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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

BY REV, M, BOBBAERT

el S

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER

PENTECOST
—
THE OF THE

During the year of His public min
jstry, our Divine Saviour travelled
sbout Judea, visiting one town after
another, in order to proclaim every
where the good tidings of salvation
and to win souls for the kingdom of
God. He preached ingessantly, steiv-
ing to make His hearérs realize their
true destiny and think of God and
eternity. He is stil! as anxious now
as He was then to win our hearts, if
only we will go to Him, as did the
man sick of the palsy, of whom we
read in today's gospel. We ought to
learn from this poor gufferer how to
go to Jesus, and what graces we can
obtain from Him. Let us consider
these points today.

When the man sick of palsy,
guffering both phyeically and men
tally, heard that Jesue had cured
many others in & condition similar
to his own, he felt at once an earnest
desire to approach our lmrj‘ and ask
of Him health of body and mind. |
',vmg unable to walk, he caused

mgelf to be carried by four men,
and St. Mark, who gives a faller
account of the ocourrense, tells us
that they could not succeed in enter
ing the house, because il was g0 |
crowded with people, and conse
quently they removed the roof, and
let the sick man down by means of
ropes into the room where our
Saviour was.

1. As soon a8 cur Lord perceived
his earnest desire to approach Him,
and noticed that apparently insuper.
able obstacles did not deter him,
without waiting to be agked for help,
He said to the man: " Be of good
heart, son, thy gins are forgiven
thee. How graciouely does our
Lord welcome those who come fo |
Him with confidence! He will wel
come us, toc, if we really fry to
approach Him, as did the man sick of
the palsy. If we do not allow our
manifold occupations to interfere
with our doing *' the one thing nesd
ful and devotingz at least =
minutes of each day fo Gc if we
are not deterred by the remarke and ;
ridioule of worldly people from avail
ing ourgelves of the means of salve
tion offered us by the ( .x":,n}m
Church, viz., prayer and a frequent
reception of the
will welco 1 graciouely, and heal
our eouls of the malady caused by
gin;
in future a Christian life, and He
will enter in and abide with us,

In this way we shall
peace and joy of heart. The
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He will give us strength to lead | |

obtain | ad

reverence of the Virgin has done
much to elevate and purify the ideal
woman snd to eoften the manners of
men, It has had an influence which
the worship of the pagan goddesses
could never possess ;: for these had
been almost destitute of moral
beauty, and especially of that kind of
moral beauty which is peculiarly
feminine. Jt supplied in a great
measure the redeeming and enno-
bling element in a strange amalga-
mation of licentious and military
feeling, which was formed around
women in an age of chivalry, and
which no succeeding change of habit
or belief has wholly destroyed.”
Schlegel,
cides “i“l Lecky, when he
that

claims |

of love; an inepired
genuine female
now reared as

homage and
worth which was
the pinnancle

infuged into all hearte
sentiment of unalloyed goodnese,
Ruekin confeeses

I nm persuaded that the worship
#ic) of the Madonna has been one of
the noblest and most vital gracee of
end has never been
therwise than productive of true
10linees of life and purity ot char-
acter, There
not beec an
throughout the length
Europe in which the imaged
presence of the Madonna has not |
given sanctity to the humblest duties
and comfort to the soresi trials of
the lives of women,” And, continu-
ing, he ascribes to the Israslite

0
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Maiden every highest and loftiest | law is in keeping with the kinu of

achievement of the art of manhood.
It not only ideslized; but sancti-
fled womanhood, as the Bame writer
elsewhere maintains: “ From the
moment when the spirié of Chris.
tianity has been entirely interpreted |
to the Western races, the sanctity of |
womanhood worshipped in the |
Madonna, and the sanctity of child
hood in unity with that of Christ,
beoame the light of every
beart and the joy of every pure and
dm tened soul.”
Bleeged Sacrament.
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gesas could not understand how our | them

could say to the sick man: |
thy sine are forgiven thee,

Lord
" Son,

but they saw how, in obedience to ’

Christ's command, the
and joyfully
carried it to his own bhouee, In the
same way the worldly-minded can.
not understand bow these who really |
come to our Lord, and live as trus
Christians, can be so happy and
cheerful. They cannct appreciate |
the consolation felt by a contrite
beart, when after confession the |
priest, speaking in the name of
s;eus Christ, says: " Go, my eon, |
y eins are forgiven thee.” They
cannot comprehend the grace and
inward comfort that we receive
through union with our Divine Lord
in the most holy Sacrament of the
Altar.
r of compreheansion. If they
hose, they might learn it by experi-
ence in their own persons, but this |
they are unwilling to do.

