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MacNeill's policy was to give a prom-
ise of soldiers for a promise of Home
Rule, and actual soldiers for actual
Home Rule. He and his Volunteers
were opposed to partition.

BAD FAITH

John Redmond's offer that Ireland
be entrusted with her own home de-
fence, an offer with which the most
advanced Sinn Feiners agreed, was
refused by England. It wes some
8ix weeks atter the War had been on,
before the King signed the Home
Rule Act, but it was immediately
held up by a suspending Bill. Red
mond considered that this scrap of
paper with the royal signature was a
sufficient guarantee of England's
good faith and he and the Prime
Minister, Mr. Asquith, came to Dublin
on September 25th, and asked Ire.
land to fight in the British Army.
Asquith, in a magnificent appeal for
the rights of democracy and small
nations, asked of Ireland, “ The free
will offering of a free people” and
promised an Irish Army Corps. The
promise was never implemented
though Ireland raised three divisione.

AN EXCRUCIATING DILEMMA

Consider now the position of the
Irish nation in September 1914, Her
position before the War was tragic
enough. She had been on the eve of
obtaining legislative autonomy and
was thwarted of her right by the
armed deflance of a section of her
own people; for Orangemen are
Irishmen. But with the outbreak of
War, she was placed in an excruciat-
ing dilemma. Her national enemy
England was, by a merciful dispensa
tion of Providence, om the just eide
in the World-War. In this inter
national conflict England's selfish
interest and England’s unselflsh duty
coincided. The egubstantial justice |
of the Allied Cause even increased as
the War went on, for Turkey joined
(Giermany, and the greatest democracy |
in the world replaced Czaristic Russia
a8 our ally, Yet England remained
88 unjust as ever towarde Iraland, |
The English Government not merely
refused to free the one small nation
in Europe it controlled, bat actually |
refused to accept this semi.free
nation ae¢ & national ally in the War, |
For it England accepted Ireland as a
national ally in the War, she wculd |
necessarily have to accord her after }
the War, if not sooner, the rights of a '
nation. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Asquith, was merely oratorical when
he asked Ireland for the “free gitt of
a free peopie”; later in the War his
successor, with less rhetoric and
more blunthess, proposed ingtead the
conscription of an unfree people.
From the beginning everything was |
done in recruiting sppeals to flout
and deny the ideal of Ireland a
Nation. England wanted Irish sol
diers to fight as “finative levies,” to
use the cynically cruel phrase of a
later Minister of War, Churchill:
she did not want the Irish nation as
an ally., Hence that seotion of the
Irish people who were opposed to the
national ideal were given every
encouragement to feel that they
were fighting for England and
against Ireland. An Ulster Division,
the 86th, was formed for Irish Pro.
testant Unioniste, and for the first
time in the twentieth century, a
Division based on sectarian and
political lines took the fleld. With
the full approbation of Bonar Law,
Carson proclaimed, at the formation
of this division September 24, 1914 :
“When the War is over we will eall
our Provisional Government together
and we will repeal the Home Rule
Bill as far as it concerns us in ten
minutes. All our Ulster Volunteers
are going to kick out everybody who
tries to put it in force in Ulster.”
Speaking of the lllegal Ulster Volun-
teers which he intended maintaicing
throughout the War, he added: *“I
will never consent to a single gun
leaving Ireland.” Similar senti
ments were expressed by the Gen-
eral Officer Commaunding the 36th
Division, While the Ulster Division
was allowed to talk treason, Kit-
chener refused to accept Redmond's
offer that Irishmen should defend
Ireland, and likewise vetoed the
turther offer that the Irish Volun-
teers be taken over as an Irish Ter.
ritorial Force. Even when the Irish
Tenth Division and the [rish Six-
teenth Division were eventually
formed, the mere Irish were neither
trusted nor respected by the War
Office. The Sixteenth Division was
refused permission to have an Irish
flag. While the rank and file of this
Division were about 95% Oatholic,
out of the four hundred odd original
officers only three were Catholics
and they were subalterns. The pre-
ternaturally patient John Redmond,
having borne all thess insults in
silence for fifteen monthe, eventually
publiched them to a surprised world
in the British Commong on Nov. 2,
1915, The Irish like the Sepoys
must be officered by the representa.
tives of Empire. When they tought
and with reckless bravery loet their
lives, as the Tenth Division did at
Gallipoli, the incompetent British
General in command of the opera.
tions relused even to mention them
in his despatohes. What was Ireland
to do? She had fought for Eagland
under Wellington, so well that he
paid that "It is mainly to the Irigsh
Catholics that we owe all our proud
predominance in our militery career,”’
and yet the same Wellington flouted
the unarmed Irish nation at Clontarf
and saw the veterans of the Pen
insular War dio of starvation during
the Great Famine. Was Ireland to
give her lite’s blood to England dur.
ing this War, and have as the highest

