Women cross Canada and round the world

Ojibway woman targets feds

SASKATCHEWAN — After an eight-year struggle,
Mary Pitawanakwat, an Ojibway in Canada,
may finally win her racial discrimination case
— against the same government department
responsible for educating Canadians about rac-
ism.

Pitawanakwat was hired in 1979 as part of
the federal government’s first affirmative ac-
tion program for ab-
original people.

For years,
Pitawanakwat en-
duredongoing racial
slurs by various
staffers.
Pitawanakwat also
says she was repeatedly sexually harassed bya
co-worker.

Within a month, she filed a formal com-
plaint of racial and sexual harassment with the
federal Canadian Human Rights Commission.

According to Pitawanakwat, her complaint
only brought on more racial insults and an
increased work load. In 1986, Pitawanakwat
was fired for alleged “incompetence”.

In 1989, the commission’s investigation
finallyrecommended that Pitawanakwat’s case
be heard before the Canadian Human Rights
Tribunal, which is expected to issue its ruling
by the end of the year. She is asking for job
reinstaternent, a letter of apology, back pay,
and additional cash compensation.

Women want harrassers stopped

MONTREAL — Sexual harassment is not an issue
only in the United States, where the Clarence
Thomas/Anita Hill bearings had North Ameri-
cans glued to their TV sets.

At Concordia University, the Office of
Sexual Harassment has issued its first annual
report, which =
shows that
harassment
is very much
alive on the
university
campus.

But ac-
cording to
sexual-harassment officer Sally Spilhaus, most
people who bring complaints of sexual harass-
ment are more interested in having the offen-
sive behavior stopped than in seeking ven-
geance or punishment.

Initsfirst 17 months of operation, Spilhaus’s

office dealt with 62 inquiries and complaints,
49 by women against men.

East meets west on abortion

GERMANY — A new law may soon bring safe,
legal abortion to Western German women for
the first time. (Eastern German women have
had access to abortion on demand for more than
40 years.)

Ending a debate that has
raged since unification,
the new Bundestag (par-
liament) approvedacom-
promise in June; it legal-
ized first trimester abor-
tions only after confiden-
tial “counseling”.

But conservatives still challen ged thelawin
the constitutional court, gaining a restraining
orderagainst it in August. Until the court reaches
a decision (expected by year’s end), old laws

remain in effect in the two regions. (Western
Germany permits abortion only in cases of
rape, incest, or doctor-certified health risk.)
Though Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s conser-
vative Christian Democratic Party opposed the
law, many of the party’s women — including
Bundestag President Rita Sussmuth — defied
Kohl and voted for it.

Murder and the
Military

HoNpuras — For the
first time in a decade,
thousands  rallied

against the military on July 13.

In five cities, protesters gathered on the first
anniversary of a brutal murder, allegedly by an
army colonel; they demanded prosecution of
the colonel and other soldiers accused of hu-
man rights abuses.

Ricci Mabel Martinez, a 17-year-old stu-

dent, disappeared in July 1991, near an army
base outside Tegucigalpa. Witnesses say she
was abducted into a truck owned by Colonel
Angel Castillo Maradiaga. Martinez’s body
was found two days later; there were signs of
rape and her genitals had been mutilated.

After public outcry, Maradiaga was arrested
for murder in August
1991 — the first time a
high-ranking officer has
\ been accused in a Hon-
¥ duran civilian court. But
full prosecution is a long
shot: politicians and
judgesfearretribution by
the military, which es-
sentially runs the country.
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and Ms. Magazine Vol Ill,2

Student raped, murdered near Montreal university

by Byron Chu
Canadian University Press

OTrawA — A brutal murder near the
Université de Montréal last month has cre-
ated a climate of fear among students at the
school.

Chantal Brochu was found brutally raped,
beaten and strangled in a neighborhood close
to the university Sept. 18.