Our Lord conferred a temporal |
benefit also upon the sick man hy‘
|
|

man aroee,

healing his bodily disease. He will
not abandon His faithful followers in
trinle affecting their health nnd‘
worldly concerns; and a Christia
who has made his peace with (xod
will naturally work better and more ‘
industriously, for labor will have |
more attraction for him when per- |
formed for love of God, and his |
heavenly Father will bestow upon
him in abundance Hie blessing with-
out which nothing on earth can
prosper.

Let us therefore follow fhe ex- |
ample of the man eick of the palsy,
and have recourse to our Lord, when-
ever our sine have cut us cff from |
Him. Many of you may often have |
wished to begin .a better lifé; per
gevere in thie resclution ; d(?pmo the {
goseip and mockery of the world, and |
with bhumble and contrite hearts
approach our Saviour; He will not
fail to welcome you, and you will
feel what cuuaolam'm is contained in |
the worde: ‘' Son, thy gins are for-
given thee,! Amen.
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Lecky, the champion of Rational. |
igm, its eulogist and historian, whom |
no one can elaim to be affilisted with |
- ﬂhnm» itions credulity ’ or ‘!mn-i

y tendencies,” speaks in this |
l kninn ! i

“The world is governed by

and geldom or never has there been |
one which has exercised & more
galutary influence thon the mediwval
conception of the Virgin.
All that was best in Europe clus‘m. d
round it, and it is the origin of many
of the purest elements of civiliza-
tion.”

Aganin:

“ Whatever may-be the thought of
its theological propriety " (he speaks
a8 o Rationalist, who would, no
doubt, use the same language when
gpeaking of our Lord,) " there is, I
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Washington, D. C., Aug. 16.—The
recent note issued by Secretary
Colby defining the position of the
United States as regards Soviet
Russia has given unusual importance
to the pamphlet "Bolsheviem in
Russia and Americs,” by Rev, R, A,
MoGowan of the Social Action
Department of the National Catholic
Weltare Council. Father McGowan's
work, which i just off the press, was
| prepared early this year and is the
flest publication, in pamphlet form,
of the Social Action Department,

Not only does it contain a compre-
hensive e"pnm'\tmn of the manner
Lenine unﬂ his followers,
v»bu bossted that “Two hundred

ousand members of the Bolshevik

‘rqr.s are impoging l,ht ¥ proletariat
| will
| power

on the wmaes,” gained their
but it 8 particular atten-
to religion, marriage and
divorce under Soviet rule and gives

| & survey of the streagth of the Bol

iki m
States as well as
erican political p
often misnamed Bol

‘It is not new to
pamphlet, “that Marxian Socialiem
is joined hatred of religion.
Bakunin, the other theorist of the
Russian revolution, was graduated in
atheism in the school of Marx. Be
fore the revolution, the program of
the Bolshevik party called for separ-
ation of Church and State and sepnr-
ation of the Church and School.
Their seizure of power gave them the
opportunity.

“"Among their decrees is found the
following : 'All the properties of
existing churxch and religious pocie-
tien are declared national property.
Buildings and articles designed for
religious gervices are, by special

shev United
of other
ies which

ovement in the
A Bummary

to
o

the great German poet | and no sign of religion is allowed to |
and critie, a staunch Lutheran, (\.niur 1 appear in the government,

“with the virtue of r‘hlvuh,' | state and place even the right to use
was associated a new and purer spirit | the churches and hold public services

of |
humanpity, snd enjpined by religion \ Another law forbide ‘the teaching of
| iteelf under the image of the Virgin ‘ religion in nll State and public, as
| Mother

has probably |
innocent cottage house |
and breadth |

honest |

—The Sentinel of the |

decision of the loocal or central author-
ities given for free use by corres
ponding religioue societios.’

"This decree took from the
churches and religious societies not
only their lande, but also their
church buildings, schools, monas-
teries, hoepitals and aeylume, It
gives to men who hate religion and
despise it, the power of forbidding
public religious servicee. 1t attempts
to put the church under complete
control of the State. A later order
tempered the certain rigor of the law
by advieing officials not to offend
teelings of the religious. Religious
oathe are also forbidden in the courts