| ists who joined up when War was

poseible reward, merely provincial
parliaments with partition ?

IRIBH AND ULSTER VOLUNTEERS

The Sinn Feiners said : “No. We
are under no obligation to England,
till Englend fulfils her obligations
to us,” Redmond and the Nation-
aliste judged differently. The Allied
cause was juet, Therefore Ireland
must fight for it. Ireland thus began
to fight for her own enemy, against
the enemy of Hurope. Though
treated as an inferior race mot fit to
be trusted or to officer its own men,
the Irieh joined the British army.
Up to October 1915, 27,954 National
Volunteers had jcined the colors.
They had done as well as the Ulster
Volunteers, for though 215,000 people
signed the Ulster Covenant, and
though they were permitted to make
the Ulster Division as Orange as an
Orange Lodge, only 27412 Ulster
Volunteers had joined the colors by
9th October, 1915. It was only in
that week, 14 months after the War
began, that the Ulster Division left
England and it was only on July 1,
1916, twenty three monthe after the
War began that it entered a real
battle. Long before that date the
Irish Sixteenth Divislon had faced
German gas from Loos to Hulluch
and the Irish Tenth Division had in
the previous year, fought under fear-
ful odds in Gallipoli in the heat of
summer end in Sarvia in the snows
of winter, Armed Orangemen may
have talked much about “No Sur-
render” before there was a war, but
significantly enough the first Irish
regiment to practice thie dootrine, as
wae 80 bravely done at Etreux, on
August 29, 1914, were the Munsters.
IN SBPITE OE " MALIGNITY' IRELAND
LED CANADA

Official flgures have never been
given showing Ireland’'s total mili-

tary contribution to the War. The
official number of recruits ascapted
for the Army was 155,069. This does
not include thoee who joined the |

navy, nor does it include the reserv- }

declared, nor the Irish regular sol
diers who were already in the army
at the outbreak of War. These vari-
ous claeses bring up the number of
native born Irishmen from (reland |
who were in the British forces during
the War to at least 185,000, In addi- |
ticn over 050,000 volunteered but
vere rejeoted as medically unfit,
I'nie is proportionatsly a higher
number of soldiers than the number |

| of native born Canadians who enlist

ed during the War, In the British |
House of Commons on October 19,
1916, Jobn Redmond stated that the
number of men in the Army and
Navy from Ireland was 167,000 of
whom 100,000 were Catholics. These
men had enlisted in spite of the
British bureaucracy, whick not
merely refused to acknowledgs the
Irish nation, but in many instances
actually discoursged the enlisting
of Irish Nationalists lest Ireland get
credit therefrom. These Unionists
were willing to be “traitors to Eng-
land that they might ba tyrants to
Ireland.” It was tothis Lloyd George
referred when he stated in the House
of Commons that same day: “Some
of the stupidities which sometimes
almost look like malignity which
were psrpetrated at the beginning
of recruiting in Ireland are beyond
belief.”

IRELAND'S WAR EFFORT
UNPARALLELED

There are some who belittle
Ireland’'s war effort. To my mind, it
is not merely wonderful, it is un-
paralleled in the history of the world,
I know of no other instance in the
history of Earope, where our 100,000
men of the subject race volunteered
to fight for their own conqueror, be-
cause he was engaged in a just war.
It is a great thing to lay down your
life for your friends, but an incom-
parably greater thing to lay down
your life for your enemies. The
reward was in proportion to the
sacrifice. The leading official of the
conqueror in Ireland today, insteads
of proclaiming to the world that
nigh 200,000 Irishmen fought for
democracy, would justify his own
denial of democracy by the lie that
there are in Ireland 200,000 men
ready to commit murder., 1 say this
is a great reward : for the highesé
reward a Christian oan receive is to
be insulted for doing good.

