
rHK MEN OF THE NINETIES
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of the iiiu(] lusfs (if WyclicrK'y n\u\ t\w jx-r-

fiiiiuHl artificinlity <if Coiigrt'vu. Of scliuol lifi-

itst'lf lie H|)eak.s bitterly and with iiu refjret.

At Nixteen he nul^'l iiave been pnrtieiilarlv glml

to ^•^*<•ll|H• from it himI enter, fir^t of nil, an
arebiteet's office in I/>n(lon, anil then, the next

year, the Guardian Life and Fire AsMiranec

OHiee, where his fatal illness unfortiniately

Hrst Ix'^an to reveal its presence. Then came
his seed-time up till 1891, when he did

little but amateur theatricals. But at length

Beanlslcy discovered himself. Many pentle-

men have subsequently stated that they dis-

covered him. It may be that they discovere*!

him for themselves, but it was Beardsley rvm
Beardsley alone who found himself. He cer-

taiidy received, however, a large amount of
appreciative sympathy when he started to

draw a series of illustrations in his spare

time for Ccmgreve's Wiii/ of the World,

and Marlowe's Tnmlmrluine. He was without

art training in the usual sense, though he went

of nights in 189tJ to Professor Brown's night

school at Westminster, but still kept to the

Insurance Office stool till August, when, after

iK'ing recognised by Burne-J«»nes and AVutts

with kindness, he left his post to live bv his

art. What had probably actually permitted
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