
THK ECONOMIC RKSULTS OF THE SPECIALIST
PRODUCTION AND MARKETING OF WHEAT

THE increase of |H>pulatiun in western Europe, especially

in Great Britain and Germany , during the past tifty

years and the contemporaneous advance in the general

standard of comfort have led to an increased consumption of

wheat, absolutely and per capita. The increased consumption

of wheat lias promoted, and it has been promoted by, the en-

largement of the area devoted to wheat production. The list

of countries exporting' wheat to western F^iirope has now be-

come a long one mi tlie < »(eci A wheat importation into

E!u rope has been > inciean^ ilu a' igtion of agricultural cap-

ital to wheat production in these ntries and to check it in

Europe. Although the yield p' r .u -e of wheat in England and

in Germany is vcrv* much greater ''=? the yic Ui m other coun-

v^liert, which do not

general kept the price

teased demand for it,

in western Euroj-e un-

to be making either

Km >;h\ which would
' c< ,. )rt. c . alter-

vhrai, «hitl. would

i«iu<iiri,t! read-

tries, the growth of 'vhcat upon

need or do not receive enrichmcn

of wheat down, in spite of the va.s

and has thus rendered wluat farn

profitable. Two factors, liowt vt i -

for a check in the increase of demai t.

mean a change of diet or a dimin' tic

natively, for further advances in the prici

probably be accompanied by commerria

justments and crises.

( 1 ) The first of these factors is the incre., n in

the wheat-producing areas themselves. Thisi < ial

importanre in the United States and in Canad . > ht ..p-

I'lation has been increasing rapidly; and it n^ I, • »or-

tance in Russia, if in that country there car ;( a hi^rhrr

standard of comfort among the peasantry ihe 4<ivernin« i.

changed its railwa\' policy with regard to wh_ ,i ? mrts.

(2) The second factor is the limitation imj^Hj-ncd uj..m proiiuc-

tion (a) by the limitation of the area, no mater how larf^e it may
be assumed to be, which can be devoted to wheat cultivation

;

659