SOME HUMAN NATURE IN IRISHMEN

It would be superbuman for the
whole Irish race to have maintained
this ungelfish martyrdom for five
years. To begin with, a considerable
section of the Irish nation, the
Unionists, were never ecall ‘d upon to
play the role, as they fought for their
friend, and for a continuation of
their own asfendancy. Another sec-
tion of tbe Irish race, the Sinn
Feinere, considerad the role of
martyrdom to te national suicide,
and refused to enlist. Some few,
like Patrick Pearce, feared that Irish
Nationalism would disappear alto-
gether and would be succeeded by an
snti-national Imperialism, unless
aotive opposition was made to the
Empire. Hence he proposed, and
eventually proclaimed, a rebellion,
which would, as he foresaw, fail
militarily but succeed morally,
through the revival of strong nation-
alism which it provoked.

EKNEW PATRICK PEARSR

I knew Patrick Pearse and am
proud to have known him. It is six-
teen years gince I flrst met him at
the Connochu Fels in Galway. For
years I read his inepiring editorials
in Irieh and Eoglish in the Claid-
heamh Soluis. That was before he
entered politice. He was one of the
noblest and most idealistic teachers
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this ocenfury has produced. His

charm oan best be seen in Iosagan, a
volume of Irish tales, which are a
proof that Irish literature can be
written even by some who learn
Irish when they are already adults.
Carson’s adoption of physical force
ohanged the patriotic teacher into
the revolutioniet. I just missed
seeing Pearse in Dublin in August
1914. He wrote me that he had left
for the West. A fortnight later I
learned that in the very first month
of the War be favored seizing Dublin
Cnstle as an act of national self-
assertion, He was 80 engrossed with
Ireland's national wrongs that he
failed to read the international situa
tion aright. When finally in Easter
1916, he learned that Dublin Castle
intended to diearm the Irish Volun-
teers and gaol their leaders he led a
thousand Irieh Volunteers against
the three million soldiers of the
British Army.

MORAL EFFECT OF IDEALIST'S
REBBLLION

Pearse made the streets of Dublin
red with blood, firet because be con.
eidered that constitutionsl agitation
would at most obtain for Ireland a
provincial status ; secondly, because
he saw it cheated even of this fruit
by the armed resistance of Carson’s
volunteers ; and thirdly, because he
believed that the only way to con-
vince his own country (and the
world) that Ireland must bave all
the rights of a sovereign nation, was
to proclaim and establish an Irish
Republic. As his volunteers were
practically nnarmed, and as his only
hope of getting arms was from a
German source, he formed an alliance
with Germsany, despite the fact that
four hundred thousand men of Irish

blood were then fighting Pruesian
militarism. The German ship with |
its cargo of arms was intercepted, |
and the rebellion easily put down, |
but by his very failure Pearse guo- |
ceeded in one of his main cbhjecte, |
He made the msjority of the people
of Ireland almost within a month |
Sinn Feiners. The reason of this
ochange was the belief
that, while 170,000 Irishmen of Ire- |

| iand bad fought for the liberties of |

the Continents of Europe and Asia,

their unselfish heroiem had not

moved England to grant to Irishmen |
af home the liberties for which they |
were fighting abroad. On the other |
hand, Pearse and Connolly, the poet

and the Labourite, who had been |
executed by British soldiers because |
they tried to set Ireland free, wers |
by popular consent numbered among

Ireland’s national martyrs.

The British Cabinet thoroughly
excited by the rebellion, first de- |
stroyed Castle Rule, and then re-
established it, at first offered a tem- |
porary partition, and then, when it |
was accepted by Redmond and |
Carson, nullified the offer by altering [
the terms. Ireland drew breath
more freely when she saw that poli
ticiane had failed to dismember her, |
Redmond, in accepting temporary
partition, did so in spite of the
opposition of the Ulster bishops, and |
without the consent of the Irish
people.

