dom-
inion had assumed were not local, but
inter-provincial ones, It is the same
ground on which they assumed the lines
in this Province, By the B. N, A. Act
these roads were declared to be for the
general advantage of Canada, and they
have the control of the whole of our
roads, thereby declaring that they are
no longer local lines, I say the liability
of the Dominion Government follows at
once.

Mr, Ross laid before the House asum-
mary showing the total municipal and
Provincial aid to each railway in the
Province, We commend the figures to

the careful perusal of our readers, as the
discussion of this subject is likely to be
one of the most interesting that has for
of the

years occupied the attention
House,

RAILWAYS,

Buffalo & IL.ake Huron
Bytown & Prescott
Berlin & Preston.
Brockville & Otta
(‘anada Atlantic
(‘anada Central, C P’ R..
Canada Southern..........
Credit Valley, CPR....... ..
Cobourg, Peterboro’ & Marmora
Erie & Niagara......"""""*
Grand Trunk,Georgian Bay & Lak

Erie..... «oo L168,886

306,

Galt & Doon.. 25,000
Galt & Guelph. 180,000
Girand Junction. .. .. 486,000

Hamilton & North-western.
Kingston & embroke..... .
London, ITuron & Bruce.....
L.ondon & 'ort stanley ...
Lake Simcoe Juncuion

MIQIADA. . evvvresesines - “3

Northern
Prince Edward Countv.......
Peterborough & 'ort Hopa....
Toronto, Grey & Bruce,U I’ R
Toronto & Nipissin
VICtoria ...........000000 o o
Welllpgton, Grey & DBruce. ..
Welland
Whitby, Port Perry & Lindsay
Hamilton & Lake Erie..... ...
P. A. Landin " sssssnne
North Grey.........
I’ort Dover & Lake Huron...... ..
N. simcoe y ST cees

Brantford, N. & I’. I}
Belleville & N, Hastings.... .

350,339
500,400

163,000

Erie & Huron........

Is the Dominion government in a posi-
tion now to pay this vast amount to
Ontario? Is the Dominion Treasury
within the next quarter of a century
likely to be in a position to meet the
demand which the Province and the
municipalities will, it is clear, advance
in this respect ?  To the first interroga-
tory we must give a decided negative,
which needs no explanation, To the
second we feel bound to say that it is at
best very doubtful it the treasury of the
country will even after the lapse of

suffer the disbursement of so large an
amount. The development of the North
West, the improvement of our canal
system, and the increasing of our postal

part of the surplus revenue of Canada
for even the next half century. What
then can be done to meet the equitable
claim of the government of Ontario and of

other solution of the difficulty appears
to us feasible but a compromise whose
terms should be accepted as final by
both parties, We should, moreover,
desire to see any such arrangement ex-
tend or lead to a readjustment of the
financial relations between Canada and
its various integral parts, The Provinces,
it is now clear, cannot live on the means
at their disposal. They cannot much
longer carry ou the machinery of local
government without having recourse to
direct taxation, and direct taxation
throughout the Provinces for Provincial
purposes means the early and complete
collapse of the splendid edifice raised in
1867, We believe that some scheme
can be devised whereby every Province
in the Dominioa will be provided with
ample means to live and grow and pros.
per, and the Dominion stiil left in pos-
session and enjoyment of sources of
revenue adequate to the fulfilment of
all national obligations, and the promo-
tion of every national interest. A new
settlement of the financial situation once
effected it should be looked on as final,
It is mere folly to expect that Confeder.
ation can endure if the various Provinces
may every few years make raids on the
Dominion Treasury, The American re-
public had long since perished did any
such facility then exist as that offered
by the looseness of the system now pre-
vailing in Canada to the various com.
monwealths to seek relief from financial
embarrassment through the

federal
treasury,

By all means let us at once have a re-

twenty-five years be in a condition to

facilities will likely absorb the greater

80 many of our municipalities? No

adjustment of the Provineial sources of
revenue, but let this readjustment be
tinal,

Specially reported for the RECORrD.

LECITURE BY BISHOP WALSH,

Last Sunday week His Lordshi ]lishc)p
Walsh delivered a lecture on the life of
the Church in the world, its many tria];
and persecutions, and its immense syc.
cesses, On Sunday evening last Ijs
Lordship continued this most interesting
subject, and undertook to prove from t}e
undying life of the Church, as manifesteq
in history, that she is not a human work,
but is the creation of the goedness, wis.
dom and power of God. The Right Rey,
lecturer took his text from Mathew, 16}
chap., 13th to 1Sth verses:

“And Jesus came intd the confines of
Cesarea Philippi: and he asked his djs.
ciples, saying : Whom do men say that
the Son of man is? And they saiq :
Some say that thou art John the Bap.
tist, and others Elias, and others Jeye.
mias, or one of the prophets. Jesys
saith to them: But whom do you say
that I am? Simon Peter, answering
said : Thou art Christ, the Son of u,'.;
living God. And Jesus, answering, saiq
to him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bay.
Jona: because flesh and blood hath no
revealed it to thee, but my Father who
is in heaven. And I tay to thee, thyt
thou art Peter, and upon this rock [ wij|
build my Church; and the gates of L]
shall not prevail against it,”

On last Sunday eveulng 1 spoke to yoy
about the various vieissitudes which the
Catholic Church has bad to undergo ; of the
trials and hardships which she has had t,
endure ; as well as the triumphs she Las
achieved in the long course of her history,
The life of the Catholic Church was to be
a reproduction and counterpart of the life
of Jesus Christ, its founder. He came
down from heaven to save and redeem the
world, and yet Ile was thwarted and op-
posed in His divine mission, His motive
were maligned, his character defamed ang
His doctrines misrepresented. He was
denounced as an enemy of the Ciesars and
a blasphemer against the religion of God,
He was finally put to death, and His ene-
mies thought lhey had heard the last of
Him ; but the Son of God put forth His
divine power, and while men perished and
their works dissolved into nothingness,
He arose from the grave and triumphed
over the powers of death and hell. And
80 it is to-duy with His Church. He said
to His apostles :—%The servant is not
above His Lord, nor the disciple above
His master. If they have called the mas-
ter of the house Belzebub, how much
more those of bis household.”

“You shall bave distress in the world,”
He said, “but be confident, I have over-
come the world.” And so, scarcely had
the bark of Peter been launched on the sea
of time, than she was assailed by storms
that threatened to submerge her. I'he Jews
persecuted the Church, they dragged the
Apostles before civil tribunals; they had
them scourged, and some were imprisoned
for years like Paul, and when they went
forth into the world to preach and to save,
that world turned against them and en-
deavored to crush their mission at its very
commencement, Roman power sought to
crush the infant Church and to drown her
in the blood of her martyred children, but
it failed, The Arian heresy sought for
300 yeurs to stab her to death by denying
the divinity of Jesus Christ. Barbarisw
sought to overcome her, as it had all the
insututions of ancient civilization, Mo-
hamniedanism for nearly a thousand years
waged a terrible war against her children,
The Reformation—that terrible religious
revolution of the sixteenth century—came
and sought to destroy her. The French
revolution came, took possession of her
head, laid hold of the throne of Peter and
swept over all Europe in a wave of infi-
delity and unbelief. Nevertheless,

my brethren, the Catholic Church
is more vigorous to-day and more
powerful than ever she has been in the
course of her history. She has more
children to-day; more subjects by far than
ever she had in the most prosperous days
of her power. Here is a phenomenon
worth examining! The Catholic Church
isthe only institution that has survived
among all that began with her, and it is
necessary to conclude from this, that she
is not a human work, but the work of
God, because she is imperishable. Never
was she as strong as to-day, The Civsars
that put Peter to death are gone, and
their tombs are not found; but Peter lives
on in his successors and gives laws to the
Christian world. The Church constructs
hierarchies, and reconstructs them where
they had been pulled down, as in Eng-
land, Scotland and Holland. She ap-
points bishops and sends missionaries to
the furthest parts of the earth. She
counts among her children more than
two hundred and thirty millions of the
most civilized of mankind, and from
this  undying life of the Church
we must conclude that her institution
was divine, To draw out this truth more
distinctly and put itin a clearer light be-
fore you, I will lay down a few proposi-
tions, The first is this :—Every work of
man caun be destroyed by man, = No mat-
ter how stupendous may be the works
raised by man, those works can be torn
down by the same power that put them
up. Man cannot make his works immor-
tal, and the greatest of human monuments
may bz destroyed by the same power that
built them up. See the Empire of Baby-
lon, that promised so much for immortal-
ity ; it was broken in pieces by the Medes
and Persians, And Alexander the Great,
in his career of victory, broke down the
power of the Medes and Persians, He
flashed like a meteor in history, He swept
in his victorious career over the east and
penetrated into India, and he was so in-
toxicated with his successes that he even
claimed divine worship as a God, and when
death overtook him he divided the con-
quered dominions among his generals.
Then comes the Roman Empire and swal
lows all others up, breaks down nations
and local independencies, and brings the
civilized world within its pale, It pro-
mised immortality, so much so that its
capital was called the eternal city, as if in
mockery of the consuming influence of
time that would be brought against it. It
was the most remarkable empire in his-
tory ; the consolidation of the greatest
wisdom of statesmen and the power of
great minds; and, sitting on the Seven
Hills, was the queen and mistress of

nations, What power could destroy her?
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