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est, Saul hoped to makf some con- 
to his new faith. But he had not 

ed his true field of labor. A 
him forced him to flee again

discoveryet
nloEPWORTH LEAGUE TOPICS plot to kill 
for his life.

This time he returned to Tarsus, where 
he spent the next five years of his life. 
These years would not be spent in idle
ness. They would be spent in still further 
study of the Jewish Scriptures, but now 
in the light of his new experience. He 

I™" would, no doubt, also find opportunity in 
and near Tarsus to preach his new faith.

him still further for

Epoch Makers in Church ,J^*£S£SK3!
History stringent measures to supp

prisonment and even death were meted 
Paul the Apostle of Progress out l0 the leaders of this movement. The

Lesson: Acts 9: I SO. first to fall was a man named Stephen, bfB~
one oi the most gifted preachers of this Ep(

Literaby Study fob May. new faith. He was tried, convicted of denly lnto fame, ,
RFV FREDERICK E. MALOTT, M.A. blasphemy and was sentenced to be great ends without previous prepa

stoned to death. Men who would turn the tide of events
On the south coast of Cilicia, at the We are told that the men who stoned jn a new direction must be men of power, 

northwest corner of the Mediterranean Stephen laid down their garments at the and p0Wer j8 not gained in a day. Saul 
Sea lies the town of Tarsus. Nineteen feet of a young man named Saul. This tne pharisee and preacher of legal rlghte- 
centuries ago it was described as " No was Saul of Tarsus. He had come to 0usness could not, in a day, become the 
mean city.” It had some political Impor- Jerusalem to assist in suppressing this apo8tie of righteousness by faith, the 
tance, was the seat of a school of phil- heresy. Upon the death of Stephen the f0under of Gentile churches and _ 
osophy and was the centre of a wide com- followers of Jesus fled in all directions. greatest theologian of the early Chrls- 
merce Ships from all lands came to Its Satisfied that they had accomplished tlan church. Had he rushed to his new 
harbor Men of all races and tongues their end, the Jewish leaders would have work h(1 would have failed. He waited, 
mingled on its busy wharves. To-day the let matters rest, but for this fiery young God opened up the way, and at the end 
town is of little importance, and but for Tarslan Jew. He was for following up the b|g ejght years of preparation h 
one man it would hardly be remembered, work. From the High Priest he secured hlg appointed field.

About the beginning of the Christian letters authorizing him to pursue the fol- jn after years Saul wrote that 
Era tnere was born at Tarsus, In a Jewish lowers of Jesus to foreign cities and ar- caljed t0 be a teacher of the Gentiles, 
home, a boy named Saul, to whom this rest them. Bent on this murderous mis- have reason to believe that, at first 
town owes all its fame. We know very sion, Saul set out for Damascus, a city Was not so clear about his mission, 
little of this boy’s early life. We may 8ix days' journey from Jerusalem, whither waB ^ zeaioua for the conversion of 
conjecture, however, that he would play many of his victims had fled. own countrymen that he would
upon the streets with other boys, would Now gaul Was a conscientious man. have spent his time largely among 
visit the busy wharves and would have He wag not hy nature cruel. He really had success attended his efforts, 
his boyish imagination stirred by the thoUght he was doing God service in gaui Was thirty-two years of age at 
sight of strange ships and foreign races undertaking this mission. It is possible, hls conversion. He was now forty, 
and the sound of unintelligible tongues. however, that the wonderful speech made Mo8t men are well settled in their life

From his own letters, in later years, by gtephen at his trial had made an im- work at that age. Saul was Just about
we learn that hls family prided tnem- prea8|on upon Saul. Stephen had shewed t0 begin his. An opening came for him 
selves on the purity of their HeDrew from the very Scriptures that Saul was when Barnabas (who had been sent by 
blood. We learn also that Saul s family 80 zeai0U8 for, that Jesus of Nazareth the Church at Jerusalem to take charge 
were Pharisees and that he was sent to wa8 the Messiah of the Jews and that the of a growing Church at Antioch in 
the school of Gamaliel, In Jerusalem, to gujlt of ÿ|g blood was upon their heads, gyria), needing a helper, sent for Saul, 
take training for some high rellgiouB gau] had ample time to ponder Stephen's Numerous communities of the followers 
work among the people of 1his nation. _ in W0Id8 during that six-day Journey. Just of je8U8 sprang up as a result of the 
this school of Gamaliel the boy imniDea whgt change was beginning to come over 8Cattering that followed the death of
that deep reverence for the Law ana tne hlm we can not 8ay, but he tells us that gtephen. The strongest of these was at
zeal for the traditions of hls nation tnat at noo„( on the sixth day, when near Antioch. Here Barnabas had labored
marked the sect to which he belonged. Damascus, he was struck to the earth by w|th signal success. After the arrival of