NATIONALISM OUT OF TOUCH WITH
IRELAND

The Nationalist Party, which before
Easter week, had been willing to
postpone a settlement of the Irigh
question till atter the War, believing
that the Government of Ireland Act
of 1914 and Ireland’s 100,000 Catholic
soldiers were a sufficient guarantee
that she would get national autonomy,
now realized that the nation did not
approve of this one-sided bargain,
but rather demanded a delivery of
the goods. 50 the party asked for
immediate Home Rule. Lloyd
George, now Premier, offered in
March 1917, nothing but partition.
Redmond, in protest, asked whether
the Ulster minority were to have
power over the msjority for ever.
The Nationaliste then appealed to
the United States and to the Domin-
ions to apply Wilson’s principles to
Ireland. The United States was on
the pointé of entering the War, so the
Government saw flt to announce on
March 22, that it had decided to make
another attempt at a settlement.
Meanwhile, on April 19, Sinn Fein
held a convention in Dublin, declared
Ireland’s right to complete inde-
pendence. and demanded representa-
tion at the Peace Congress. The
Irvish Catholic bichops now learned
that the Government’'s new plan was
merely partition, and in a joint man-
festo signed also by three Protestant
bishops, called upon Irishmen of
every creed, clase, and party, to pre-
vent their country being made a new
Poland. As a result of this protest,
the Sinn Feiners won South Long-
ford, and the Government's partition
policy published a week later (May
1917), was rejected by the Nationalist
Party. The Bishops had saved Ire-
land from partition.

THE IRISH CONVENTION

The Government puf forward as an
alternative proposition a Convention
of Irishmen to draft a scheme of
Irish gelf - government. A new
chapter in contemporary Irieh his-
tory now began. By granting this
Irish Convention, England thereby
admitted Ireland’s right to sclt-deter-
mination. Sinn Fein immediately
demanded that the instrument of
self - determination be adequate,
namely, that the Convention be free
to choose complete independence if
it wish, that the English Government
pledge iteelf to the United States and
the Powers o ratify the decision of
the majority of the Convention, and
that the Convention consist of none
but persons freely elected by adult
suffeage in Ireland. All their de-
mands were refused, so Sinn Fein

refused to recognize the Convention.

BINN FEIN A8 A POLITICAL FAQTOR

To provide an atmosphere of good-
will the Government released June
17, (1917) all the Rebellion prisoners.
The lender of these, a young Irigh-
epeaking sohoolmaster, Eamonn de
Valera, presented himself as the
Republican candidate in Clare, to fill
the vacancy caused by the death in
action of Major Willie Redmond.
By a majority of 3,000 Clare voted
for de Valera and an Irieh Republie,
Kilkenny City followed Clare's exam-
ple. In Oogtober the Government
raided and seized the arms of the
National (i. e. Constitutional or
Redmondite) Volunteers, though the
Ulster Volunteers were lett in undis
turbed possession of 50,000 German
rifles. Questioned in the House, on
October 23, (1917) the Chiet Secre-
tary (Mr. Duke) said that “ The
young men of Ireland—200,000 of
them—are being enrolled for the
purpose of creating a new Reabellion
in Ireland.” Two days later Sinn
Fein held a convention in Dublin,
with 1,700 delegates, representing
over 1,000 clubs and a membership
of a quarter of a million. The con-
vention passed a constitution, the
eisential clause of which is the fol-
lowing: " Sinn Fein aims at secur-
ing the international recognition of
Ireland ns an independent Irish
Republ’c, and shall make use of any
and every means available to render
impotent the power of England to
hold Ireland in subjection by mili-
tary force or otherwise.” It was de-
cided to appeal to the Peace Con-
gress.

CONVENTION IN SESBION

Meanwhile the Government's Irish
Convention had been sitting. Practi-
cally all interests in Ireland, except
Sinn Fein, were therein represented
It opened in Trinity College on July |
25, 1917, and began by electing Sir |
Horace Plunkett OChairman, The |
Southern Unionists agreed to a modi-
fied form of Home Rule for the whole
of Ireland, but the Ulster Unionists
rafused all overtures from their
fellow-Irishmen, even scorning to
accept the proposal of the leading
Protestant in Ireland, the Protestant |
Arcbbishop of Armagh, who advo
cated the Canadian plan of both
federal and provincial parliamente, |
that is a national Parlinment for the |
whole cof Ireland and provineial
parliaments for Ulster and the other |
provinces. Thereupon, Mr. Lysaght, |
& Dominion Home Ruler, in a letter |
of resignation warned the Govern. |
ment: " Every country to which |
the principle of selt determination is |
to be epplied has within its borders

