
CANADIAN' COURIER.

Connecting Up a Mine in South A merica, a Spaniard and a Canadian

NED STIRLING pushed bis lukewarm coffeE
from him with a frown, but accepting th(
penalty of a late-comer, was about to philo-
sophicalýly finish bis dessert, when a noise

in the opposite corner of the restaurant brought
him to his feet in alarm. The foreîgn-looking
youth, whose entrýance lhad immediately preceded
his own, had collapsed w1hile eating his dinner, and
Stirling, with ail a medical man's instinct, hastened
forward to wrestle witb death.

"Heart failure, Doctýor ?" -shivered the terror-
stricken waiter.

Stirling shook bis head, ýmotioning towards a
wine bottle on a neighbouring table. The man
obeyed mechanically.

The stimulant, taking effecýt imniediately, with a
convulsive sigh life returned into 'the slight frame.

"Where arn I ?" questioned the dark eyes belp-
lessly.

"Don't worry, you're ail rigbt," cheerfully re-
assured Stirling.

'The boy's lips moved, forming the question bis
eyes bad al-ready asked, and he struggled weakly
to rise.

"You're in Wiendieck's-can't you remnember?"
asked Stirling kindly, assisting bim to a chair.

A belpless, vacant motion of bis hand towards
his head, was the only answer.

Stirling's face was grave. "Neyer mind, don't
bother-I'll take you to my roomns across the way,
and have vou fixýed up in no tfine, " and tossing a
bill to the flus'tered waiter, he led the dazed you.th
into the street.

In less than ten minutes Stirling paused with bis
companioýn in front of a large office 'building.
Drawing a la'tch key froii bis pocket and opening
t'le door, lie stepped wilth him into the dark pas-
sage way. A turned switch in the wall instantly
gave a flood of liglit, revealing the elevator cage
which lie opened, and i~n a few seconds they were
bath wbhirled to, the fourth floor.

"Now we can make ourselves comfortable," said
Stirling, as he led bis patient in-to apartments on
the left, and seated him in a large chair before tbe
fine. Thie room was furnislied as a den, and the
bright coals in the grate spluttered out an impulsive
welcome, en'bancing the invitirg capaciousnýess of
the upholstered chairs, and casting reflecting, inti-
mate, welcomes from the fine prints lining the
walls.

Stirling tookz from a small panelled cupboard a
bottle fromi whichfie poured a watery-looking liquid
into a glass.

"Here is sometbing will put ginger into you,
young man," lie smiled.

The boy mecbanically drank the contents, band-
ing back the glass in the samne vacant manner. Stir-
Iing's keen glance noted the returning colour in the
cheeks, tolo smootli for a man's,ý but the fine eyes
stîll facled the world belplessly. Tbat lie was of
more.than ordinary calibre, was demonstrated by
tbe easy, if languid grace of 'the slim body, the
clear cut, delicate features, and small, well-shaped
head, crowned with ridiculously soif curîs.

Stirling's adventurours spirit was on tbe qui vive,
and it was witb decid-ed reluýctance he rose baîf an
bour later froni bis surreptitious analysis, to attend
a more practical case.

"The best remedy for you is a good nigbt's rest,"
lie remarked f rom the doorway, and wondered if
it was relief that for an instant cleared the hazed
eyes. "That davenport," he continued, "is a good-
sbakedown, wfhicb I use in strenuous seasons. If
you want anything in the niglit, push this button
and the janitor, wbo lias a room, above, will be
with you in an instant."

LH E doubted if bis statements were understood,
ilbut was reassured on this point at tbe low

toned, "You are very good," and as he hurried away
he found bimself wondering he bad neyer remnarked
befere the musical softness of the English Ilan-
guage. It tock bimi back one year, and the soft
intoxîcating glow of Spanish life lsurged tbrougb.

mir once more. Witb the collar of bis great coat
trned up te meet the protecting fiaps fromn his fur
cp, fie sped in bhis sleigh lover the snow-packed

ad.But the winter wind, stinging and bitîng
angrily at the unprotected parts of bis face, could
not dispel the recalled glamour of love, music ai
laugliter, which for six montbs had tbawed anti
warmed the seul of the practical Canadian West-
ernecr.'

Thle next niorning, after telephoning an order for
breakfast for two, to be served at bis downtewn
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rooms, Ned Stirling jumped into bis sleigh, wbile
his housekeeper stood in the doorway, dolefully
shaking lier head at bis ungodly abuse of bis body.

"It's aIl riglit, Mrs. Patterson," lie called over
bis shoulder, "I'm fleeding curiosity first this morn-
ing."1

It was with. a strange eagerness he entered bis
rooms fifteen minutes later. The breakfast he had
ordered was laid out -on the small table -before the
fire. Roses nodded fragrantly over the Venetian
centrepiece, and tbe a-roma of coffee completed the
homeliness ýof the scene. Seated in the samne chair
hýe hiad occupied the preceding niglit was the youtli-
fuI stranger. A slight smile of greeting deliglhted
Stirling. The dazed eyes were decidedly clearing.

