
Writing the three-mdaymasterpiece
*-* usvlw y gUm i*y,

Imagine suartln a novet on Frlday and
flngishnt on Sunday. imagine theIntense
mental, phyuicat and onotionapressures
af su«h a weekndftb" Labour Day
weekend you too caq n deir. $ experience
by taking part in the ibre. Day Navet
Contest, sponsored by Putp Press.

It att stated in a Vancouver bar. A
bookstore owner, WUIWam Hofferand
Sephen Osborne, a publise, were tatking
aver a few ben about how Votaire wrote
Canc*de in the. days. They mad a bet
dhmt he, to,couki can" out a navet in a
weekond. Doth ofaiemhosn Mmdi.finish
**eàrnavets, but an Jdea was bain. T1
nnet yar d"w decid to tryit agaït, a
fomatconipeido,htwltng othewrier
to particpat, wfth *amo bookstoros as
spo.uom The Three DayNavet
Comipetition b.d begun.

Thsyermarstniyerofthe
conteut74iecompotition bas grown to
Indude 60 spoSuorbokus.shroughout
theU.S., Egand idAuulla. bienI ye
Pup Press hopes ta extend the contest ta
Paris. Thlere Is àaotctiInternational inuest
inthm competition, as shown by articles in
the. New Yrk limes and 9e LA. limes.

The prize ai the conteesais publication
and a national tour, but sales have not
matched the interestInh the campeilio
btet The wunners have reoeived very good
reviews, nd "th quallty af the literature s
oui substanard,v daims Bilan Lamb af

The contest s unique becawse ihe ihue
day navet is a genre jn imeIf, the only genre

Filia otenh t he Globe "ndMail ça&i
ht Canaiia's oly truty Canaian
con tribution ta lierature"

The competition works on an honours
systein. tirst you must îeglster witb a
sponsor baakstore. Aspon Books is the
sponsor in Edmonon. You must obtain an
affidavit signed by a witnoss ta prove uhat
you have written the navet in three days.
There is na .ntry fée.

Brian Lamb states dthelb majority of
entrants have never written a novetkbefore.
The tne constrainiaofithe coiesti s
stirnulating ta wrtters Iacing discipline.

Atbough a rough outtine made before
the competition is acceptable, most writers
prefer ta write ibeir navets spontaneously.
One woman who has particpated fol
several years sets up a table in the middle
of a sidewatk in Vancouver and types up
ber navet there. A previaus winncr, Marc
Dianond, author af Mamentum, wmked
around Vancouver before the contest
taking randorn photographs. He pinned
thein on the. wall in front af bis typewriter
and wrote about these complet. stranger
and ibeir locales

This year Pulp Press had a public writing
event at EXI'O. Fifteen exhibitianisi
entrants wrote their navets wltb the
generat public peening aver their
shoulder. "k was ike a circus,* says Lamb.

Wriiers use the competition as a
springboard for their careers. eff Dorin,
wbo won with Ibis Guest of Summer, bad
never been publsbed before. He is now
writing a second navet with the hetp of a
government grant. b.p. nichaI won in 1962
wihUh 51is f irsi navet.

Athm*g Putp Press bas yet ta make a
n.tmfry profit f ram the contest, it lu

obvious dmhawt hTree Day Novel
Comipetmtori has encouraged writers and
made an interestng contribution ta
literature.

#eWlew by Scoft Cordon
A plat is essenilt for ibis klnd of thing.

No blaody thesis stateinents, no
whirnpeiug introdutions, a" doflnity
nou desperate conclusions. This is reat
writing wberc the uibors actuatly have ta
thlnk for themnsetves; nou pandening ta
profs or teachers because this is fiction, the
very stuff that wards wcre meani ta ho
Yu.mday, Io.,.b. , lmi

usdlfor.t1bad no jpltand it was 2a.m. i
only Nid 70 bours aIf o sheer ttler sweat
tait, and desperation.