| & minority opposed to ite national |

freedom Is Ireland alone to be |

ni i i i y y i ] | s 2
| dominated by that minority, which, | tion wae organized unofficially.
Protestant Archbishops evaded the | Home Rule, is & much greater denial |

it must be remembered, has been
offered in Ireland, concessions and |
safeguards unprecedented in any |
democratic country in the world ? |
The time has surely come for the
Government to prove to the Irish
people that fullest self-government
i8 not only possible, but certain, for
Nationaliste within the bounds of the
British Empire; otherwise, they
need not be surprised if an increas-
ing number of Irishmen refuse to
accept anything short of complete
separation.”

John Redmond did not live to see
the end of the Irish Convention ; he
died on March 6, 1918. I had the
sad privilege of saying Mass in the
presence of his dead body in West-
minster Cathedral.

REPORT OF CONVENTION WASTE
PAPER TO LLOYD GEORGE

The report of the Irish ( jonvention,
8 very valuable docuzuent, was finally
laid on the Table of the House of
Commong on April 7. It was found
that the fundamental proposition
establishing an Irish Parliament,
consisting of King, Irish Senate, and
Irish House of Commons, was agreed
to by all except the Ulster Unioniste.
Lloyd George, without reading the
report, announced to the House of
Commons : " That the msjority was
not such as to justify the Govern-
ment in saying that it represents
geubstantial agreement. Therefore,
the Government would take the
responsibility of submitting to Parlia-
ment such proposals for the estab-
lishment of self government in Ire. |
land as they thought ‘just’.” By
these worde, in effect, the Premier
threw the report of the Irieh Con-
vention, and the principle of national
self.determination upon which it was
based, into the waste paper basket.
Many suspect that the Premier's
motive in oreating an Irish Conven-
tion, which he foredoomed to failure
by making it a mere debating society
and by demanding practical unanim-
ity, was to deceive the Americans,
lest the Irieh Question dampen their
war ardor.

STATEMENTS WORTH RECALLING

One written statement of Lloyd
George to the chairman of the
Irish Convention is worth recording,
as it condemns in advance his pres-
ent partition bill : “ The only hope
of agreement,” he wrote on 25th
February, 1918, “ lies in a solution
which provides for the unity of Ire-
land under a single Legislature with
adequate safeguards.”

The same day that he rejected the
report of the Irish Convention, the
Premier introduced .a Bill to con-
scribe the whole mantood of Ireland
(in ite first draft priests also were
included) from eighteen to fitty
one years, He coupled to this
propogal of wupiversal and im
mediate Consoription, a promise of
some form of self-government, for,
he added, " when the young men of
Ireland had been brought in large
numbers into the fighting line, it 18
important that they should feel that
they are not fighting for the purpoge
of establishing a principle abroad
which is denied them at home.”

| upon

| God,"”

RESISTANCE TO CONBORIPTION
SPIRITED AND DETERMINED

His promise of some vague form
of Home Rule at some future date
was received with derisive i.credul.
ity. His attempt to conseribe Ire-
land met with the same opposition
in that country which a similar
propoeal on the part of the British
Parliament would have met in
Canada, Australia or South Africa,
The Military Service Act, neverthe-
lees, was passed on April 18, and
the Nationalist Party left Weetmin-
ster. The menace of Conscription
deew together all Irish parties,
except the Unionists. A convention
of leaders was called for April
18 at the Manslon House by
the Lord Mayor of Dublin, After
congulting with the Irish Bighops,
who were holding a meebing the
same day at Maynooth, the Mansion
House Conference issued the follow-
ing declaration : “Taking our stand
on Ireland’s separate and distinot
nationhood, and effirming the prin-
ciple of liberty, that the Govern-
ments of nations derive their just
powers from the consent of the
governed, we deny the right of
the British Government or of any
external authority to impose compul-
sory military service in Ireland
against the clearly expressed will
of the Irish people. The passing
of the Conecription Bill by the Brit.
ish House of Commons must be
regarded as a declaration of war
on the Irish nation. The alternative
to accepting it as such is to surren-
der our liberties and acknowledge
ourselves slaves. It is in direct
violation of the rights of small
nationalities to gelf-determination,
which even the Prime Minister of
England—now preparing to employ
naked militarism and force his
Act upon Ireland — himselt offisially

