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We have seen that the Franciscan
Rule treats the neglect of any precept
(not being a wanton neglect, of
course, ) as an irreguiarity, but not as
a 8in, not even as a venial gin. Nor
does it appear to give the superiors
power to couvert it into sin by giviog
to the precept an added ntrlngency
The Dminican Rule refuses to make
such n neglect & mortal sin, but im-
plies that it may be & venial o,

Nevertheless, says St Dominie,
there are three classes of precepts
“ which bind up unto mortal sin,”
quae obligant ad peccatum mortale,
‘I'hese are:—

(1) Al the precepts of Scripture,
This simple provision at once dissi-
pates into thin air the malevolent
misinterpretation of Littledale and
other assallants on this ground of the
Jesuits and of Rome. Assuredly, as
they would all allow, not enly do not
all the precepts of Scripture bind to
the commission of sin, but not one of
them so binds. There is not one of
them which does not present itself, in
its time and place, as a solemn duty
before God. Not the observance of it,
but the neglect of it, is sin.

Now what excuse can Littledale
have, or auy one else, for not know-
ing this simple fact, which of itself
settles the whole controversy ? here
can he no excuse. Betore bringing
their fearful accusation against more
than haif Christendom, they were
solemnly bound to search the whole
range of Christian antiquity, trom the
time when this formula ohligare ad
peceatum or obligationem ad peccatum
inducere firs, appears, and to trace iv
down through every instance of ite
application, until its sense is estab-
lished beyoud possibliity of doubt.
Taey were bound at firat to assume for
it & moral and Christizen meaning, and
having dous go they would have found
their assuwption confirmed by ¢
fresh instance of its occurrence.

How-
ever, let us postpone personal remarks
and examine further,

(2.) The next class of precepts
whicn ‘‘ bind up to mortal sin " are:
all the precepts of the canon law, that
18, of couras, all the precepts of this
which are still in force, and which
apply to a Dominican. Now even a
Bosion Ocangeman, unless quite out
ol his head, will allow that not one
precept of the cannon law s~ts out to
command Catholics to sin. Iveryone
glves itself out as being, then and
there, something which it is a virtue
to fufil and a sin to disobsy. More

over, the extremest Protestant will
allow that most of the canonical pre-
cepts are morally fnnocent, and many
of them iorally commendahle. To
translate therciore oiligare ad pecca-
tum as signuifying ' to blod to commit
sla " would be here as meaningless s
in the former cage, though not quite so
monstrous. The sense here also is
porfecily plain.  These precepts of the
canon law which are still in force bind
Catholics In general, but many of
them may be held to bind them at most
only sub levi, nundar pain of venial sin,
ohligant ad peccatwm veniale, So far
they bind every Dominican also,
slmply as a Cawnolic. St. Domlinie,
howsver, wishes his sons to be under a
still stricter obligation to the canon
law. Accordingly he provides that
every Dominican who consclously
transgresses a now binding canonical
precopt which applies to him, 18, even
wheve anotner Catholic might only be
condemuocd sub levi, condemned, by
virtue of his Rule, sub gravi. Obli

gatur ad peccatum mortale.  ** He is
bound up unto mortal sin."

Wa sre that by this time the mean-
ing of “obligare ad peccatum” is per-
fectly ascertained. Moreover, neither
St. Francis nor St. Domuie finds it all
necassary to explain the formula. Of
course ha had no need to explain what,
as Doctor I lward Steitz, atter full ex
amination, assures us, 18 in  use
throughout medieval theology, and al-
ways tu the same sense : ‘‘to bind up
to the point of sin if disobayed.”

