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Options and alternatives
The future of the QEII incinerator

BY KAREN DENSMOREAND 
GLENDA MACLEAN

given the deadline of May 1st of 
this year to find a solution to the 
incinerator problem. A commit
tee is presently looking at many 
proposals. The most likely of these 
options is a “retro-fit” for the in
cinerator that will catch more of 
the furans and dioxins which re
form at higher levels during the 
cooling down period of the burn.

The actual implementation of 
the retro-fit, however, would take 
another six to seven months. Dur
ing this time the incinerator is 
hoping to have its permit ex
tended. The Department of the 
Environment has strictly stated 
that there must be an alternative 
plan for the waste if the furans 
and dioxins are not controlled at 
a 0.5 level by the May 1st dead
line. The incinerator is presently 
releasing the chemicals at a 5 level. 
This backup plan would involve 
the shipment of all biohazardous 
waste from the QEII to another 
facility in Quebec at the price of 
1.2-1.3 million dollars.

The Department of the Envi
ronment commented that the in
cinerator is within national 
guidelines, except for the furan/ 
dioxin levels.

Dr. E.W. Angelopoulos, an as
sociate professor at Dalhousie 
University who was present at the 
recent tour of the facility, believes 
there are a few alternatives to help 
clean the air around the incinera
tor. The structure was built to 
destroy contagious or otherwise

hazardous biomedical wastes. A 
burn temperature of 300 degrees 
should be more than sufficient to 
destroy any microorganisms 
present in these wastes. However, 
since the waste is primarily plas
tic, another object of the burn is 
volume reduction. A temperature 
of 1000 degrees or greater is re
quired for a “clean burn”, in 
which the plastic will be burned 
and its burn byproducts rendered 
inactive. The incinerator is cur
rently burning at insufficient tem
peratures in the 800 degree 
range. Burns at these tempera
tures often overheat the facility, 
resulting in the use of the 
unfiltered emergency stacks.

Dr. Angelopoulos strongly 
questions the need for the incin
eration of the plastic. One possi
ble alternative is some type of 
separation of the plastic waste to 
reduce the amount of plastic en
tering the presently unpoliced sys
tem. A better solution, though 
more expensive and time consum
ing, is a return to the use of glass 
in the hospital setting with 
autoclaving to kill contagious 
microorganisms. This old system 
was both friendlier to the environ
ment and created jobs.

The question now remains as 
to whether the Department of the 
Environment will give in and ex
tend the incinerator’s permit, or 
whether they will stick to their 
decision and force the QEII to ship 
its costly waste to Quebec.

Six years after the construction 
of the biomedical waste incinera
tor at the QEII Health Sciences 
Cèntre in Halifax, concerned citi
zens are campaigning for the in
cinerator to comply with 
environmental health regulations. 
After a recent tour by a group of 
local residents, many more con
cerns were raised, making the fu
ture of the incinerator uncertain.

When the incinerator was 
completed in 1991, it was de
signed in accordance with the 
standards and regulations of the 
time. These standards have since 
changed, leaving local residents 
in a cloud of dark smoke.

The main concern of all par
ties involved, including the pro
vincial Department of the 
Environment, is the emission of 
furans and dioxins which result 
from the burning of the PCBs 
(Polychlorinated Biphenyls) found 
in, plastic waste. Both furans and 
dioxins are considered to be can
cer-causing agents, although it is 
not known at what levels they 
may be considered hazardous to 
the public. In 1991, no regula
tions were in place to control the 
emission of furans or dioxins. The 
incinerator is presently operating 
on a permit from the Department 
of the Environment.

The Department of Transpor
tation and Public Works has been

Science at the Gazette.
It's not just a slate of mind, it's a com
plex arrangement of atoms and 
molecules.See for yourself. SUB 312.
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.
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Hey Students!!
Why lug all your belongings back 

home when Metro offers secure storage even you parents 
would approve!

What do you want in a 
storage facility?

Metro Self-Storage
has it all!

Easy Access
24-hour access - 7 days a week.
Convenient locations - adjacent to major highways 
Computerized electronic gates - individual access codes.

Security
On-site live-in personnel.
Bright, well lit facilities - highly visible to police patrols. 
8’ high security fences surrounding facilities.

Value
Affordable rental rates.
Low-cost tenant insurance. 
Advanced air ventilation system.

Wmmm
State-of-the Art protection
All units individually alarms.

Metro Self Storage On-Line 
www.metroselfstorage.acl.ca

We also sell Boxes, Lock + Tape
Two Locations to serve you:

10 Lovett Lake Court 
Bayers Lake Business Park 

Halifax, Nova Scotia

160 Thornhill Drive 
Burnside Industrial Park 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
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