Brochu, a 22-year-old master’s student at
the Université du Québec in Montreal, was
last seen alive by friends at an on-campus bar
with an unidentified young man.

Therape-murder of Brochu was the fourth
incident of its kind in the neighborhood in the
past two years. It occurred a day after a man
molested a woman on a nearby sidewalk. The
same man is believed to have been seen
masturbating in a telephone booth earlier in
the day.

These incidents have made students at U
de M angry and anxious, especially those
living in the university’s residences.

The U de M student newspaper,
P’Affranchi, reported Oct. S that the murder
has made students living near the residence
nervous.

“This climate is creating, consciously or
not, the fear of a new explosion of violence,

with all the following consequences: loss of

independence, distrust of strangers (male), etc.”

In response to these fears, some residence
students have independently instituted a stu-
dent escort service. Floor representative Julie
Emond said she is pleased with the response.

“What is surprising is that, following last
week’s events, the idea (of starting a service)
was proposed spontaneously by guys,” she
said. “Currently, eight names appear on the list
of escorts. What’s good is that everyone knows
each other on the floor. We feel more secure.”

Following the apparent success of the ser-
vice, Daniel Boucher, head of the university’s
residence association, is working with other
students to expand it to all the residences.

Alain McPherson, campus news editor of
I'Affranchi, was surprised by the positive re-
sponse of male students in light of the sexism
that has existed on campus in the past. As
evidence of this sexism, he said a recent edition
of anewspaper published by students atI’Ecole
Polytechnique, U de M’s engineering school,
published material that bordered on pornogra-
phy.

“It was very silly frat humour,” said
McPherson. “Polytechnique has always been
like that, but people are saying ‘No more.””

The publication is now under review by the
university. After the shooting at 1’Ecole
Polytechnique in 1989, when 14 women were

murdered by a lone gunman, the university’s
administration implemented security mea-
sures at the school.

Increased security staff, cars, radios, video
surveillance anda 24-hour hotline were started
thanks toa $4 million government allocation.
Another $175,000 was allocatedtoresidences,
where a magnetic card entry and video sur-
veillance systems were added.

However, in spite of these measures,
McPherson said there was nothing more the
university could have done to prevent the
Brochu murder.

“She was across (the street) from the
campus and couldn’t be protected by guards
when she went to the bus stop,” said
McPherson.

McPherson indicated only an escort could
have protected her, but as she was with some-
one she evidently trusted, she would prob-
ably not have opted for assistance.

McPherson said the emotional outcry of
the campus community has subsided in the
last few weeks.

But women’s fear will not likely disap-
pear soon.

As soon as night falls, I don’t dare go out
alone. I cannot remove from myself the idea
that the murderer is still on campus,” said one
anonymous female student.
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BE OUR GUEST

This coupon entitles York Students/Staff to o
FREE 1 WEEK MEMBERSHIP without cost or obligation.

OFFER EXPIRES NOV. 30/92
Limit: 1 Coupon/person

Tek: (416) 638-7730
Fax: (416) 638-7734

Whether you are buying for home or

small business use, for university or

school, or for holiday gifts, you'll find
excellent values and selection.

Between 50 and 70 companies will be
offering great buys in computers,
software, games, peripherals,
shareware, and courses. In addition
you will be able to get ideas and
information and membership details
from local computer clubs.

Admission is $5 (including PST and
GST) Children 10 and under are free.
You save $1.00 with the attached

discount coupons.

If you wish additional coupons, or
information on exhibiting or attending,
please call 1-800-465-8286.

ONTARIO
COMPUTER
FAIRS

Sunday, Nov. 8
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TORONTO
YORK UNIVERSITY

South from Steeles Ave., 2nd
entrance west of Keele (Northwest
Gate) to parking lot 5A Tate
McKenzie Centre is immediately to
the south

TTC - Take Bus 106 from Wilson
subway station directly to
Tate McKenzie Centre

$1 OFF
REGULAR
ADMISSION

(NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON)
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