The net
effect is to make the State an atheist

J in the hands of State officials,
| though despising religion,
adviged not fo too

who,
are

be severe,

|well as in
| establishments
| eubjects are taug

private

in

educational
which general
MARRIAGE

AND DIVORCE

"The Soviet laws on marriage and |
divorce give further ground for the
) charge that Socialism is opposed to
| Christian marringe and the home.
The only valid marriage ceremony in
Rugsia ig a civil marriage ; a relig
ious marriage is not considered a
marriage. Marriage is contracted by
| merely signing a statement that it
| hag been contracted voluntarily and
| that no legal impediments are pres
| ent. When the marriage is recorded
it is legally effective. The divorce
| marriage allowed by the State. It is
| very lax, All that is neceseary is for
| either husband or wife to want a
‘ divorce. A divorce may be obtained
\ by mutual consent by merely having
& record of the divorce made., If
only one of the parties wants a

| divorce the local court gives it, and
| either at the time of the divorce or
| in a later civil suit decides on the
care of the children. Alimony is |
allowed the wite if she cannot work,
“These two laws lead to normal de-
| generacy. They give color to the old
accusation against Socialism that it
| stands for ‘tree love.’ The border of [
‘free love' ls preached in Bolshevik |
| Ruseia.”

BOLSHEVISM IN AMERICA

In discussing Bolsheviem in the
United States the pamphlet points
out that "Bolgheviem has lately been
used very much as an epithet,” and
that organizations and individuals of |

| all varieties of radical and progress

| ive thought and sction
| time or another during the past

have at one
year |

found themselver listed as _Bolshe-

| viki.

! Bolghevik,

| very few are Socialists the accuea-

| rank and file of the labor movement
| are Bolsheviki,
asgumption.

| Bolshevik
| from the Socialist

| poliey
g f cally quasi-Bolshevik parent organi-
‘ zation.

hort |
| the. guestion.
Manning

"Even the united labor movement
has been accused of Bolsheviem.
Still, when it is recalled that collect-
ive bargaining and the strike ars not
and that not one of the
leaders is a Bolshevik, while cnly a

tion ie seen to be very groundless.
Othere eay that very many of the

but this is only an

"The Socialist party iteelf is not a
organization, Separating
Labor pacty in
it has consistently followed a
in oppoeition to the theoreti-

1901,

During 1919, it expelled |
many local organizations for being,
ag it thought, Bolghevik, In o doing |
it diminished its own membership by
half. |

‘There ie one test which decides
The Bolshevik be
lieves in direct seizure of political |
power. He rejects the ballot and |
political elections ae & method of
accomplishing the Socialist revolu- |
tion. A Socialist who believes that |
the revolutionary seizure of political
power is the flrst necessary step
towards the common ownership and
use of the means of production and
distribution, is a Bolshaevik. The
Socialist party, however, is com-
mitted to the use of the ballot to
obtain legislation, reform Capitalism,
and obtain a Socielist majority in
the Government. It is therefore, not
o Bolshevik organization. This idea
waé frequently repeated during the
recent trial of the Socialist Agsembly-
men at Albany.

“The Plum Plan has frequently
been called Bolehevik, and more fre.
quently, an attempt to set up a rail-
road Soviet. But it is not Bolsheyik,
because it aims at obtaining the
public ownership of only one industry
through political victory at the polle.
Under this plan, though public
ownership is widely extended, it is |
to ba obtained by purchese through
political legislation, and it leaves
still a very wide area for private
ownership. For these remsons it is
not Bolghevism, even Socialism,

“Public owne ip of some of the |

dre |

says the |

meang of prod n and distribution |
is sometimes r ken for Socialism, |
and in the turmoil of today is fre

quently called eviem, Publio
| ownership may or may nm be a fool

| ish policy—that is not the qum ion |
here. But whether wiee or foolish, |
is is not Socialism for the precise
rengon that it ie public bwnership of
some of the means of production and |
distribution. The fleld of private |
ownership in the means of liveli
hood is limited by it, bul not
destroyed.

Bols

THE

“In the Bishops Program
Reconstruction, puablished by
National Catholic War Council,
find the following sentence:
majority muet somehow become
owners, at least in part, of the
instruments of produoction.’ Thig

COATHOLICO POSITION

the
we
‘ The

| chosen Apoetle

| figuration

| denial of Peter and

for |

statement shows that the program of
the bishops, while opposing Social-
ism, opposes capitalism also and aims |
t the extension to the mejority of |

@ people of private nwnenblp in |
the means of livelihood, It nims at

+6 soclety in which wage earners will

also be part owners of the tools and
materials with which they work.
Involviog to a great extent

|

Um |

abolition of the wage syetem, still it |

does not propoee public ownership of
all the means of production and dis
tribution, It rejeots capitalism, but,
nob private ownership.