aonounced as an essential condition |

for peace at the Peace Conference.
The attempt to enforce it will be
an unwarranted aggression, which

we calilapon all Irishmen to resist |
cctive means at their |

by the most ¢
dieposal. The bishops simultens
ouely published the foil ywing state
ment In view egpecially of the
historio relation between the two
countries from the very beginning
to this moment, we consider that
Conscription forced in this way
Ireland is an oppressive
and inhuman law, which the Irish
people bave a right to resist by every
meaps consonant with the law of

part in the anti-conecription pledge

administered at the Catholic Church
doors in Ireland, April 21, 1918. A

The

question by appealing for recruits.

Meanwhile, the voice of Labour made |
iteelf felt at an All.Ireland Labour |

Conference, held also on April 21,
which unanimously oppceed Con-
ecription, demanded for Irsland the
independent stalus as a nation, and
recommended their cause to their
brothers in the Labour movement
throughout the world. Two days
later, Labour successfully orgenized
a general strike throughout the
whole of Ireland except North East
Ulster and the Belfast Dublin rail-
way line.

RESISTANCE JUSTIFIED

Looking at the Conscription ques-
tion at this distance of time and
space i! is hard not to justify Ire.

land’s resistance. I was in the Brit-
ish House of Commons when it was
introduced, and I felt that a greater
blow had besn struck &t the British
Empire by this action of Lloyd
George and his Tories than by the
German defeat of the Fifth Army
which was its alleged excuse. There
are only two ways of governing a
nation : by consent of the governed,
or by Prussianism. To have en-
forced Conecription in Ireland would
have been the same as Prussianism.
England refrained from creating an
interminable civil war which would
weaken her both militarily and mor-
ally. So a recruiting appeal was
launched under the threat of Con-
scription,and martial law was bitterly
enforced. I visited Ireland at this
time and it was the oddest recruiting
campaign I ever saw. People under
Martial Law don't usually volunteer,
Even the Orangemen, who had every-
thing to gain by a victory of Eng-
land, refused to enlist. Indeed dur-
ing the last years of the War Ulster
did not give enmough recruits to re-
place the wastage of her Division.
To keep it up to strength, Irish Cath-
olio battalions were added to it from
the Irish Sixteenth Division. Fitty
thousand Ulster Protestants enlisted
during the whole War, though 215,
000 pledged themselves to fight
against the Empire if Home Rule
passed. Carson's Orange Free State
did weil during the War, but it hag
no right to depreciate the equally
good record of the rest of Ireland.
The Orangemen, like the Sinn Fein-
erg, and unlike the Nationalists, did
not trust England. They kept their
own illegal Volunteers armed and
intaoct throughout the whole War.
It is the latent pressure of this armed
force of the Orangemen which ig
today the determining factor in the
Irish situation. .An interesting
chapter could be written on ‘' Our.
selves Alone'"” in Ulister. When
these Orange Sinn Feiners join the
Irieh Sinn Feiners, Evgland will
have as little power over Ireland as
she hes over Canada. To prevent
such a consummation, the Ascend.
anoy Class must in all haste parti.
tion Ireland. All talk ol two races
in Ireland is humbug, The so-ocalled
homogeneous Ulster” of the Union.
iste does not exist. The introduction
of proportional represeutation, de.
#pite the protests of Carson's party,

| of Poland

{ tary and a half
| members that

into the recent Iriesh Munieipal elec.
tions gave Derry, the gecond Orange
capital, a Sinn Feia mayor, Ulster,
apart from the city of Beltast, is in
majority Catholic and anti-Unfonist.
In the so oalled six county area, four
of those counties with Derry City
have combined » Nationaliet or anti
Unionist majority. To maintain an
Ascendancy there ' No Catholic need
apply,” the old wicked maxim—
Divide and Rule—is to be applied to
Ireland.

