
I BEGIN STEALING

a nation the most perfidious and the most dehauched,
the most insolent and cruel, of any that pretend to
fall themselves Christians, in the world.

Thievinjf, lyinjr, swearing, forswearing, joined to
the most abominahle lewdness, was the stated practice
of tlie ship's crew ; adding to it, that, with tlie most
unsufferable boasts of their own courage, they were,
generally speaking, t'::- ,i .,»L complete cowards that I

ever met with ; and i.e constM)iie; ce of their cowardice
was evident upon i aiiy occa^ioi a. However, there
was here and there hmj amniig hem that was not so
had as the rest ; and, as u.y hit fell among them, it

made me hiCve the most contemptible thoughts of the
rest, as indeed they deserved.

I was exactly fitted for their society, indeed ; for I

had no sense of virtue or religion upon me. I had
never heard much of either, except what a good old
parson had said to me when I was a child of about
eight or nine years old ; nay, I was preparing, and
growing up apace, to be as wicked as anybody could
be, or perhaps ever was. Fate certainly thus directed
my beginning, knowing that 1 bad work to do in the
world, which nothing hut one hardened against all
sense of honesty or religion could go througli ; and
yet, even in this state of original wickedness, I enter-
tained such a settled abhorrence of the abandoned
vileness of the Portuguese, that I could not but hate
them most heartily from the beginning, and all my
life afterwards. They were so brutishly wicked, so
base and perfidious, not only to strangers, but to one
another ; so meanly submissive when subjected ; so
insolent, or barbarous and tyrannical, when superior,
that I thought there was something in them that
shocked my very nature. Add to this, that it is

natural to an Englishman to hate a coward, it all
joined together to make the devil and a Portuguese
equally my aversion.

However, according to the English proverb, "He
that is shipped with the devil must sail with the devil"

;

I was among them, and I managed niyself as well as I