" Bolgheviem ig not an
phenomena, It has ite roots in the
present scheme of things. It is an
apgry, impatient protest against the
economic and social evils of the
modern man. It is a bitter cry
against Oampitalism. Because OCapi-
talism ie one kind of private owner
ghip, and the only kind of private
ownership maeny hoave experienced,
men are led in their protest to
embrace Sceinliem. They plan then
to build on the ruine of the Capi-
talist world, a new society baged on
common ownership. Buttheir angry
protest and sharp impatience, their
hatred of private ownership and their
yearniog for a revolution even at the
cost of life itself, are the bitter fruits
of Capitaliem,

“"But in the United States at the
present time, the demand for common
ownerghip has mede only slight
headway, while Bolsheviem has
obtained even fewer adherents.
Social unrest is wide and deep, but
the people have not yet turned in
large numbers to Socialism or to
Communiem. But if the threat now
of & revolution cannot be taken
seriouely, no one can be certain of
the future. For our social unrest
can easily grow to revolutionary
proportione, unlese concerned and

far-reaching action is taken to right |
the economic wronge which are the |

soil from which revolution springs.”

——

THE FEAST OF
TRANSFIGT

-

THE
RATION

Our Divine Lor
led a life of sacrifice and prayer. He
expected His Apostles to do the same
Yet He understood well their human
frailty and provided for it. Often in

| the midst of hie journeying by the
| lakesid

e and along the dusty roads

irclated |

d while on earth |

of Judea He looked with compassion |

upon the tired
His followers

but earnest
and commanded them
to "ocome neside and rest awhile,
The Feast of the Tranefiguration was
pre-eminently euch an oocaeion.
Worn out by their wanderings ard
their incessant toil the three
Poter and James
and John, were taken by Our Lord
up to Mount Thabor, There He
showed them the glory of His Divin
ity. They had been gazing on His

faces of

b vy

human form during all the daye of |

His public ministry. But now for a
¢ moment He manifested His
His face did shine as the sun
and Hie garments became white as
enow. On his face was the look, not
of earth, but ot Heaven. Stunned
and dazzled by the sublimity of the
vieion the Apostles fell down in
ecstasy at His feet, and could only
exclaim in rapture ' Lord it ie good
for us\to be here.
The vision on the mount of Trans
suetained the Apoetles
during many grievous days to come.
It was sufficient to avert the
the desertion of
Apostles on tte
but it no dcub
and proved ore

not

the thres favored
night of the Agony,
brought them back

f
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Caognpletely Relieved by this Crand
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BOISS

EAU,
le from fruit
j=and are

n being

of the influence
bopes sustained
the Orucifixion and the Sepulture
Similarly with wus, Our
expects us to take up our croes and
follow Him. The Ch lan’'s lifq ie
a life of sacrifloe Yet ocenslo
Christ offers the sweetness of His
eonsolatione. We have our moments
when we seem to senee the glory of
Heaven in our souls, when we seem
to burn like the sun and o bearrayed
in glistening garments and like the
Apostles to f bow good it ie to be
at friendship with God. These man
ifestatione of the “Divine goodness,
thess celestial premonition
over many & dark and dreary period
in our lives. A vigit to il
Sacramen?, a fervent Holy Commun
ion, or &a moment of self communing
with God are visits to the mount of
Tranefiguration. They are given to
us for a useful purpoes, for He who
made the human
hungry it is for
happineers

that kept
during the days of

8

)

consolation

The Apostles came down from the |
dreary |

Mountain fo take
round of unpleasant
also return from moments when we
almost glimpse the entrance fto the
celestial paradise to that we
are not changed, that we still have
our inflemities, our weaknes
our pettiness. But courage,
verance, and the reflection
roward that is awaiti
ho serve G will epur us on

y. The Feast of the Trans
ation is a breath of

up the
duties. So we

realize

perge-
upon the
ng in Heaven

their

Lord |

nally |

, tide us |

Blessed |

beart knows how |
and |

308 and |

Heaven gent |

down to earth to inspire us with Lha | loneliness—loneliness of heart, of
samo thoughts that animated the | sympathy—offer that up to the
chosen three Apostles on \lountlﬁnrtred Heart., He knows you, and
Thabor.—The Pllot, He sees to the very depth of your
heart, because He is the Man.God.
He can sympathize, He can console,
a8 no other can

——

Courage, St. Teresa eaye, is neces
sary for a person who is striving at When the secret of a blessed life 18

:\urfectilm and when you feel | made plain to ue, we see that each
.nnel:,_, sod becauge I know that | gne must learn it for himself
often in the midst of many there is Bishop Spalding.
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