LLOYD GKORGE'S MOTIVE

Thise is the motive behind Lloyd
George's partition bill. This carves
out of Ireland a country which may
be called " Carsonshire,” gives to
this Carsonshire and to the trunoated
body of Ireland petty provincial
parliaments and demands that this
divided Ireland pay as an annual
tribute to the Imperial master
eighty.seven million dollars. That
Britain may be sure of getting this
toll, she herselt holds control of
Irish Custome, Excise and Income
Taxes. Needless to fay, the vivi-
sected Ireland will not be allowed to
have a Militia. If she had soldiers
of her own, as had every other
nation under the sun, she might be
unreasonable enough to insist on
enjoying all the rights of a free
nation. Ireland is not even to have
the privilege,of saying where the
surgeon’s knife will enter her body.
Two countiee, Tyrone and Ferman
agh, and the borough of Derry, which
have a Nationalist or Sinn Fein
majority, are against the will of both
the nation and of the local majority,
to be added to Carson's pound of
flesh. Armagh, the See of St.
Patrick, will no longer be in Ireland.
The vivisection will cut the heart
from the body of the nation. A
purely illusory means of reunion is
proposed.
want actually to divide the living
Irish ohild into two and wish the
world to admire them for their wigs
partiticn,

PARTITIO OF NATIONS AN

D

ISRUPTION OF EMPIRES

The world remembers the partition
the world remembers that
the three strongest Empires on the

| Continent of Europe, as three Im

perial eagles or vultures, fed on the
prostrate body of Poland for a cen
and the world re
less than
8go these three Emypires were broken

The Orange Sol I | bo pieces and the once partitioned
18 Jrange Solemn seague |

and Covenant of 1912 had its counter- |

Poland resurrected into a sovereign
nation,
note, however, that the futurs rulers
of England, the Labor party, repudi

. | ate this proposed crime of the Coali
Protestant protest against Conserip- |

tion Tories.
which Bonar Law complacently calls

of Irigh nationality than is the pres
ent Union. For the Union while it
puts the Irish Nation undsr the con
trol of England, nevertheless recog-
nizes the existence of the nation it
subjeots. The King is sovereign of
Great Britain and Ireland, that is of
two nations. The Irish nation he
rules through a Viceroy, throvgh
an Irish Executive Government
and an Irish  Privy Council.
All the local Government boards
and departments, whether under
popular or under government
control—are national. Dublin Castle
iteelf is & proof of Irish nationality,
for only a nation can be a geubjsot
nation. Even the 87 coercion acts
of the nineteenth century bear wit-
nees that the island of Ireland is one
nation. Ireland is not merely one
administrative unit, she is also one
Judicial unit, with her own national
judiciary, under an Irigsh Lord Chan-
cellor., This judiciary ie of course
appointed by the conquerors. The
educational system, from the Irish
National Schools to the Irish
National University, is again a
recognition of the nation it was
originally intended to denationalise.
The Churches of Ireland, both Cath-
olic and Protestant, aleo witness that
all Ireland is one nation. The Epis
copalians call themselves the Church
of Ireland, the Presbyteriane, the
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, and
the Irish Catholic bishops unbite in
National Synods. I make no appeal
to the geographioal or the historieal
arguments which are conclusive in
favor of Ireland a nation. Only con-
temporary history concerns me to-
night. I maintain that the very
macbinery of the Union recognizes
in a hundred ways that Ireland is
one national unit. To prevent that
nation from ever enjoying the politi-
cu! rights of a nation, England is
now engaged in partitioning Ireland.
She forgets that she cannot hurt
Ireland without hurting herself.
She forgets that the history of Europe
since 1918 shows that the partition
of nations usually ends in the digrup-
tion of Empires. For nations sur-
vive empirer. Empires were made
by men, but nations by God. There
isroom both for England and for Ire-
land in the world, Each has her cul
tural mission to perform, and neither
can perform hers fully unless both
be friende.

BOHEMIA—A PARALLEL

I will conclude this sketch of Ire-
land’s political history since the
armed Orangemen successtully defied
the British Parliament six Vears ago
at Larne, with a comparison with
Bohemia. Austria united the crown
of Bohemia to hers in 1526, Henry
VILI. assumed the title of King of
Ireland in 1541. Just as there were
English colonists in Ireland before
Henry VIII's time, so there were
German colonists in Bohemia be
fore the battle of Mohacz, There
wae this  difference, however,
In the early sixteenth century,
in nineteen.twentieths of Ireland the
Norman, Welsh, Saxon and English
coloniste had been absorbed into the

