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never been very strong.

His passion had al-

ways been for out-

of-door life, and that

v.'ould have been the

very best thing for

him ; but his mother was too

worried about him. She exer-

cised a general supervisory authority over

such things as rubbers, flannel bands,

sponge c?Ne, and oatmeal, which convinced

Jimmy that mortal man would die if his

feet got wet or if his diet were in the least

irregular. It is natural for a boy to pat-

tern his mental cast by that of his mother,

and Jimmie's mother was very anxious.

Indeed, about this time she imagined that

Jimmie's lungs were weak, and so nothing

would do but that they must all go to

Monterey for the summer and Santa Bar-
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