By nature Saul was passionate ana Q bllndlng nght and that Jesus appeared Saul the church grew still more rapidly,
proud, and he early became bitterly preju- tQ hlm rebUked him for hls persecution Thi8 was largely a Gentile church, and
diced against everything that was not and ca]jed him to be His apostle. tn the providence of God it was destined
Jewish. Gamaliel was *n°w” Three days later, in Damascus, while he to become the centre of a great mlsslon-
of mild spirit and broad t°‘«rance^’. was still in a state of physical blindness ary work. A visit to Jerusalem on the
his famous pupil, and spiritual perplexity, he was visited part
learned none of hls teacher» tolerance, a klndly follower of Jesus named of li
f0r,«Wï*iîiie*!!ïî« SSSSl to stamp out Ananias, who led him to faith in Jesus create a moiwe find him trying J. J* heresy baptized him In that name and explained this new Ap
what he re*^edhffLJvP®8aa ”{aht now to him more fully the meaning of the mis- lorn were in
caï^^Uane^.^.WïiïfWoeunTr to which the risen Jesus had called sanctioned &

hidWcmneWforth from*hls Hls physical sight restored, he went taken by the C 
He In Tt«rn« the Jewish away Into Arabia to ponder the meaning impressed upon the

me to 8t»™e the h. of it all. Here he seems to have spent the Gospel was for
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success While at Jta home In Tarsus, alonpd U) each aalvatlo.-' through Him, cated. Jerusalem had largely determined

to which he ^ad returned on the comp^- ^ firgt ,mpul8e was to begin with hls what should be done. But now Antioch
tlon of hls university course in Jerusalem. owq countrymen> took the lead. The church there was un-
He would hear also of the opposition to WUh thlg end jn view he returned to trammelled by Jewish prejudices. Bar- 
this teacher on the part or tne j Damascus and began at once to reason nabas was a broad-minded man. Saul of
authorities. Thlg voung In the Jewish synagogues with the Jews, Tarsus had lo

Then came the climax ims young Stephen, to convince them bre-

riïïSÎM ""
few weeks of duiet snsued. Then suddenly tQ ft gudden clo8P but for some mlrable
the followers of this Nazarene were found °*end# who ,et hlm down in a basket ” Christians’
preaching boldly in hls name^ in tn_ oypr tfap wa„ of Damascus. He fled to lowers of Jesus were now called), gave
streets of Jerusalem _ They Proclaimed Jerugalem thlnklng that there at least he „p their loved leaders. And out from
that their Master had . could gain converts from among his Antioch they went upon the first definite
dead; that he had comm ssloned them to ooum ga^ mission to carry the Gospel to other
Pr,Th.i!nJ1 î«na.nîrlt^ emboldening 1and It was now three years since he had left lands. Travelling Christians had preach 
with them in 8Pir t, emboldening ana Jprura]pm Newg of h,8 conversion had ed Christ In various places and In som 
strengthening ym to carry out ms com h,m; but he failed to get the places Christian communities had been
mands. In Hls name they called upon J he hoped for. The follow- formed, but this was the first planned and
all men to repent of their sins declaring we.come^n^ hlm gtm ^ thp purpoged undertaklng of its kind,
that only by Trepen*,®"?! ' party he had deserted hated him as a The next twelve years became the most
faith In theJesuscoudmen *MY«d party^ne t0 the 0rec,an Jews eventful years of Saul’s life During
thTt mWuU.tudesP;êre won to thelr MlSf of the city, who were less prejudiced than that time. In company with various com-
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