
That such an excitoraont should prevail at the present time

is not at all wonderful. The position in which the powers of

Europe and Asia are placed, renders it evident to evcrj' thinking

mind—and in this age of boasted intelligence all should be

thinkei-s—that we are on the very eve of a crisis, and a crisis

unparalleled in the annals of the past. It Ls not at one part

merely, or in one or two nations, that we discern the signs of

an approaching storm ; but from one end of Europe to the

other, the ominous -' "1 has gathered, and when it bursts, as

soon it must, the deluge will not only be overwhelming, but

universal. Such a prospect as this is entirely new. The

shadows which precede the advent of the most devastating

hurricanes that swept over the world in the ages that are

gone, were not so gloomy or portentous as those which now

hover above our whole horizon ; and as the image must re-

semble the reality, that reality must be awful indeed. We
are in the midst of that oppressive calm which reigns when

the elements are fully charged with all the ingredients of a

storm, and, like the mariner, we long for its inevitable out-

break, in order that we may escape from our suspense, and

learn at once how we are hkely to cope with it

But while the painful anxiety, every where visible, is, in the

circumstances, extremely natural, it is not at ail necessary that

the equally manifest uncertainty and ignorance regarding the

extent and duration of the coming struggle should remain

;

and were the prophetic declarations of the Bible properly un-

derstood, the inhabitants of Britain would comprehend all that

is about to take place. In that Book—a book which some

despise, many neglect, and nearly all misunderstand—is to be

found a series of visions and prophecies, under which is sym-

bolised the political history of the world, from the Babylonian

Empire down to the Millenium, that happy era to which the

human family have looked forward with delight Unfortu-

nately, however, as we have said, these prophecies have been,
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