Celebratory’s Imaginations
sensual steel

/n BASHIR PATEL
ordsworth and sculptor
Liliana Berezowsky have
differentopinions aboul

metal and concrete.

To Wordsworth, metal and con-
crete are cold and lifeless. Bere-
zowsky. however. feels that they
have a warmth. softness and
sensuality.

Educated in Toronto and pres-
ently teaching in Montreal, Bere-
zowsky has shown her work in
major art centres around the
world. And now, Celebratory. her
latest exhibition. is at Glendon
Gallery until June 25.

("l'll'hrulnr‘\‘ is comprised of
pieces made of conerete and steel
that resemble functional objects
like coffee tables. doorways and
podiums.

Berezow sky considers her
malterial more “useful and dura-
ble™ than conventional clay. Her
work is literally “weighty™ as a
piece may weigh anywhere from
50010 1.500 Ibs. She uses welding
equipment and other unconven-
tional techniques to join the two

marquee. a premiere,
shmoozing. food. egos: The
Toronto Festival of Festivals?

No.it’s Putting on the Ritz. the
year-end gala for the 1989 gra-
duating class of York’s Film/Vi-
deo department.

After four years of struggling
through the red tape. perseveri g
llwwurklmul.('mnpvlilion.c-quip-
ment. and working in an over-
crowded, dungeon-like atmos-
phere where staff and faculty can
be found trying 10 sneak a smoke
outside or staggering around the
grad lounge during normal work-
ing hours, the students have gone
on to make ambitious, yet boring,
films thatare high on glitzand low
on substance.

The first film to start the afier-
noon was the thought-provoking.
mock documentary The Bottom
Line by Joseph Radman and
Roger Black. It told the audience
that money is evil and people are
bad and by the end of the film. one
had enough of this truism.

It seems that student films
always tackle the same subjects
when they try to get dramatic or
make a social commentary. People
identify with certain cliche issues

such as money and society and are
asily led toward identifying with
a film. The film was an casy
altempt at making a comment on
an already tired idea. The Reagan
era is over my friends. let’s gelon
with it,

Aside from this “mockumen-
tary,” the rest of the films — minus
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Berezowsky's steel and con-
crete Baldor.

‘Puttin
on
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movie house, lights on the

the R

one — were short narratives.

Passages, a film by Tim
Richards is a short montage of
images which took the viewer on a
journey from one end of life 1o the
other. The music, by Steve Costel-
lano. complements the images
well and gives the viewer an
enjoyable experience.

The rest of the films are as long
as Passagesis short. Cold Iron is a
film setin medieval Germany. Itis
an ambitious endeavour with
sword fights and armoured
knights on horses but the seript
and acting were bevond bad. The
actors® lines were c¢liche and
poorly delivered. Next time the
producers will hopefully spend
more time on dialogue. story and
acting than they do on making a
film that is not believable in the
first place.

Another two films in the goofy
student category are Shot to Shot
and The Strange Story of Jacques
LaPlante. Shot to Shot is about a
woman who thinks she witnesses a
murder but has just been at the
wrong al the wrong time. It's sort
of like the Three's Company epi-
sode when Mr. Furley thinks he
hears Jack and ( Ahrissy having sex
but they are only hanging up the
shower curtains.

But. as in all 100 many student
films, there has 1o be a twist end-
ing. so. there isamurder but not of
the expected character. It's not
original and, worse than that. it
wasn’t even good.

The Strange Story of Jacques
LaPlante is about a church cura-
tor who falls in love with a ghost
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materials, Because they are so
heavy. she rarely gets a chance 1o
see her work until it is assembled
in a gallery for showing.

Berezowsky s inspiration comes
from industrial landscapes like
factory rooftops, serap metal vards
and “other useful things in our
society.” She wants the viewer to
look at these landscapes. which
surround every individual in the
20th century. with “a different
eye.”

She wants 1o reflect the idea that
industrial landscapes are for fune-
tional purposes. but wants people
to appreciate them for their artis-
tic element.

Her work mirrors that belief.
Although her sculptures look like
they might serve a purpose —
“Kandor” is a round cement basin
mounted on wheels that looks
suspiciously like a bathtub — they
are definitely non-functional art.
Berezowsky hopes that her exhi-
bition will make her viewers
appreciate the “industrial waste-
lands™ in amore “aesthetic., sculp-
tural fashion.™
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that resides in the basement. This
film should set Anglo-French
relations in this country back 10
the times of Trudeau and the War
Measures Aet.

