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Dr. Bu;eno‘!orsq.
5 Lakeview Terrace,
Ottawa, Ontarios

Ky dear Eugenet

I have no doubt you have done some
thi-king on the question th=t is now looming large on
the Canadian political horiszon, viz., on the proposed
smendmemts to the B, N, 4, Act, and the nttitude of the
Provinces—end especially that of the Province of Quebec—
thereto. If you hsve, or when you h-ve, I would sppreciste
exceedingly if you could let e have your reflections.
leantime, I will give you mine for wheot they mey be worth—-
in the absence of -ny particulerly concentrated study.

' Quite clearly the Provinee of Quebec
enyway 1s teking the pesition that the B, N, 4. Aet is
in the nature of an agreement or pact and th-t it eannot
rightfully be altered without the consent of the parties
to the paet, ond purticularly of tiee initial p-rties thereto.

Historically, it is, of course, correct
thet the By N. A, ict is the consummation, in legislation,
of rn cgreement between the then Colonies—-Ontario, Quebee,
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The question issz——How fap
does this historiezl fact affect the right, or limit in any
way the powers, of the British Parliament to :mend? It is
conceded, of course, thhat the British Parlizment can only
amend at the instance of Canada. The guestion kst —-Cen, or
should, the British Parlisment zmend at the instance of the
Parlisment of Canada against the opposition of one of the
original perties, say, the Province of Quebef?

It is my view that 4&f an Address from both
of the Dominion Houses is presented at Westminster, the
British Parliament has no option but to follow the terms of
the iddress. The British Parliament, once the B, N, A, Act
was passed, can know no longer any of the Colonies comprised
in the Dominion, but can know only the Dominiom itself. The
pact as a pact is merged in the legislation as legisletion.

(over)
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