(13.) The third class of Dominlcan
precepts which bind up to mortal sin is
found in the commands of supsriors, it
enjoined under threat of excommuni-
catton or in virtus ot holy obedlence.
Novartheless even thes . solemn cow-
mandg, if  given unadvigedly, or
angrily, not only do not bind up unto
mortal sin, but do not bind at ail,

This special authority gives to Dom-
intcan ( apparently not to Franciscan
superiors, of reinforeing the precepts
of tha Rule or thelr own paricular
commands oy giving them the power
‘Cobligandi ad peecatwm,” is evidently
the original from which
toi i e desuit Coustitutious in

The authority glven to tte
superior in both cases 18 the sama, It
the right of providing that & brother
who in this c¢ase disoboys shall be
‘“bhonnd up into sin " if a Jesuit at
least to venial, if & Dominican, always
to mortal sin,

The next passage cited by Doctor
Steliz, is about sixty years later. It is
found in the great Dominican St.
Thomas Aquinas. St. Thomas {8 con-
sidering the question, whether all
monastic precepts obligant ad peccam,
“bind upon into sin.” Of course
netther he nor his questioneis are such
idiots as to be inquiring whether all
monastic precepts bind peopla to sin.
Of course none of them do. Thev are
one and all given as means of leading
a more excellent lifo, to the greater
glory of God, and the greater perfec-
tion of man, and also, in the case of the
mendicant orders especlally, to more
undivided service of mankind. Yet
if every monastic pracept ‘‘ bound up
uuto sin,” so that a brother could not
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pass over any,
stances, without finding himself
involved in sin, the monastic
1ife would be too burdensome and dis-
couraging. The secular life would
then be more helpful to salvation, for
geculars are not bound under all cir-
cumstances to the precepts of the
Church, but ouly to the commandments
of God. Therefore, decides the Angelic
Doactor, we caunot give to human or-
dinances in the form of monastic pre-
copts an authority which we donot give
to them in the august form of canouns
of the Church. Both classes of com-
mands often bind sub peccato, but
neither class does so invariably.

Of these six passages which I have
cited from Edward Steitz, one from St.
Francis, 18 three hundred and thirty
years older than the Jesuit Constitu-
tions ; four, from St. Dominic, are
three hundred and twenty four years
older ; one, from S:. Thomas Aquinas,
13 about two hundred and eighty years
older, All six nse the ‘‘formula obligare
ad peccatum,” or ** ad culpam.” The
Jusuits use also ‘‘obligationem ad pecca-
tam Inducore,” but no one attributes to
this any different senge. The formula
in all seven casee, as the connection of
each shows, has one and the same
meaning : ‘‘to bind to anything up to
such a height of obligation as to induce
sin if the obligation is dlsobeyed."

I may remark, in passing, that St.
Thomas does not fortify his reasonings
by reference to the Franciscan Rule,
sloce those exemptions apply only to
that one Order. He discusses the mat-
terlon universal principles,

These seven examples conclusively
settle the meaning of obligare ad
peccatum. Six of them, we note, are
taken from the thirteenth century.
Yet trom the unintelligent slanders of
Doctor Littledale and his accomplices
—for they deserve no other name-—
we might suppose that the monastic
life began with the Jesuits, in 1540,
and that we have no concern to go
back of them to ascertain the meaning
ef their constitutions.

Tnese citatious of Steitz are crush-
ingly conclusive. I will add one in-
stance, equally conclusive, which I
mvuult have found. Cardinal Bellar-
mine, who died one hundred and
seuenty-one years before this scandal-
ous distortion of the language of his
order had come into anybody's head, is
asking why St Peter and the Apostles
found the law of Moses ‘‘a yoke which
neither they nor their fathers were
able to bear.” He gives two reasons,
First, the law has such an expressive
muitiplicity of precepts. Secondly,
every precept obligat ad peccatum,
‘“pinds up unto sin ' Not a precept
of the law binds a Hebrew to commit
sin, but every one, if neglected, binds
him up unto sin, involves him in sin.
Even purely unconscious transgres-
gions of purely ceremonial precepts
were, if not substantially, yet at least
prefiguratively, sins, and could only
be expiated by a trespass offoring.
How different, signifies St Peter, from
the mild yoke of Christ, who treats
uothing as ein, in the forum of con
sclence, unless it violates reverence,
purity, justice or love, in other words,
un ess it violates charity !

