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may affectionately ask, do you get the
Bible ? And what of the multitude of
Christisns who lived, and belleved,
and died, before the New Testament
was written ? It was mot until the
fourth century that the Bible, as it
pow 18, was collected into one whole,
proclaimed to be the Inspired
Word of God. It could not be te these
early Christians the Rule of Faith, for
it did not exist, and we see that those
who try to make it out to be so differ
widely amongst themeelves as to its
true {nterpretation and meaning.
The Bible i8 the Word of God, but a8
the Word of God it requires a Guar-
dian and a0 Interpreter.
THE CHURCH THE GUARDIAN OF
BIBLE

gt. Paul tells us that the clergy are
« digpensers (or stewards) of the mys-
teries Of God.” In other words,
gunrdians or caretakers of the Sacra
ments. And, again, that ‘‘ the Church
is the pillar and ground of the truth.”
Apnd we say that the Church is the
guardian of the Bible, and that it b
longs to her, and her alone. There is
of course, & certain controversy to
what is, or is not, part of the Sacred
Seriptures. Thus the Church of Scot
1and does not accept the Apucryphsa, or
autero Caponical books, as iufpir 1
Nor does the Church of Eng'land, al

THE

which. Both, like many other good
people, they had in the morning family
prayers, during which a portion of
Seripture was read. This duty was
performed, with extrems unction, by
the lady of the house, and on cne
occasion, when a chapter from the O'd
Testament was about to be read,
I observed some hesitation on the part
of the hostess, and a turning
over of leaves. After a pause she ob

gerved, ‘I don't think chapter so and-
80 I8 very edifying, so we will pass on
and read the next chapter.” And in
her choice she was wise. All people,
Protestants and Catholics, have their
favorite portions of the Bible, just as
they have their favorite devotions, or
hymns, or spiritual books And this
is quite intelligible, and Catholics at
least are allowed perfect freedom in
such matters, ** Where the Spirit is,
there is liberty,” that ** liberty whert

with Christ has made usfree.” Wenre
not bound down te join in a hard, frigid
form of prayer, as are Eptscopnlians,
condemned to ligten toex
effasions, as

mporaneous

are Preshyteris ANy

somebody, Now, we are told, in the | to
Acts of the Apostles, that the shadow of fo!
St. Peter healed diseases. What 18 a gh

of something or somebody, produced | th
by the sun, We can see On th
the ground, or on & wall,
shadow of & man, or of
or of an animal. So an apimal may
be frightened at its own ghadow or
likeness. Now if the Almighty
deigned to work & miracie by meauns of
the shadow or likeness of St Peter,
why can He not do 0 by means of other

gaints and servants. Again, we are
often langhad at becanse of Holy Wells,
and miraculous powers attributed to
auen. Bac was wot Naaman, the

waters of Jordon 7 He thought other
rivers would do as well—hig own Ahana

ouly, heing tha

of ing w0l C

ponl of Bethe

) { h
him. of the §

though she allows portions of them to
be read in church for edification
Many years ago when the late Prince
Consort died, the Queen caus il a verse
from, I think, the Book of Wisdom, to
pe inscribed upon & memorial stone
erected in the Highlands to the memory
of her husband. Aud this at the time
ralsed a copsiderable outery among
certain of our Presbyterian fellow
countrymen. But I might ask them,
a8 Cardinal Newman did long ago,
why do you accept the Bock of Esther,
and not the Book of Wisdom ? Oa
what authority is the Song of Solomon
inepired, and the Book of Wisdom net
jpspired ? Wby accept the one and
reject the other ? And, again, if you
take the Bible only as a rule of falth
you will find it difficult to prove plainly
and distinetly the D.vinity ot Jesus
Chrlst, and & good many other verities
which you happily, and rightly, be
lieve. In a word, you do not learn
the Christian Faith from the Bible ;
you learn it, &8 a matter of fact, from
your parents when vou first begin to
lisp **Our Father " at your mother’s
knees, before you ever saw, or could
read the Bible ; and then you 3o to
tbe Holy Scriptures, which make
Christians—mnot other people —** wise
unto salvation.”

