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character. Without any deep feel-
ing she had tbe glft of surface emo-
tion, and the actress's power of em-
ploying that gift artisticailly and ef-
fectiveiy. She qjnderstood the science
of gairbing an excellent figure to its
utmost advantage, and Intultively
adopted the rigbt colour scheme that
goes best wltb a brilliant chestnut
coiffure. In a word, she had -ail tbe
fenjînine superliciality witliout the un-
exipected deeps that usually lie con-
ceailed even In the most frivolous wo-
man's soul; but ber beauty, lier birtb,
and, above ail, her art, made ber a
definite factor of Importance àn the ex-
Isting political eituation.

Releasing the faded blind, she turn-
ed witb a sigli and a tightening of thie
lips to the eomfortless chamber whicli
served ber for a sittIing-room, then
seatIng berseif In au arm-chalr tbat
had once been crimson, and was now
a slckly terra-cotta, sbe picked up a
bigphotograph-aibum that reposed on
a 9maîl table of Japanned bnmboo-
work. It was a fine album of green
Morocco leatber witb a royal coat of
arms stamped In goild upon it, a relie
of bygone grandeur which, aceompan-
led ber on &II ber travels. The first
page was occupied by tbe -presentment
of ber late busband, King Kari XXI..
of Grlmland, taken In tbe prime of bis
manbood. The features awoke no
cbord of tenderneas in her bosom, no
regrets for tbe brIef period wben Karl
bad wooed ber with tbe devcytIon of un
ardent, tbougbtless boy for a lovély,
tboughtless womnan. But the photo-
grapb bad some words of sentimental
Import written on It, and for that trib-
ute to ber charms, If for no0 otber reas-
on, tbe tbing held u place In her pic-
toial. shrine.

Next came a photograpli of saund-
ers, breatbdn-g an atmosphere of self-
sat4sfaetion whieb would have been
Irritating In its complacency bad not
the keen, cool eye and tbe masterful
cbin proclaimed reasons enougli for
the good opinion tbe Englishman pos-
sessed of himself. There were no
words written on this pbotograpb. The
ex-Queen wislied tbere were, but tbe
picture bad been purchased from an
ordinary stattoner's, and was neot even
sdgned. Saunders wems a Nortberner,
a Dulseless Englisbman wbose politi-
cal movements were Uliiluenced by
the magnet of femininlty, whleb counts
for so mucli on the banka of ýthe .Nied-
erkessel. Next there 'was a likeness
of Frnitz, looking ridleulously ilke a
beautiful girl, witb anl au-deadous sup-
erscription "to bis devoted Cliarlotte."
There we.re plenty of others, culinet-
Ing In a fierce vignette of tbe Ârclh-duke ýCyril. Tt was et thls she was
gazing wben there came a knock at
tbe door.

Rer eyes -lit Up expectaatly.
"Rerein," sIe cooed.
The old rwoman wbo attended on ber

appeared ia the doorwýay.
"A visitor to see Your M4ajesty."
'ýShow bimn ," sbe responded, witb-

out In-quiring as ta tbe visitor's sex.She was rigbt; tbe eagerly awaited
one lied arrlved. Cynil of Wolfsa-aden
entered her humble eipartment.

Now that bis entire person, and niot
bis bead alone, could be seen, the
Ârcb-duke appeared as a man of med-
ium liedght, sligbtly bow-legged, and
very lyroad of sboulder-so broed, that
It was wonderful bow be could bave
squeezed hnself into a beer-cask. Ris
habitually foerce couatenance wore an
air of palpable dejection, but briglit-
ened momentariiy as be approached
thle ex-Quea.

Bending 10w over ber band and
toncbIng It witb bis lips, he murmur-
ed the endearing epithet, "Schatz."
Charlotte smiled with obvious plea-.
ure.

'¶1 have supported your cause with
the Ratbsherrea," she said. "I feIt
confident of success, but your face la
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