The rabble followers of Littladale
will go on lying as before, but the
weight of facts will at last crush its
weay through all the fabrications of
slander. Charles C. Sitarbuck.

Andover, Mass
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PREACHERS OF INFIDELITY
ENEMIES OF SOCIETY.

Yeos ! they are the very worst
mies of soclety. For, in depriving
the peopie oi their CThrisitan iaito,
they also deprive them of the strongest
motives to morality, and thereby un
dermine the very foundations of good
society. DBy depriving the people of
Christian faith they break down the
barriers and open the floodgates of
superstition, viceand immorality, In
fact, they would throw us back into all
the hideous demoralization and sccial
corruption of ancient paganism. The
unhappy eff:ets of doubt, ekepiicism
snd a waning faith are but too sadly
manifest at the present time, when
vice and immorality are increasing
with fearful rapidity, and need no
encouragement from infidels.

The preachers of infidelivy,
prosumptuously laying claim to the
highest reason, are, iu fact, the most
unreasonable people in the world. Man
{8 naturally a religious being. The
whole history of the race provesthat he
will have & religion of some kind. 1f
you do not give him a goed religion he
will oaks to himself & bad one. Now
il is nonecessary to take time to prove
tnat Chrigtlanity issuperior to all other
religloosg.  Oae of itg supreme excel-
lencies {8 that {4 professes and teaches
the supernatural.  This appeals power.
fully to human nature, which naturally
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pratseworthy 1n human sentiment and
human conduct ; and it satisfies the
highest aspiratioos of the human soul.

Wa speak, of course, of Christianity
as embodied in the Catholle Church.
Proteetantism gives a handle to infidels.
Experlence proves that the principles
and teachings of Protestantism lead
logically to infidelity. Ingersoll was
not far astray when he declared that
aven Professor Briggs was on his side.

The Catholic Caurch not only pro-
poses & high standard of morallty, but
she presents the most powerful motives
that can possibly be brought to bear
upon the human soul for conformity to
the rules of conduct which she lays
down. In fact, that is the real head
and front of the offence of the Catholic
Church in the eyes of infidels, that she
does present this high standard of
morality and these strong motives for

observance. Oar infidel friends, at
jeast the more rabid and blatant class,

|
ural. It appeals also to reason and to
all that is highest, noblest and most

in any circum- ' do not like restraint. They prefer the

liberty of free unrestrained licence.
and self indulgence. They will not
recognize any authority — human or
divine — outside themselves, It trri-
tates them beyond measure to be told
that they must lead lives of purity, of
pelf-denial and self-restraint — that
they must govern their paseions, dis-
card selfishness and live not for them-
selves alone but for the goed of others
Bat why should they object to euch
principles and such conduct? Is it
not good for them as well as for society
generally ?

Some of these men seem to have a
perfect passion for airing their crude
and blasphemous raviugs before the
public, and untortunately they have
no trouble in gathering crowds of
sympathizers who are ready, to ap
plaud the most irreverent aud daring
blasphemies, and these are spread by
fore the public by a corrupting press
Why should these men wish to under-
mine the faith of the people? It does
them no good, and 1t is certainly a
great ipjury to the people. It not
only, as we have sald, takes away all
restraint, and thereby encourages vice
and immorality, but it deprives the
poor, the distreesed and afllicted of
their only comfort and solace in this
world of gorrow and trouble, and of
the consoling hope of a glorious im
mortality beyond the grave. The
poor, deluded followers and admirers
of the Ingersolls, the Tom Paines, the
Voltaires and others like them, should
remember that ridicule is not the test
of truth, and it does not follow that be
cause there are difficulties connected
with asubject, therefore it can not be
true. The fact is, there are diffizul
ties everywhere, and you can ridicule

any subject if so disposed. We are
surrounded with mysteries. The old
adage eays truly: ‘“ All things go

out in mystery.” Infidels 'themselves
may well take note of the fact that
they, in spite of their confident pre-
sumption, do not monopolize all the
wisdom of the world. They simply
set up their own judgment in opposi-
tion to the combined wisdom of the

acrog —tha reo 4 of tho l“'-nzolr-no-r\n
ages--ine re ol ihe tugation,

the experience, and the judgment of
the profoundest thinkers and the most
brilliant intellects the world has ever
produced. [n fact, with a bold reck-
lessness, begotten of pride and pre-
sumption, they are not only doing ir-
reparable irjury to the community,
but are risking their own eternal
well-belog in the world to come, as
they may find to their eorrow when
their demoralizing mitsion on earth is
ended . —Sacred llenrt Review,

READ THE LIVES OF GOD'S
SAINTS.