The lead character is portrayed
as a bumbling Frenchman who
loves the church and who dreams
of going back to La Belle Provinee
o the days before the Plains of
Abraham.

These are five of the nine films
that were produced this year. |
would go one with the others but |
don’t want 10 bore anyone with
more gruesome details, Let's just
say that the highlight of the after-
noon was the reception: the food
was excellent. 1 should mention
that one of the films. 4lmost Mid-
night. was not shown as it was not
completed. Perhaps there is a
glimmer of hope lefi.

By relying on flashy gimmicks
and technieal ability, the students
produced films that looked good
but were not memorable, A large
fallacy among students is that they
are just making “student films" so
the story and the acting don’t have
to be up 10 par. One should
achieve the best results no matter
who makes the film. There must be
a new ideas not rehashes of popu-
lar formulas.

After this vear. the graduates
enter the professional world 1o try
their hand in filmmaking. With
some luck. we shall probably hear
of a few of them. In future. one
hopes these filmmaker realize that
there is more 10 a good film than
good camera work.

captured in
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he major attraction of The
Convocation Show, running
until June 11 at the IDA

Gallery. is the wide ranging sam-
ple of the creative imaginations of
York’s visual arts students.

The 15 mixed media picces, by
I5 students. includes
photographs. drawings. paintings
and sculptures of various mate-
rials. Asitis with so much modern
arl, some pieces exist just to stir
controversy, to shock, or to make
one wonder, “but is it art?”

The best example that makes
one ask this 20th-century aes-
thetie question is a freshly
painted.white rectangular box
sitting on a recent. .~|m':|<| oul
issue of Excalibur covered with
white splotehes of paint. One
really wonders why it’s there at all.

A\ more interesting piece is a
ceramic human
heart, with plas-
tic auricles and
venltricles tubes
running to aglass
beaker filled with
red fluid. A bat-
tery and wires
are attached and
when a switch is
thrown, a whir-
ring
heard and that’s

noise js heart.
it. It would be easier lo aceepl it as
ancattoy rather than awork of art.

More noticeable are the large
paintings of mixed elements.
including picces of cavestrophes.
The canvas is an ugly gray-green
with the messiest assortment of
colours imaginable. One bent.
peeling cavestrophe has an old
chunk of wood in it with rusty
nails sticking out. It reminds one
of the urban de ‘ay that is seen so
often. but siill . .,
art?”

“is this really

It is hard enough 10 look at
these pieees in a gallery. so never
mind the thought of hanging it in
somebody’s livingroom. This.
however. may he exactly the point
the artist is trying 1o make about
our downtown environment.

Other paintings are even more
bizarre, with no “message.” aes-
thetie or purpose apparent. Two

canvasses are dominated by
absurdly large dog bones sur-
rounded by ugly. dark shades of
colour. Another canvas is the
depiction of a commonplace real-
ity in an insane, incomprehensi-
ble context. ATV sereen with Pee-
Wee Herman on it is surrounded
by random shades. lines and
abstract shapes and figures.

Some of the sculptures are a lit-
tle more conventional. The long,
painstaking hours involved in
chiselling stone and wood to
create an artpiece is easily recog-
nized. The intricate curves and
drilled holes in the cement-like
stone sculpture is appreciated
simply because it takes a lot of
time and effort 1o make something
like that.

Some more unique or strange
sculpture pieces ar rarranged ona
framework of welded iron rods,

Sharon Buchanan's pottery

One is a carved mask with the
mouth held wide open and from
the inside, a lone figure dangles.

The most beautiful and fascinat-
ing works are the photographs. A
photo of person, sitting between a
doorway. was left on an enlarged
picce of film. Touched-up by
watercolours of purple and lighter
shades. the film was put between
two pieces of glass. one elear and
one frosted. A touch of lace in all
four corners, a small light behind
iand a copper casing makes the
picce appear 10 be the perfect
expensive Queen Street gift for the
artistically-minded Yuppie.

\lthough not spectacular. The
Convocation Show exhibits some
amusing and bizarre works of art
which provide insight into the
currents of ereative thoughi
among our graduating visual arts
students,

runs until June 14
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IDA Gallery (Fine Arts Building) presents the Convocation
Show of works by graduating visual arts students. The show

AGYU will exhibit selections from the Ann and Marshall Webb
Collection of recent Canadian and international art until June

Glendon Gallery presents “Celebratory”, an exhibition of the
works of Liliana Berezowsky until June 25. Mon thru Fri 10amto

Glendon’s Maison de la Culture presents Magic Places from
June 8-27. Call 487-6730 for more information.
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