
Triple E. Senate nf0,
b'-ntefit to Albet#

Dont 6e sucked in by the tisy
Tories on campus currettly flôg-
gins a Seoute Reformn petition.

They Icnow this issue won't be
resolved lu the neit 11111e while.
And if they thought about it, the
proposât for a Triple E, oelced,.
Effective, and Equul) Senate may
not be in the best Inter"itsof the
provincial Tories.

Alil tbey*r trying t0 dotis plant
a seed in your mind; concelection
urne (pretty soon, by MMoac-
counts), they'I1 have spread
enough fertilizer to grow that
seed intc a single pliait election
campaIga.

That way, îhey dono'îhave tô
run on their record, or deal witIa
real provincial.i iuest or even
acknowiedge their LiberalorNWDl
opponents.

Ruoniulg against Ottawa (the
big, badl bogeyma*n) bas always
been a successîtal strategy in the
past; the Tories are bettiug that
Aibertans still aren't politucally
mature enough to sort the wbeat
from the cbaff. If the Liberals or
the NDP wecin power. tbey'd,
maire the sarne bot.

lt's ironicý that if iluere was
Senat e fçorm -alongs?Ii hes
propcsedi, the strategy ofOttwa-
bashing would no longer be au
option in future elections.

But it. not seing to happes.
And there is rea11y no need for it.

For ouething, no Prime Mini-
..ter wooid bew;iîftgto giveUP
the power of mmkiug patronage
appointments to the Scuate.,ltf$
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ton niçe a reward for Ïhose wbo.
havelhelped his party gais power.

Secondly, £hèreiil never ho
vunnimous agrceaent on Senat e
Reform. Under the amnding
formula of the Meèch Lake
Accord, ail the, provinces have bo

*This meama that> Quebec and
Ontario. with 24 Sonat, es
cach and a popuIatioS of about
15 million, have to qgree te oq_ al
represçntauion frein a provinc~e
like PEI, which bas lemstitAn
250,000 people.

If Don Getty was , raIiy so
rie up about Sçnate Rqfom,.
w1ly '""t ot ' nmlwit apr.
çondi:ion eto silning the Meecit
Lake Accord? Iles incoqsâstent to
supotbt eI a.ad
Sonae Refori.

Third, it's debatable whether
we'dgetbetsirrepremtatin wiâl
a refornud SMat. Umiertlii,
preseot systeâ of exécutive fe-
deralism, the premiers meet
periodically to iroitout their dif-
férences. They -all have roughly
equal power.aod coho effective
spokesmen for thoi provinces.

Wh hnge thip?.
Therc are two famlya*uwp-

tions al-least) tbat 1 tuubààumu
of Sonate reform itînges tapon.
One is that our interes are not
represented in Ottawa. atnd the
othe r s thtt #Wioterests of the
four westrnprofnmlsarelways
united.

We really ca't bitch about our
representation in Ottawa. Alberta
has two very highly placed Cabinet

Sot it.

And i-wedén'tthink the odu.r
24 repreuentatives are effectiye,
whyrd w*ivteoiiià$Mybe
lte fmi prowetn ta Our ~teft cf
Party discipliné.111,

oe Is an'e ssie tm
the other western provinces'.' For
example, the deçiaiou w aad
tbe F'18 Mr4, cosact toi a
Mootrealfirm may have serewed
Manitoba but not1 Albertbth
firut opeed a workshop ini U

Itim ure ibrtans rew op. if
we are co»mmitted tô Ceoudas
democratit system of represata-'
tin by oo tion, we hve tôw

Canada.
In a democracy, the maority

rules.So ates.wu iviciw

The iuue of Sennte Refonu is
a red herring beingdraned acroos
the camblagu tait

1 's dead. Aud it sinýks.
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DeaamnthSofS saddsii therou,

25, hom sper woekSomtefrancophone mommtUs be pbSod im
Freoclnguage mhocb ou"sdeQueber.
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