Now the Cathclic and Roman Church
is, as 1 have otten heard a distip
guished ex Moderator of the General
Assembly, say, ‘‘the Mother of us all—
out of which we all came.”’
xnees, then, we learn the *Our Father,’
and the ** Hail Mary,’ and the Creed,
and & great many other things, and

ghe gives us the Bible as a source, and
the chief, but not the only, source of

theological doctrine, and as & deve

tional manual.

most part,
and the same may be said of what are
called Popular Davotions. Take the
Rosary. Of the

Mysteries most ncn Catholics

of the Way of tha Cross, and other non
litargical services, which

epumerated. If Catholics,
them, do not actuwliy
sima verba of Holy Scripture as much &

read ths 1ps:

do Protestants, they are quite familiar
aud the

with the Life of our Lord,
gacred mysteries connected wlith th
game, as recorded in the Bible.
over, our religion is not antiquarian

it is a present living belief in a present
holding actual com
munion with a living Lord and Sav
and with His Blessed Mother,
and the Apostles and Saints, as real
merely men
and women whose names are men-
tioned in the Epistles and Gospels, but

living Christ,
iour,

living beings, and not

who died 1800 years &go.
But it may be objected,

everybody ? Well,

simply because the Church
as St, Peter tells us,
tures to their own destruction.”

pret. Philip the
Ethiopian who was reading in the O
Testament :  ** Understandest
what thou readest?”
WAS !

interpiot it 1
may quite easi

read the Bible and
themselves, they

avolve from its pages forty different | ing in

religions. But does anyone real
want to read the whole Bible throug

chapter after chapter, book after book?
It will be allowed that there are certain
passages in the Gacred Writings which

are hardly suitable for mixed congre-
to | the relics of one who had never become

gations, or virginibus puerisque,
hear read, or to peruse : and surely

ia not absolutely necessary to galvation

to be able to give a correct list of t

Kings of Israel and Judah, or an ac-
curate account of the journeys of St.

Paul. As a matter of fact, in pub
worship at least,
agree with the Catholic Church,
choosing what shall, and shall not,

read to the people.

select chapters, or lessons, for Sund
or week-day services.

process of cholce. 1

small boy, being on a visit to

At her

We ail know that the
Migsal and Breviary ave really, for the
golections from Holy Writ,

fifteen mysteries ouly
two are not actually mentioned in Hely
Writ—and as to the last of the Gloricus
agree
with us in believing in, and hoping to
share, ** The joy and glory of allthe
gaints,” in the heavenly country. So

need not be
or s0me 0

More-

if the Cath-
olic Church is the Guardian of the
Bible, why do you not encourage the
whole of the S:riptures to be read by
the answer i3—
is the
Guardian, and people may sometimes,
‘¢ wrest the Serip-
The
Guardian must guard, and must inter-
D2acon said to the

thou
And the reply
««How can I, unless some man
show me?" If forty different people recorded in

all denominations

Both the Church of
Scotland and the Church of England

And in private
devotions, I image, there is a similar
remember, as &
§0MO

friends in a country house : they be-

shadow ? A likeness, a representation, | learn His doctrine they must come to

the | not make a man a monster, and a man
a tree, | who had no individusl responsibility
wonld ba a monster or fool, and tce
Catholic Church took eare to cultivate
in her children that gense of duty and
personal responsibility.
existed for the individual : not the in-
dividual for the Church.
likenesses or representations, plerures, | was the divine safeguard given and
or poriraits, or images, of othess of His | maintained by God for the continuence
of His vork

‘ the Guild of Our Lady of Rapsom, iu
Syrian,cleansed from hig leprosy by the | the cource
sponsibilities and duties of members of
the Catholic Church towards their nou

and Paarphar, rivers of Dimascu-, for | Catholic neighbors, stated that for
gxample Bat God did not think «o, thirty years of his life he wag oulsid
and tusisted upor rdon, and Jorcon | of the Church, being i onvert

outside the C

enter His flock they must enter the
14 by the Church, for they were the
epherds in charge. If they wounld

-

air school, for He had taug bt them to
e Church alone The Church could

The Church

[oufallibility
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CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS

Toe Rev. Philip Fietcker, Master of
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more than we are obliged to employ the Under certain conditions and at cert up ina }
somewhat bolsterous m sthods { trn ra watere were blesse d by the Raf
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gerted that Luther was converted by
coming across some textisin a German
Bible : which texts he must have read
hundreds of times as a monk in the
recitarion of the Divine Office : but, in
the early part of Luther's life, there
existed, published by authority, several
editions of the Bible in the German
tongue, as there are Feench and Ger

man and other translations of the Bible
in the present day. I do not believe
that it ic absslutely essential to salva

tion, hovever useful and edifying 1t
may be, to be able to read the Bible, or
to L able to read atall. I know some
very good Christians who cannot read.
Bafore the invention of printing, how
could people read the 3ivle 7 Aud, a8
[ have above pointed out, the Bible did
not existin its present form until the
fourth century, and, I presume, gome
at least of the Christians of those days
were saved, and are now with Christ.
By all means let the Bibie be read, but
it must be read with humility aud do-
cility, 2and under that guidance which
the Ethiopian, when reading
book of the prophet Isais, desiderated,

as we fiad recorded in the Acts of the
The Catholic Church asks

Apostles.
no more than this from those who,
«igore distressed to find the path," are
led to unite themselves to their true
mother, from whom, by no
their own, they have been separated.
But Catholics go to the Bible, not t

whether the Catholic religion be true,

Ay . . :
confirmed and edified in the

ot grace,

before God in Zion.”

meaning I take & case, an extreme

sing that every copy o
{sting everywhere, in prin

case. Supp
the Dible e

or menuse
destroved by fire, or

the bottom of the sea,
hope of recovery, whet would happen
As far as we are concerned—nothing

f

8

e

| such as, I believe,
* | Whose Word the Bible is, would neve

did happen, the Catholic Church woul

with vou all days, even until the con

unchangeable faith of Rome.
THE BIBLE AND RELICS, ETC.

regarding some things,

tions and vain superstitions.
stances occur to my mind.
miraculous pictures.
laughed at, or gometimes solemnly d

nounced, regnrdingsuchthmgs. “o | matic and moral teaching. These
|d | you mean that bones—or portions of | propositions were facts which lay
bones—of a dead body can work mira- | on the surface and could be as
cles?” I reply—Yes, I do mean it, | certained from the pages of the
and I find it in the Bible. We have Gospels. To call them in question
the ©Oid Testamant | WAas to throw doubt upon the historical

for | tha remarkable history of how a foundations of Christianity. This gift
ly | dead man WSS raised to iife by coii- of infallibility only referred to the

contact—quite accidental
ly | as the narrative seems to imply—wi
h, | the bones, or relics,
Llisha.

bones of & saint not even & Christia
it | partaker of the Divinity of Christ,
Christians are by baptism,
he | reminds us.
and stood upon
testant Bible phrases it

why should it
in | New ?
be | not do now what,
did then? Is ‘‘the Lord’s Arm sho!
ened that it cannot save pv

ay Take again what 18 called a mirac
ous picture or image.
marvels through such? Yeag-—unl
we hold that what He was pleased
What is a picture,

not do noOw.

longed to the Establighed or Free
Church of Scotland, I am not sure

in the

fault of

find out a religion, not to discover

but, being rooted and grounded in the | fancy that this country, or England, is
faith once delivered to the saints, to be
£ame,
using the Sacred Writings as & means
of warning, comfort, and
consolation, to anable them to g0 “from
gtrength to strength, until they appear
To illustrate my

case, and, if you like, an impossible

pt, in whole or part, were
sunk to
beyond

We should custain a loss—& great loss,
the Almighty,

allow us to suffer, but supposing this

go on all the same, fulfilling her mis-
sion and proclaiming, as she must pro-
claim until the end of time(*! Io!Tam

gummation of the world") the one un-
changeable faith of Pentecost, the ong

It had often struck me that the Bible
confirms us, in our belief and practice,
which those
outside us regard as popular corrup-
Two in-
Relics and
We are often

of the prophet
And this was under the old
dispensation, & miracle worked by the | to them officially,
the power of God using, as means, the

as St. Paul
The dead man *‘ revived
his feet,” as the Pro-
Waell, if this
lic | happened under the Old Dispensation,
not happen under the
Why should God if He pleases
as we all allow, He

Can God work
ecs | Himself,and the Church was flourishing

do, &8 recorded in Holy Writ, He can-

portralt, or image, ot gtatue? A like-
nees, & representation, of something or

these &h

of such are g

God. 1 prefer the Dible,

"Th_\'

new, and what 1 have said has, no

.| more ? The Catholic mission ig, in
this country, to use a sporting phrase,
heavily handicapped, and, like Jacch
y | of old might say, All these thinge are
against me.” And I do not agree with
those good and sapguive people who

returning by leaps and bounds to Cath
olic unity. Faber used to say there
may be hopes, but no gigns of such a
consummation.  There is & hopo—
against hope, as Newman wrote in the
last few lines of the ** Apologia.” Par
haps I am a Christian Pessimist, 1
, | 100k for no great conversion of mAasses
of our nation. ** Ye shall be gathered
| one by oue, O [srael.” © Coma, O
¢+ | Liord, and do not tarry : forgive the
offences of Thy people, and recall the
wanderers to their own land.” Fiat,
Fiat.