The abject ai dhis exercise lu ta write a
naveti three days, af any length, on any
subject, just as long as it's wrlnten between
12*01 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. durlng the -
Labour Day weekend. t Nid atready wasted
Moa hours, and 1 utid nou idea af whàt 1
was golng ta write. Sa 1 dld the only tblng

ahdWor imter worl do; t

Somnetime around seven in tii. morning,
ju as the. cartoons were about ta begin, 1
Nid finally mad. progress, t Nid flnîshed
one six-pack and was b.ginning ta start an
another. t isa found saine inspiration.
Wby not write about ibree.eolewho
came oui andhmeed in Aberta at
the turm of the century, hmd sons wbo died
in The Great War, and eventualty losi their
farms during the Depresson? icould catl it
»Dirt Farming in Aberta". just asI was
really gettingi t theplot, 1 remized tdat
this very same theme had been used by
about fiteen Aberta writers atremdy.

t flnalty 1.1 asteep just as the Ewoks wcre
about ta ho somped by a giant carrai.

1 was exhausted. 1 Nid slept twetve bours
and was in nou mood ta write, so 1 didn't.
Enough lime left, 1 thougbi. 1 can realty
power tbrough ibis beasu an Sundmy and
Monday. No wuckin'furriesl
1On. ai the dlsadvantages af hoing a

university student is that your student
friends wilt cubher drap by with a box of
beer, or suggest going oui for a debmuch.
Being a student who kows aIl of the
student's étiquette (drink, sinoke, abuse
the firsi years as much as possible, study
onty wben the mid-term uis tbree bours
away, and neyer, neyer start an essay eliber
sober or onty when you've cleaned your
flat top ta botiain and you have gaI no
choice because it's due the next day ai
nine), I answered tb. phone. It was ringing,
but 1 forgot ta mention it above.

wYa wanna go ta the Strath?»
"Can'î. Gotia write a book.»
%Wbaddya mean? Va kmn do thai

tomarrow.
"Rghî. Se. ya ai. about fine, or len."

Student etiquette also demnanda that yau
speak in the masi sloventy vaice passible,
excepi in dlass when you have been asked
ta comment on someihing or other, even
tbough you neyer raised your hand and
can't squirmn oui of it. When thai bappens,
you must speak like a'normal' buman
being, jusita please your prof. If you can't
do thai, just uythat you didn'î read the
stuf, andt hen continue doddlng or fait
back to sleep.,

Saîurday, af course, is a wasb out. Nat
only did Inoui have a plot, t had no désire
ta write. I just could flot gel the aid
creative juices a-flowing. Writer's block.

What a cruel thlng ta have, particutmrly
wben the pnlze is money and gettung your
book publisho"

Sunday. Afiernoon. Hangover. Have a bit
.pi the haïr af the. dog that bit you. No plat.
Notbtng. Blank pages suare ai yau. This is
beginning to? sound ike Richard Brautigan.
Oh weil.

Wi. wmcing the news 1 came up with
a death-killer idea. Why flot use every
clihe In the bok and then invent somne
mare? Ycah. But where ta set il? What
target is out there that needs ta ho taken
dowh a rm*c117 WhÔ do 1 bat. enough ta
make fun of? Who do t tike enough ta
mnake fun af?

West Edmonton Mail.
I know. There have been so many wry

comments made about that black hale of
rampant capitatisin. There have even been
plays writien about a mega-maîl, spoofing
it. But no one has ever used the Mcl
Brooks pproach, no one has ever used the.
exaggeration approach. No one bas my

mind, not even mie. tt would b. perfect.
Targeis gatore, and ail of them deserving.
Heilt tmighî even ho enîertaining. It
mighî efen makewimneone tmugb. Perfect.

But Would iw Woud this bémy start
on the road la the Nobel Prize? Coutd this
mnean that 1 mlghî have a chance of
appoaring on Front Page Chaflenge and
tum maround so that 1 could avoid asking
stupid questions ta find out the identity of
an Axehandle, Alberta woman who bad
shucked twelve pounds of corn in a
minute?
i doubted kt. But what the bell, lt's worth
a shot Maybe the judges woutd ho stoned
when they read it and give me the prize foi
bafludiengenic reasons. 1 imme.dimtely went
ta bed ta rest up for the grueting ordeat t
knew mwaited me.

