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there th is sumhier, in the guise of
marketing assistant to the Edlmonton Opera
- andi was éarly intrigued by George
Cottons apparent refusai to fit the mold.,'Cotton is. Assistant Artlstic Director at
Edmonton Opera, and also its Production
Mana ger. That makes him fairly promninent
in h is field. Somehow, he just doesn't fit my
E ýreconcelved ideas, about what he shç>uld -

elike. He's not exclusive enough. H-e>
listens to Thelonius Monk (avarIte garde
jazz) and Dave Brubeck, chamber music,
pop, rock, and country. His response to my
astonlshrnent was simple: We al have to
specialize .... but you have to have an
awarness of ail the components."

'For Cotton,. this attitude exterlds
beyond musical categories. He believes
that during the past quarter century, opera
has seen a-movenlent towvard the "consum-
mate singing actor>', that mere vocal talent
isno longer enoùgh. If opera is to remian
alive as a medium, lits performers mnust
incorporate the method actor, the comic,
and the dancer, as well as the singer.

George Cotton is thirty-four. Critlcs,
are already describing his stage direction as
f resh, innovative, and fulof action. H-e has

~learned a lot under Edmonton Opera's
"miain man", Artistic Director Irving Gutt-
man, but he cannot remember a time when
his eventuali nvolvement in operatlc
production did flot seemn inevitable. I-is
family isn't involved in music or theatre;
neither was Cotton himWef pushed te enter
the field. Nonethelesi, lie started singing
aged four, artdwhen the family bùught
thelr: fIrs t pno, "it w*as like gettlog a pnfèssiônloÈracoffipany Westc0
Ferrari." Cotton was ieight at the tiffi. Ile to, the VacoirflpéraAssociati
appeared in Bizet's "Carmen" at the age of it was directed ,y frving GCtman,
nine; it was the f irst production by the first stili remémbers the 'a*end adm
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-Despite his
recognized talent if
cotton's voice Is n
audIIile inMaini St

lusiasi' for a
is medium, Geoi

- a real pium for hîs career. Cotton
that<ali rmusc 15 life",and hewants1ô n
opera's image more paistable than il
been in the past.,

For George Cotton, musc is "a pô5ý
narcotic." Whatever mny retervations,
last, is a statement I agree with.
intrtgued. 1 thirik we'oe going to heM rn
about -this mani.

With Whilch he watched Gut
pffiduction together.

George Cotton recelié
from UBC £nd C"m totbe :iOtn.
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