These English Sclomons |

| with racial problems re

two years |

It is some satirfaction to |

Irieh nation, while in a large part of
Bohemia |[German langusge and oul.
ture had already heen paramount for
centuries. Prague, the capital of
Bohemis, was the seat of the first
German University in the Middle
Agee. In the nineteenth century
Ireland demanded Home Rule of
Eugland, and Bohemia demanded
Home Rule of Austria. The British
and Austrian Empires refused, In
the World-War, Austria conscribed
Bohemia to fight for her, and Eng-
land firet cajoled and then tried to
conscribe Ireland to fight for her.
At the eleventh hour, Austrin offered
Bohemia Home Rule. It was too
late ; the Czecks declared a Czecho.
Slovak Republic. At the present
hour England offers Ireland a mook.
ery of Home Rule, containing deadly
partition. It is scorned by the ma-
jority of the elected representatives
of the Irish nation who claim that
they constitute the Dail Eireann, or
Parliament of the Irish Republio.
There are three million and a half
Germans in the Czecho-Slovak State.
Large parts of that State have a Ger.
man majorily and are contiguous to
Germany or Austria. Was Bohemia
partitioned becaunse the minority did
not went to leave the German union ?
By no means. Lloyd George agreed
with Wilson and Clemenceau that the
historic unity of the Bohemian State
must be recognized, despite the large
section colonized by the German con-
querer. The Germans of Bohemia
are three $imes more numerons than
the Unioniets of Ireland, and like the
latter they have held for centuries a
political, commercial, social and re.
ligious ascendancy. Yet this ascend-
ancy party in Bohemia must now
bow to the forces of democracy and
nationality
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constructive forces at the Peace Con-
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to Ireland the same medicine t 18y
applied to Bohemia and mar y other
parte of Europe. Unless it is settled
on the great principles which form
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difficult as the
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SUPPORT IRELAND'S JUST DEMAND

I appeal to all who care for the

| British Empire, to all who support
Tbis proposed partition |

democrecy and hate ascendar ey, to
all who cherieh patriotism ard love
liberty, to support tke just, national
demand of undivided Ireland for a
government of her own choice.

Kor Mr. Chairman, it is imperative
that the present cruel martial law
in Ireland with the wunlawful
reprisals it provokes should forth-
with cease. It is imperative, not

-merely for the sake of Ireland, not

merely for the sake of Eogland, not

merely for the sake ot the British

Empire, but also for the sake of the

whole League of civilized Nations.

For

“ No flags are fair, if Freedom's flag
be furled.”

The whole of the human brother-
hood suffers from a wroog done to
any member, Christianity is not
practised when brother hates or
harms brother. May the saint who
was chosen by God to be the greatest
benefactor of the Irish race, our own
glorious apostle St. Patrick, obtain
of God, by his powerful intercession,
peace and jusiice for the land he
converted to Christ.

FRANCISCAN FATHER PILOTED
BATTLESHIP

Catholic News Service

Birmingham, Jan. 31.—How an
English Franciecan Father piloted a
battleship was told a few days ago at
a reunion of the Birmingham Caten-
iang, when Father Alexius Calder-
bank returned to hic parien, after
serving as a naval chaplain during
the War.

Father Alexius was asked to under-
take the duties of linson officer with
the French ships in an Allied squad-
ron of British and French war ves-
sele. During the fulfilment of this
duty the squadron with whigh
Father Alexius was serving was
ordered to return to its base at Scapa
Flow.

When the squadron was off the
north coast of Scotland foul weather
set in, and the ships were separated.
The French flag-ship on which Father
Alexius was serving got into difficul-
ties, and the ship's navigators, not
being familiar with the coast, which
is very dangerous especially in rough
weather, got out of their course, g0
that the ship was heading for a dan-
gerous reef of rocke.

Father Alexius had some knowl
edge of the coast, and he told the
Frenoh commander of the imminent
danger, and volunteered to pilot the
ehip into port. His offer was
accepted, and acting under his
orders and guidance the steersman
got the vessel into harbor with
perfect safety.

For this remarkably oapable and
gallant achievment Father Alexius
received the Cross of the Legion of
Honor from the French Government,
and was also mentioned in dispatches.
Father Alexius is Guardian of the
Franciscan Monastery at Olton, near
Birmingham.
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Better be an hour too early than a
minute too late.




