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to the principles of the Charter. We reaffirm our determination to spare no
effort, including support to those who struggle against it, in accordance with
the letter and the spirit of the Charter, to secure the elimination of apartheid

in South Africa. We also condemn all forms of oppression and' tyranny wher-
ever they occur and racism and the practice of racial discriminatibn in all
its manifestations.

8. The United Nations has endeavoured in - its first 25 years to further

the Charter objectives of promoting respect for, and observance of, human

rights and fundamental freedoms for all. The international conventions and

deelarations concluded under its auspices give expression to the moral conscience

of - mankind and represent humanitarian standards for all members of the

international community. The Universal Declaration of -Human Rights, the

International Covenants on Human Rights, the International Convention on

the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Convention on

the Prevention and Punishment of the :Crime of Genocide constitute a landmark

in international co-operation and in the recognition and protection of the rights

of every individual without any distinction. Although some progress has been

achieved, serious -violations of human rights are still being committed against

individuals and groups in several regions of the world. We pledge ourselves

to a continued and determined struggle against all violations of the rights and

fundamental freedoms of human beings, by eliminating the basic causes of

such violations, by promoting universal respect for the dignity of all people

without regard to race, colour, sex, language or religion, and in particular

through greater use of the facilities provided by the United Nations in

accordance with the Charter.

9.. During the past 25 years, efforts have been made, by" adopting. specific

measures and by fashioning and employing new institutions, to give concrete

3ubstances to the fundamental objectives enshrined in the Charter, to create

conditions of stability and well-being and to ensure a minimum standard of

living consistent with human dignity. We are, convinced that such eco-

nomic and social development is essential to peace, international security

and justice. The nations of the world have, therefore, resolved to seek a

better and more effective system of international co-operation whereby the

prevailing disparities may be banished and prosperity secured for all. Inter-

national efforts for economic and technical co-operation must be on a scale

commensurate with that of the problem itself. In this context, the activities

of the United Nations system designed to secure the economic and social

progress of all countries, in particular the developing countries, which have

grown significantly in the past 25 years, ' should be further strengthened and

increased. Partial, sporadic and half-hearted measures will not suffice. On the

occasion of this anniversary, we have proclaimed the 1970s to be the Second

United Nations Development Decade, 'which coincides with and is linked to
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