It people only knew the benefits to
baderived from reading the lives of
the great Saints, who, in every age,
have filled the Church with the sweet
perfume of their holiness their biog-
raphies would be found in every
Christian home. These are the books
that Catholics should prefer to put into
the hands of well disposed or inquiring
friends. Bat it is not only, or prin-
cipally, for the benefit of those outside
the fold, that such books are written
and published. They are meant not
ouly o glorify God, who *‘'Is wonder-
fal in his Saints,” but also to furnish
us Catholics wiith examples of viriue,
borrowed from those who are of the
same earthly mould, that will encour
age us, and, if need be, shame us into
serving God and eaving our souls.
The very Saints themselves were often
led to renounce the world and begin
their h,mcmv hv roadlng and reflact-
of the Saints who
went before them. This was the be-
ginning of conversion and perfect
life for an Ignatius, a John Colombini-
ani and others. Even the greatSt. Au
gustine was released from his inward
struggle and spiritual bondage, and
called to ** walk In newnees of life”
by the short, pithy argument which he
puts into the mouth of that ‘‘ vener-
able matron, Chastity, in whose train
walked countles: hosts of young men
and maidens,” Twu non poteris, quod
isti quod iste? Why canuvot you do
as these men and women did?—
Sacerdos in American Herald.

» o™i e
BAD COMPANY AND FOOLISH
MARRIAGES.

ing ou the holy deeds

Fvil companionship has led more
gouls to ruin in this city than any
other gource of evil of which we know.
We would say to the young readers of
this paper, accept no ons for a com-
panion in life who does not fear God,
and who is not governed in everything
by the maxims of religion : otherwise
he or she may cause you to lose vour
soul, whatever may be his or her
natural goodoess of heart.— American
Herald

There is danger in neglecting a cold,
Many who have died of consumption dated
thenrtroubles from exposure, followed by a
cold which settled on their longs, and ina
short time they wero beyond the ~ln|l of the
best physician,  Had they used Bickle's
Anti-Consumptive Syrup, before it was too
late, their lives weuld have been spared,
This medicine has no equal for curing
coughs, colds and all affections of the throat
and lungu

Do Nor DrnAy.—When, through debili
tated digestive organs, poison finds its way
into the blood, the prime consideration is to
get the poison out as rapidly and as thor.
oughly as possible, Delay may mean disas-
ter. P’armelee’s Vegetable Pills will be
found a most valuable and effective medicine
to assail the intruder with. They never tail.
They never fail. They go at once to the
seat of the trouble and work a permanent
cure,

SIGNALS Or DANGER.—Have you lost
your appetite 7 Have you a coated tongue ?
1lave you an unpleasant taste in the mouth
Does your head acha and have you dizzi
ness 7 If so, your stomach is out of order
and you need medicine. But vou do not like
medicine, He that prefers sickness to medi-
cine must suflar, but under the circumstances
the wise man will procure a box of Parme-

lee's Vegetable Pills und speedily get him.
self in health, and strive to keep so.

DUTIES OF CATHOLICS.