? In conclusion, 1 wish to say that 1
speak here for myself only, and that 1
retract anything which I may have in-
advertently written contrary to the
r| mind of the Catholic and Roman
Church, to whose mind, as to the Mind
| of Christ, I desire,in all things, to be
conformed .

CHE CHURCIT AND 1TS MAGISTERIUM,

The Rav. James M'Ginnes, Linlith
gow, then read a paper on ‘' The Apoe-
tolic Letter of Pope Lo XIII. to Scot-
land: The Church and its Magister-
jum.” Christ, in establishing His
Church, set up within it a certified
body of teachers to whom He delivered
His doctrines, whom He sent to teach
the nations in His own namse, whom
He guaranteed from error while dis-
charging this duty, and whom He
commanded all to believe. This teach-
ing body was to last to the end of time

e- | and was to be infallible in its dog-

ly | office of the Church exercised under the
th | proper conditions, and was not at all
in consequence of the learning or
sanctity of the teachers. It belongs
for very foolish men

n, | to confound the wise of this world.

Bible.

to be properly understood, and a docu
ment misunderstoodwas no authority .
The Bible did not explain itself.
gpiration

8.
ve do because I go to|religion by

ven us in the Word of | the so 'alled Reformation the €
agement given to Catholic lite

were often raised up by Almighty God

They could not do without an infallible
as | Church even though they had the
The Bible was a document
which, like other documents, required

In-
could not be proved except
on testimony of competent witnesses,

reading a

the Father Miracles worked by | Cardinal Newman

bones, or relics, or handkerchiefs and Mr. James Carmont referred i the
aprons, and by shadows or likenesses, | great changes which had taken place | €%
may he, according to some, all non- | in the relations of Catholics to thelr tod
gense, hut we cannot deny that eccounts fellow-zountrymen. In the days of I

I'ruth Society in those days, he was

Catholics whers unity of religious be

lief and feeling were to be tound, while
all around was mist and con

fusion. Tnere was a time W hen
the religious controversy of this
country turned upon the sayings and
doings, character and conduct of L.uth
er, Calvin, and Knox, and a great
many of the worthies of the time.
That mode of controversy was now as
dead as Julius Caesar. [Laughter and

Ly

applause These men had for the
oreat part been given up by their
former admirers, who absolutely r¢

fused to be bound by auny consequences
of their character aud conduct, and

compliment was accorded to the speak
ers by Mr. Alf. Traver.

About Catarrh,
It is caused by a cold or gucceession of
colds, combined with impure blood. Its
symptoms are pain in the head, discharge
from the nose, ringing noises in the ears. 1!
is cured by Hood's Sarsap, irilla which puri-
fies and enriches the blood, soothes and re-
builds the tissues and relieves all the dis-
agreeable sensations.

Hoon’s PiLus cure all liver ills. Mailed
for 232, by C, 1, Hood & Co, Lowell, Mass,

Head and Limbs
All Covered With Eruptlons——Could

Not Work, the suffering Was So

Croat—Hood’'s Has Cured.

«] was all run down with complaints
peculiar to my gex, and I broke out
in sores on my body, head, limbs and
hands, and my hair all came out, I was
under the doctor’s treatment a long time
without benefit. They called my trouble
eczema. Finally I began taking Hood’s
Sarsaparilla, and after 1 had used three
or four bottles I found 1 was improving.
1 kept on until I had taken several more
bottles and the sores and itching have dis-
appeared and my hair has grown out.”
MRS. J. G. BROWN, Brantford, Ontario.

«T was ali run down and had no appe-
tite. I had a tired tecling all the time. I

rt- | Church, The

and the only compatent witness was the
meang appointed by
Christ for teaching His religion was

was advised to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla.
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1 did so and it benefited me so much

ul- | preaching by a ministry appointed for { ¢ "y " pyrxerT,
e used no other means

the purpose.
to | before St Matthew wrote his Goapel
or { Church coming between

Christ. Christ sald :
eth you heareth Me."”

People said they would not have the
them and | ———
‘¢ He that hear-
If they wanted

that I swould not be w ithout it.” MRS,
Central Norton, N. B.
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