
is riii.iiMii,' t(] sliDH ih.il hr wi-iit furtlu-r tlian

that, :mil, :\s nlriMily |i..inlcil nut, tlit (lul of

fansii, tlirimnh «hiih he iiiijiht have saileil.

was iitit yi't known. As Iw sailcil llitnct

aionR l!ie loast of N't-wfiundlanil. he could

not have "ime within si(;lit of I'rincc Ed-
ward Island.

.\nother notnl exploriT vv.is the l'..rtil-

Kuese. .Stephen Gomez. Like so many of the

siM-farin;; men of his country anil day, lie

was a most skillful mvigator. [le had sailed

with Majjell.in, when that yreat sailor dis-

covered the strait which U'ars his name; lint

Tiotiiez was of a jcalons and tread. .lous

nrnure. and, takinjj one of the ships, deserted

his chief at Ih- Strait anil rclurneil to Spain,

in the service of which country the expedi-

tion to the south had heen inadi

L'ucler the jiatrona^-e and with the sn|)-

port of the emperi r, (."harles \'., (i.-mez. in

15J5, fitted out a shij) and made an explnr-

iii),' voy.-ige to \orth .\mcrica. .\ methodi-

cal and skillful explorer, he minutely cx-

aminecl the coast from somewhere near

I'lorid.i to Cape Breton and N'ewfouudland.

He di.-covered the (Jut of Can.so, anil that

Cape I'reton is an island. It had previously

been thought to be part of the mainland.

The name St. John had lieen given by John
I'ahot to the small island off the east coast

of Cajx- P.rcton. disco'-ered hy him. t^Ioinez

gave it to Cape Breton itself, and the (hit

was called the channel of St. Jolri or

St. Julian. lint he did not go Iieyond

that. He examined the coasts of Xova
Scotia, and -seems to have struck Hali-

fax, as well as other harbours. The
reports of his voyage, which are pretty

full, give no hint of Prince Edward Island,

or that he was ever in its immediate neigh-

borhood. Had he seen an island the size of

Prince Edward Island, there would s-.'rely

h.ave liccn some mention of it. He was too

painstaking .uiil mcthiMlical .an investigator

to omit so i;nportant a discovery. In fact,

his explorations from the (rut were in a di-

rection av\a;,- from this Islancl.

Ihit, while it may now Ijc s,'ifely asserted

that liiriie of these great explorers ever .saw

the "flarden 01 die Gulf", tlU'- ran be no
doubt thatJaciiuesCartierdiilnin its shores.

He has left a record of his voyage, which was
long lost, but has been found, and of which
more than one tran.slation ivas known. Gar-

ner was not only a great and skillful naviga-

tor: he >vas also a most observant ni.in. The
localities he touched can frequcntiv he recog-

nized from his descriptions.

I.caving his home (>ort of St. NIalo. in

Ir.uice. in the spring of 15,^4, i:? directed

his course tovv.ards Newfoundland, even then

hecomiug noleil for her great hsheries, to

which European vessels were res.irting. He
made a \cry good run, and towards the end

of .\pril reached the strait of Belle Isir,

where lie was detained some days hy ice,

then got through the strait, and exploi.yl tie

coast of Labrador and the shores of New-
founilland. Having navigated the waters of

these coasts, he reached out into the Gulf of

St. I.avvrence. and discovered the Magdalen
Islands. one of which he named Ilrion Isl.and.

.after the Sieur de Briop, who had assisted

in the expedition. .After a few days .at the

Magdalens. during which he visited the Bird

Rocks, whicli he describes, as well as all the

other principal islands, he sailed on the 29th

June, and the following day made the north

shore of Prince Edward Island, at or near

Cape Turner and Cape Tryon. New Lon-

don. He coasted westvvardly landed in

his boats at several places. He described the

country as a beautiful one, and speaks of its

woods, and says that there were no harbors.


