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and must repay at once. Be so good as to receive back a
sword, sir, of which I am all unworthy to deprive you.”

But as he proffered it, M. Etienne put up both hands to
thrust the gift away, then covered his face with them.

“ Not now, monsieur—not now! To-morrow perhaps .
but not now, or I may break it indeed ! ”

Still with his face covered, he tottered off towards the
chapel.

CHAPTER XXV

THE RAPIDS

Tuey had run the Galops rapids, Point Iroquois, Point
Cardinal, the Rapide Plat, without disaster though not without
heavy toil. The fury of the falls far exceeded Ambherst’s
expectations, but he believed that he had seen the worst, and
he blessed the pilotage of Dominique and Bateese Guyon.
Here and there the heavier batteaux carrying the guns

would be warped or pushed and steadied along shore in the
shallow water under the bank, by gangs, to avoid some
peril over which the whaleboats rode easily ; and this not only
delayed the flotilla but accounted for the loss of a few men
caught at unawares by the edge of the current, swept off their
legs, and drowned.

On the first day of September they ran the Long Saut and
floated across the still basin of Lake St. Francis. At the foot
of the lake the General landed a company or two of riflemen
to dislodge La Corne’s militia; but La Corne was already
falling back upon the lower rapids, and, as it turned out, this
redoubtable partisan gave no trouble at all.

"They reached and passed Coteau du Lac on the 3rd.

Dominique and Bateese steered the twe leading whale-
boats, setting the course for the rest as they had set it all the
way down from Fort Amitié. By M. Etienne’s request, he
and his niece and the few disabled prisoners from the fort
travelled in these two boats under a small guard. It appeared