If anyone readlng ibis Is a truc student,
iben tboy knc>w wbmt il lu like ta do dutch-
writing. This form af wriîing requires al af
one's facuttios ai reason, knowtedge, and
buttshit powcrs; like writIng an English or
rii=opy apr Just gel in ihere and say
whatywn=t say, and then pad it with

useless drivel.
Yau're stuck. You've teft it ta the tast

minute, again. You have ta get that paper
In, nou matter what. Yau know that there
can ho ou diversion, indluding beerwYou
tumn off the reat you, and become a robot.

1 cracked a barley sandwich and sat
down ait te typewriter. 1 had tbe plat, and
1 had only ten bours ta gel it dawn a
beginning, a middle, and an end. ius was
it. No tuming back. t was about ta write.
where no man hmd gone before. 1 bepn.

Once t get an ides ia omy head, I juà
go for it. 1 had the idea, 1 went for it, and t
instantty regretted that t hadn't tbought of
it before. What the bey, bey? Tbirty pages
of prose is preity goad in ten hoGrs And t
even used my mind. A navelty, don!t you
think?

'm eagerly awaiting the pbone cait at
around midnight tomorrow lnforming me
that l've won. That is, tMI win onty if the
judges are staned. Pray for me, please, and
if t win, l'Il remember the good 'otfIU of
Hay, and atl the hetp they gave me.

Hahahahahahahahal.

OMD slightly schizophrenicl
Qdwd se uxmiiouln i re Dokn
11w Pra&Ave
(VISVA à&"M)

rewlewby NML. SplnSo
OMD are a kind of encapsiÛIation of the

current British music scene, wbich is to say
that tbey are slightly schizophrenic. On the
one hand, they can produce perfectly pal-
atable pop like TMf You Leaveff, from last
year's Pretty ln Pnk mavie soundtrack, or
'Enola Gay", the happiest sounding sang
about an atomn bomb you'il ever hear,
while on the other they display a creative
intelligence mare sulted ta the avant garde.

1The Pacific Age, OMD's seventh album,
finds the band movlng (ike almost eve-
ryone cisc these days) in a mare commer-
cial direction wfthout completely forsaking
the experimentat nature of pasd albums.
True, the barnd has always been commer-
cially successful in Brtain, but the Engllsh
have always been mare receptive ta new
saunds than North Amnerican ears (or at
least radia programmers). The Pacific Age
could be vewed as OMD's attempt ta woo
the North American-public.

ln this regard, they certainly deserve at
least somne measure of success. There are a
lot of interesting, if not strikmngty original,
musical ideas happening within the ten
sangs wbich comprise The AicifIc Age.
"Southern", for instance, throws exoerpts
from Martin Luther King speeches against
an insistent, aggressive rhythm in,
condemning America's own ongoing
version of apartheid, which could b.

viewed as either a send-up or an imitation
ai Frankie Goes To Hollywood, depending
on how cynicat yau're feeling when
tisîening ta it. The. inclusion ai dhe ironic
quate that T like anyone else I would like ta
live a long life" emphasizes the onty semni-
serious nature ai ihe sang.

You can stuli dance ta il, lhough, which is
also true about much of the rest of the
atbum, especiatty the opener, "Stay", an
uphoat btast ai synth pop that grabs you by
the feet and doesn't Ict go. On. ai OMD's
main strengths bas atways been their
tasteful use ai synthesizers ta comptement
conventional instrumnentatipn, and they've
continued ta potish tbeir skilts herein.

Soothing, ambient textures juxtaposed
wiîh funky rhyihms within sangs make the
Pacific Age somebow bath retaxing and
uptifting ta listen ta. its biggest faiing,
therefore, might ho the fact that there are
few surprises. The sangs are tailored ta
radia length with the result that a sang like
"The Dead Girts", which begins ta devclop
an lnteresting instrumental interplay, is cut
off jusi as it starts ta realty cook.

Overaîl, however, 1h. Pacific Age
deserves a positive recommendation for uts
skitifui blending ai unusuat moads within a
reltîvely accessible framework. The. saund
is pure digital state of the art, wiih a
credible production job by Steve Hague,
enhancing the lmmediacy and sbarpness af
the music. OMD are evolving surety and
steadity and The Pacific Age, while flot
quit. a masterpiece, shows the band
composing and piaying with confidence
and flair.


