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THE ROMANCE OF AN

The character of the message and Phil-

ip's continued delay only increased Mr.

Eggleston's uneasiness. The stock clerk

was called in, as well as one of the book-

keepers. " What word, if any, had Mr.

Colton given the night before? " he asked

impatiently. " What h'^ur did he leave the

office? Did any one know of any business

which could have detained him? had any

telegram been received and mislaid?"

—

the sum of the replies being that neither

word, letter nor telegram had been re-

ceived, to which was added the proffered

information that judging from Mr. Col-

ton's instructions the night before that gen-

tleman must certainly be ill or he would

have " showed up " before this.

A few minutes before half past eleven

the treasurer and his attorney were shown

into the firm's office, the former a man of
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