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kingdom of God was come. He had done with
the earth and had no fellowship more with men in
flesh and blood. He took the supper, to Him not
a sign of joy, but of the deepest suffering. The
Lord’s supper, which speaks to us of perfect peace
through His suffering, He needed not: He gave
it all 1o us.

But this very thing forthwith brings out, as
grace invariably does, whatever is unjudged in
nature. The more love you show, if there is not a
heart that answers to it, it is but provoked by it,
and takes advantage of it. The very perfection of
Christ’s love brought out whatever was unjudged
in the disciples. As for one of them, there was
nothing at all in him but unjudged self, and he be-
trayed his Master. As for the others, what were
they doing ? They were striving at that precise
moment which of them should be the greatest.
That was the question in their minds. Jesus was
going to shew that He would become the least and
lowest of all, that they might be exalted ; yet this
was just the moment in which they had this dis
cussion which should be the chief among them.
But our Lord turned it to infimte profit, bringing
out for us the character of true greatness. Self is
never great, and it has the consciousness of its
own littleness. Persons strive to be great, when
they have no greatness in reality ; whereas when
the soul has found Christ and when Christ is the
object of the soul, our satisfaction in His greatness
forms our affections. Accordingly, here with the




