
The Book Page

THE BOOK PAGE
The very title of Rev. Richard Roberta' volume, The 

Renascence of Faith (Cassell & Company, Toronto, 
308 pages, $1.75) strikes a note of hope. Mr. Roberts 
is one of the younger ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church of England. His work is in the world's centre, 
London. He evidently “keeps his ear close to the 
ground.” He knows his time. If he is caustic and at 
times almost pessimistic, it is not through ignorance but 
because of his knowledge. Part I. of the book is an 
arraignment of The Average Man as well-nigh inevi­
tably and incurably materialistic. Part II., entitled 
The Wilderness, is a survey and criticism of the social, 
intellectual, and religious tendencies of our time. And 
Part III. is a prognostication of a coming renascence of 
faith, and of spiritual life, with the results for thought 
and conduct likely to accrue therefrom. The whole 
is an indictment and a look forward, which sets one 
athinking, and which this materialistic time needs, both 
for its rebuke and its inspiration. Mr. Roberts, who 
writes, as Professor Johnston Ross says, "with the 
vivacious, surging fluency of the bilingual Welshman," 
never loses for an instant his grip on the reader.

Here is a book which every Sunday School should 
have, and especially every Sunday School superintend­
ent or Missionary Committee. It is Dr. George H. 
Trull's Five Missionary Minutes, and is published 
by the Foreign Mission Committee, Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, Confederation Life Building, To­
ronto, and, with its 122 pages, costs only 50c. postpaid. 
Dr. Trull shows what five missionary minutes each 
Sunday can do in promoting knowledge of and interest

in missions in the Sunday School.
“What are churches for but to make missionaries7 

What is education for but to train them 7 What is 
commerce for but t vy them 7 What is money for 
but to send them 7 What is life itself for but to fulfill 
the purpose of missions, the enthroning of Jesus Christ 
in the hearts of men ? " And what are Sunday Schools 
for but to set the feet of the scholars on this splendid 
highway of missionary emprise ? The peculiar merit 
of Dr. Trull's book is, that it not only tells how the five 
missionary minutes may be most advantageously used, 
but it furnishes stories and talks foi each of 52 Sundays. 
These are drawn from all over the mission field, and 
include missions at home as well as missions abroad, 
and Canadian missions as well as missions of the 
United States and Britain. We notice, for example, a 
capital Grenfell story, a live letter from an Alberta 
missionary, a story for Dominion Day, a bit from Dr. 
Donald MacGillivray of Shanghai, etc. We should be 
glad to furnish this book to any address at price above 
named. Where our Question on Missions is not used, 
or side by side with our Question on Missions where it 
is used, Dr. Trull's Fivt Missionary Minutes will 
do magnificent service. This brief, well selected mis­
sionary material for platform use for the Sunday School 
for 52 Sundays in the year will make its influence felt.

In his, Faith, Freedom and the Future (Hodder 
<fc Stoughton, Toronto, 348 pages, $1.50), Principal 
Forsyth attempts to reinforce the old wine skins so 
that they may hold new wine. It is an effort to 
reconcile modern views with the traditional theology. 
The writer understands the modem spirit, appreciates
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