
A FRENCH CATHE3RAL CITY
And tround the church iroie the dwellingi of the

biihop and hit clergjr, a clan of men destined to

play no imall part in the hiitoiy of the land.** In
the Christian city, then, we can begin to trace the

beginnings of the medieval city. Other founda-

tions sprang up in time within the walls—a baptistery

wu built, as at Aix and Poitiers, to meet the needs

of the flocks of converts; other churches perpetuated

the memory of some saint; among the river

meadows some royal or saintly founder saw a fitting

spot for a convent, and the abbey church arose,

with its cloisters, dormitories and refectories, and
all the other fair buildings in which the early

brothers took such a loving pride. Then the

bishop himself, witK his dignity growing as the

Christian faith advanced, must be housed as befitted

a deputy of the Holy See; and forthwith sprang up
those lordly hhhis which even now serve to remind
us of their ancient beauty, though in some cases the

civil arm has taken them over, and converted them
into hotels de ville. Then came the barbarian
inroads, first of Vandal, Huns, Franks and the

rest, next of Nonnans. These attacked, but could not
destroy, or even permanently harm, the position of
Ac city; and when the invaders had cither gone
their w.:^ or settled down in the land, new elements
of strength and importance were added to the town-
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