The Cardinal Archbishop of Malines
says that ‘‘ a home without at least
one good Catholic paper habitually
visiting it is an anomaly that should
cease to exist in an age such as ours.”
The truth of this made more plain
every day by the hostile and unfair
attitude of the secular press And yet
the {ncrease of iodifference among
Catholice towards the Catholic press is
pari-passu with the increasing plain-
ness of this truth,

“‘The natural guardian and instruct-
or of the child is the parent, and in
olden times they fulfilled this obiiga-
tion to the very letter. But in our
day, circumstances prevent the parent
from giving the educational and re-
ligious ipstruction desired, hence the
necestity of supplementing their efforts
by means of the parochial school. The
Sanday school. while important in its
place, yet is not sufficient for the
spiritual education of your children.
To send them five days in the week to
a godless school 18 A dangerous exper-
iment., The child thus taught may
grow up and become educated in a
sense, but not from a Christian stand
point.

‘*The heart as well as the mind of

the child is continuously active, and if
it does not receive the proper training
fn youth, it will likely become an in-
fidel or skeptic. *‘Train up a child in
the way he should go, and when he is
old he will not depart from it.” This is
not only Scripture, but common sense,
and accords with universal experi-
ence
* The state of public school is, and
should be only for those un-Christian
people who will not even give their
childeen a fair chance of becoming
Christinns. For Christians to send
their children to an un-Christian school
is to violate their most sacred duty to
their children, their Church and their
God.”
Thus spoke a Protestant preacher
from his pulpit last Sunday and that
in spite of the great flourish of trum-
pets which attended the opening of
nuhlh- echoola, Truth travalae slowly,
hut its reserved force makes it all the
more wonderful and effective at the
goal.,— Church Progress.
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USE OF INCENSE.

The using of incense in the solemn
services of the Church prompts an in
quiry that it gives us pleasure to
auswer, Independent of all symbol
ical significance, incense is & material
adjunct to the impressiveness of a
reitgious service. Not only does it
render splendor to the already solemn
ritual of the Church, but it is a sub
stance full of the sweetest fragrance,
and therefore a suitable cffering to the
Lord of Hosts, who, according to Cath-
olic doctrine, ie upon the altar. It was
not without spectal significance that
frankincense was one of the gifts
offered by the three wise men, who
journeyed from a far off land to pay
nomage to their nmew born Saviour.
What was offered to Him then is still
offered by us: a meagre thing in
itself to offer to an infinite God : bat
one which is given out of an abund
ance of the heart, as being what little
we finite creatures can afford. What-
ever is calculated to arrest the atten-
tion of the worshipper, arou:e his devo-
tion and raise bim up to the super
natural, {8 not neces.arily inditpers-
able, but, at least, appropriate to pub-
lic worship. Incense at our public
services has been handed down to us
from the earliest ages of the Church,
and the Church clings lovingly to ol
traditions. Incense is aleo a F_\mbnl
of that duty which all Christians ac-
knowledge to be due to God, especial-
ly at divine worship, viz : prayer.
For as incense cannot ascend until it
first be enkindled, so our prayers can-
not mount up with eflicacy to the
throne of God unless our hearts be
first enkindled with divine love.
“ Let my prayer, O Lord, be directed
as incense in Thy sight,”” says the
Psalmnist. Tae use of incense dates
further back than even the Church
herself. It was sanctioned and more
than this was positively enjoined in
the Old Lew, by God Himself. For to
Moses did He issue special irjanction
to employ it in the service of the Tab-
ernacle. Just as God Himself deemed
the use of incense a becoming acces
gory to public worship in days of old,
#0 does the Church deem it a becoming
accescory to worghip now. Naither
the nature nor the symbolical meaning
of inceunse has Chﬂngt‘d
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Sarsaparilla and m: ka sure of health.

Hoon's :anarilla is the One True Blood

Parifier. Great Nerve Tonic, Stomach Regu

lator., 1o  thousands its great merit I8

Especially Mothers

Are giost competent to appreciate the
purity, sweetness, an A4 delicacy of Curi-
curA Soar, and to discover new uses for
it daily.

Its remarkable emollient, cleansing, and
purifying propertics derived from Cuti-
CURA, the great skin cure, warrant its use
in preserving, purifying, and beautifying
the complexion, hands, and hair, and in
the form of washes and solutions for ulcer-
ative weaknesses, annoying irritations and
chafings, aswell as for many sanative pur-
poses W hich readily suggest themselves,

in many of the above conditions, gentle
anointings with CuTiCURA, the great skin
cure and purest of emollients, in addition,
will prove of astonishing benefit.

