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had made changea in the configuration j 
the harbor. True, it ia a remarkable 
thing, aa the Gazette state», that (or W. 
fire yeais a chart of the harbor whici * 
utterly incorrect ahould hare been ataM 
with the high authority of the British y 
mirait y, but one also wonders how it 
that'St. John has lain quiet for so 
years under such aspersions.

The course laid down in the 
chart gives but 15 feet at dead low wife 
spring tides. But Mr. Perley’a report shan 
that there is a course into St. John Imtn 

the bar in which the least depth rf 
water ia 21 feet. The soundings on which 
this course was laid down were mads ■ the 
aprinc ;of 1887. This course, it may t, 
added, is an easy and a nearly straight «sa 
To put the matter aa it was put by tiw U.S. 
Engineers in describing Boston 
that of St. John has a least depth et 
feet at mean low water and of 45 iaetst 
mean high' water. This is contended Is fc 
a much better showing than Boston hsihe 
can make and infinitely better than See 
York. It is a matter of great momeet k 
St, John, and indeed to Canada, that ■ 
good a harbor aa hers should not bemiasp 
resented, and we are glad to petcehe hy 
the communicatifs now rewired frw 
London b| the St. John Board of Trade 
that the injustice so long done by belief is 
this antiqhated chart is now likely te h 
rectified.

contend* with piling in the suburbs, from 
Elgin street a great part of the way to the 
Chaudière, and in many outlying parts of 
Hull, the millmen are now looking for 
“fresh fields and pastures new.” The 
Bronson Co., with that forethought which 
has for years characterised their manage­
ment, have recently secured about* fifty 
acres on
New Edinburgh, and are busy converting 
it into a piling ground, with tramways, etc.

It is a circumstance worthy of note that 
the firm of Giimour A Co., whose name has 
been associated with the timber and lum­
ber business of Ontario and Quebec for so 
many years, is advertising all its" property 
for sale " to close a partnership."

this conclusion, and if at all on what terms, 
are not entirely free from doubt. The 
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course
tipn will figure prominently when it 
to a settlement between the city and the 
railway companies. The mayor protested 
against the notion that the city should 
bear all the expense, and he said the ques­
tion of right of way for the C. P. R. on the 
west side of the Don was as important as 
the viaduct scheme, and pointed out that 
it was necessary to prevent the C. P. R- 
getting too great a control. In one respect 
all the viaduct plans are defective in not 
providing for an extension west of Simode 
street, which is in fact only the centre of 
the city, with a great set of population to 
the west, even beyond the present city lim­
its. For * visduct, an open steel structure 
obtained the preference. . .
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REDUCED FARES FOR MERCHANTS.

Interest continues to be taken in the pro­
posal that there shall be one day per week 
on which retail merchants who desire to 
visit Toronto may travel to that city and 
return home by rail at reduced fares. The 
railways have, however, made as yet no 
definite pronouncement upon the matter. 
It was said by the Glob? the other day, “ If 
the railway managers require to be invited 
to further their own interest, titif Board of 
Trade may well take the matter in hand." 
And now the Toronto Board has appointed 
a committee to consider the question and 
report. From some letters we have seen, 
the country merchants are not at one upon 
the proposal of cheap fares for merchants. 
Some see in it s forerunner of cheap fares 
for Tom, Dick, and Harry, in say Bowman 
ville, Barrie, or Acton, and.their wives, not 
merchants but customers, who would then do 
their shopping m Toronto, to the detriment 
of dealers in the places named. But this 
objection will not outweigh the merits of 
the scheme proposed. Then a view that 
presents itself to the railway man’s mind 
is, “ Why shonld we be in a hnrry to reddce 
fares in this way ? We get full rates jw 
it is, and the extra traffic we shonld obtain 
would not compensate for our loss by a 
special rate." This, however, is a narrow 
view. • Of the advantages of the scheme 
we have already written. Probably we 
shall hear more when the Board of Trade 
committee reports.

LUMBER AND TIMBER.

Considerable speculation exists as to the 
course of the lumber market in the near 
future. Shipments to South America are 
at present, we understand, “ hanging fire " 
on account of the financial trou tiles in the 
Argentine Republic, where gold has risen 
to an enormous premium. Should these 
disturbances continue the Ottawa market 
will doubtless be affected, large quantities 
of onr Canadian pine lumber being usually 
shipped by Eastern dealers to Brazilian and 
other South American ports. The domes 
tic market in the United States is under-, 
stood to be quiet, particularly in the west 
and south, where the “ bogey " of southern 
pitch pine rises every now and then to 
threaten onr northern producers.

Stocks of deals in England are reported 
considerably in excess of last season at this 
period, but prices continue fairly well main­
tained.

The square timber trade seems somewhat 
unsettled, a considerable conflict of opinions 
existing as to what its future is to be. The 
supply of timber in Quebec is not large, yet 
buyers are apparently holding off or else 
are inclined to ask concessions on prices 
previously paid this season. Rumors are 
rife, too, of a very considerable output of 
square timber during the current season, 
and unless a demand arises in the spring,

, the chances are altogether in favor of hea­
vier stocks in Quebec, in a year, than are 
there now. On the other hand xte hear of 
a few small contracts being made at about 
last year’s prices.

The outlook altogether is not entirely 
bright, but one important consideration 
ought not to be overlooked, that is, that 
the lumber and kindred interests are for 
the most part in the hands of substantial 
men, who can afford to hold their property 
until the markets improve, and there is 
conseqnently’bnt little danger of a serious 
break in prices.

The continued high water during the 
past summer >has brought nearly all the 
logs otit, and the manufacture of lumber 
for the season is consequently so tuoch in­
creased that it is difficult to find room for 
it all. The city of Ottawa is getting to die 
more and more surrounded by it. Not
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THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.
A

During the proceedings of the half yedy 
meeting of the Grand Trunk Railway, Mi 
on the 17th October, the president * 
Henry Tyler, passed in review several 
ters which aire of deep interest to the C**
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dian public, as well as to 
bondholders of the road, 
gross increase in the Grand Trunk*» 
ings tor the half-year of £118,887, learnf 
the net increase £48,216." The gwM » 
ceipts were-£1,818,978 and the working e 
penses £1,296,570; in the latter Hem thm 
was a reduction from 72.02 to 71.28. Th 
dividend on the four per cent, gnarantmi 
stock, £1 14s. per cent, for the half-yMt 
absorbs £88,786. 1 ,

The Grand Trunk gives evidence d 
active vitality in the enterprises «hck ij 
has in hand' and in contemplation, 
sometimes halts to consider a new imper»» 
ment or extension from prudential
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j THE HARBOR OF ST. JOHN.
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It appears that the British Admiralty 
charts do serious injustice to the harbor of 
St.; John, N.B., not onljl in misrepresent­
ing the depth of water, bat by placing 
shoals where they do not now exist. Ac­
cording to the Evening Gazette of that city, 
“ the Admiralty chart of the harbor of St. 
John is one made in 1844, and the course 
laid down in it for entering the harbor is 
not the ope' which has the greatest depth 
of water, »nd therefore not the one best 
calculated to show the harbor in.an advan­
tageous light." The Board of Trade of 
that city, by its pamphlet issued some 
months ago, and by the recent report of 
H.’F. Perley, C.E., on the harbor, has 
done good work in the direction of convinc­
ing the British mind that its chart of 1844 
was misleading, and that forty-five years
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