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On April 22nd, 1915, the writer, in company with
Major Rankin, saw the Germans launch their first gas
attack near St. Julien upon the section of the line held
by the French colonial troops and the first Canadian
division.

This book was written primarily for the purpose
of recording this as well as some of the other exper-
iences of the first Canadian division as seen from the
unusual angle of a scientist, in the course of 18,000 miles
of travel in the front line area. It had the secondary
object of giving the average reader some insight into
what goes on behind the lines, and the means employed
to maintain the health and efficiency of the British and
Canadian soldiers in the field.

No attempt has been made to deal with the work
of the real fighting men on land and in the air; others
far better qualified than I are doing that.

If the book has no other merit, it has, at least, that
of being literally true.
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