Bold throughout theworld. PoTTRR DRUG AND CHEM,
v S0le Props., Boston. ** Send for Skin Secrets,” fsoe
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Contains 64 Beautiful Full- page
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Stories by the Be .t Writers:
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INDIAN MISSIONS.

ARCHDIVOCESE

fstrings and ¢
and suve the deal

Box C. k.,

bow, extr s
price. Buy direet from us

& McFarlane,

lll" ﬂl‘ BONIFACR
MAN.
IT HAS BECOME A NECESSITY To

appeal to the generosity of Catholick

throughout Canada for the maintenance avg
development of our Indian Mission, The re
sources formerly at our command havein greal
part failed us, and the necessity of a vig
policy 1mposes itself at the present mom Y
owing to the good dispositions of most of the
pagan Indians and to the live competition wa
have to meet on the part of the secta Per.
sons heeding this call may communicate th
the Archbishop ot St. Boniface, or with
undersigned who has been specially c!
with the promotion of this work.

Our Missions may be assisted in the follow
manner :

1!. Yearly subscriptions, ranging from 5 to
£100,

44

2, Legacies by teatament (payable to th:
Archbishop of ~t. Boniface).

3. Clothing. new or second hand, materia)
for clothing, for use in the Indian schools

4. Promise to clothe a child, either by fur
nishing material, or by paying =1 a month io
cage of a girl, $1.50 in case of & boy

5, Devoting one's self to the education m
Indian children by accepting the cha
Jday-schools on Indian Reserves—asmall -Ill"}
attached.

6. kntering & Religious Order of men oy
women specially devoted to work among tha
Indians; e g. (for North-Western Canada) thy
Oblate Fathers, the Grey Nuns of Mountresl
the Franciscan Nuns (Quenec), ete,

Donationseither in money or clothing should
be addressed to His Grace Archhishop Lange:
vin, D, D., St. Boniface, Man.. or to Rev.C
Cahill, O. M. L, i\ntlnrmu Ont.

. Cahill, 0. M,
lnman Mlum IATY.
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CHURGH CANDLEN.

The Celebrated Purissma
and Altar Brand .

and Baumer's Patent Finish
Beeswax Candles

Acknowledged by all to be the best
in use upon the al'ars of the Cath-
olic Churehes throughout the
United States,

Samples and prices will be cheerfully sen?)
apon application.

THE WILL & BAUMER CO.
SYRACUSE, N. Y.

For sale by THos. CoFrEY, London, Ont.
1003 18

CONCORDIA VINEYARDS
SANDWICH, ONT.
ALTAR WINE A SPECIALTY,

Our Alter Wine 18 extensively used ard
recommen led by the Clergy, and our Clare}
will compare favorably with ihe best im
ported Bordeaun,

For prices and information sddress

ERNEST GIRARDOT & CO
SANDWIOH. ONT
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WwIDDETL S  Lelormatlion.
Just issued, a new edition of the Protestant

Reformation, by Wm. Cobbett. Revised, with

Notes and Pretnce by Very Rev. Francis Aidan

Gasquet, D. D, 0. 8. The book is printed

in large, clear type As it is ublished at a nel

gr\ce of 25 cents per copy in the United States,
0 cents will haveto be charged in Canada.
will be sent to any address on recolpt of tha!
sum, in stamps. Thos, Coffey,
CATHOLIC RECORD Office,
London, Ontarie

CHIIRCH FIIRNITUR[
S(IIIOOL DESKS -

FURNITURE

"GLOBE "5,

WALKERVILLE . ONTARIO.

SBNODL Gr OTH
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" CHIMES Cre CATALOGUE &PRICES FREE.

0 OHN FERGUSON & SONS,
180 King Street,"
The Loldln& Undonneu and Embalmers

Night and Day.
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