"This looks quite cheerful," hie remarked, advanc-
ing Vo the fire. "It takes a western winter to make
a feIlow appreciate the scent of coffee and bamn.
If you are as hungry ,as I am, we are going t-o do
full justice te Wiendieck's catering."

The remnoval of the panel dlaclosed thr.ee pigeon-
holed shelves, laden with rails of parchment.

A smille was about ail Stirling coul! get in re-
sponse to bis conversational efforts. At last lie
ventura! ont boldI>', wben li ad lielped hi5 patient
to bam and eggs, "Have you been long in Canada ?"

'The old blank look crept into the ýeyes while a
helpless motion cf 4he band was; tbe cnlyrepl>'.

"Do you remember my name?" continue! Stir-
ling--"I toldylou it Iast niglit."

"Doctor Stirîing."
4eRiglit 0," beamed Stirling. "Do.you know wliere

I found you?"
"In Wiendieck's restaurant."
",Capitgl I WelI, don't weorry, lever ytbiîng will

come back in t iim-ntow ail you have to bother
about is the breakfast before yen."

Tallcing lightly and engagingly as lie would to a
child, Stirling spent ani hour studying this new and
perplexing case.

At nine o'clock bhe left the y-outb seated before
the fire witli a large album cf Mexicap views and
scenes from South 'America. He was -trying an
experiment, and the start on the boy's part upon
bhis ponting ont a- few plietegraplis lie had bimself
taken in Brazil and Venezuela, did not escape bu,.

Had Stirling turned back and seen the change bis
going liad wrought in bis patient, lie would, have'
been still moer surprised.

Wlien the door liad closed on him, the dark eyes

of the yout blazed with a mixture of malice and
-triumph. The inert form grew taut. And when
the islam of the elevator door announced Stirling's
actual departure, the last trace -of languor vanisbed.
Cautiousîy lie moved f romn the den into the front
office where his actions betokened the dazed mnd,
bad only awakened to madness. Rapidly the small
hands moved over the panielled walls. T1hese mo-
tions continued on ail four sides of the room.
After,' perhaps, a quarter of an hour of sncb fan-
tastic motions, the knuckles rested on a panel in no
particular differing from the others. But tbe bands
grew suddenly rigid, and the head of the y'outh
swayed back, whille a low laugli broke froim the
curved 'lips. Stepping towards the door stealtbuly,
hie listened a mement, then apparently satisfied,
approaclied the panel again. His hands xnoved
rapidly, circularly and diagonally. 'Se canny were
the movements it was as if a sorcerer were at
work, and wben the oak wall, as if in obedience to
somne hidden power, slid noiselessly apart, revealing
a two-foot space, it seemed te confirm this belief.
The siim bands came together, andthe eyes gleamed
excitedly.

T HE removal of the panel disclosed three pigeon-
boled shielves, ýladen with rolîs of parcliment,

eacli beld in place by a ruibber band. Eagerly seiz-
mg these, the you-tl unrolled thein one b' one. But
each suiccessive unrolling less 'enedi the eager ani-
-mati-on in bis face, and wben -the last roll was
restored and the panel slid -back into, place, be
steood gazing at the wall in perplexed and miserabie
defeat.

'Plhe door of tlie outer room opened abruptly, and
the change that swept over the yeuth would have
rivalled Irving's best work. It was only the janiter,
h'owever, with a liandful of mail, 'w'icb lie tossed te
the small table and burried out. Crossing the room
listilessly, the boy picked up the letters, exanTining
tbemi carefully. -One of the pile seemed Vo interest
him, and as, lie inspected it more -closely the eff--t
on him was extraordinary.

Drawing f rom an inner pocket a round leather
case containing a small bottle of clear liquid, and
extracting the stopper whicli was fiat edged and
moistened, be drew it aiong the fiap of the envelope,
which îimediately curled back. Thle revealed con-
tents were instantly seized upon. and scaiined by
eager, avariciotis eyes. Thle 1-etter was dated a montb
previr-,s from. Venezuela, and ran as follows:

"'Dear old Fel1low,-
"This will reacli you about two months be-

fore you start with your expeditien. At this
wr;ting we bave had ne word of your success
witb regard te translation of plans. Týoe bad
ynu couîdn't go. te bondon yourself after tbe
translater, but the Captain is the next best fel-
low. 0f course, you didn't trust the papers
out of' your liands. For beaven's sake, old
cliap, be a Cliristian, and 'don't let thy left
liand kn.ow wliat Vby 'riglit hand doetli.'

"I agree witli you it's the only way, te, keep
a guard lover the fellow Who reads eut the dope,
un-til we place thle Eldorado."
The letter liere ceased te interest tlie reader, and

refolding and sealing it bhe replaced it ameong the
others.

S TIRLINIG arrived fifteen -minutes later to find
b~is patient reclining befere the grate, with a

closed magazine held listless'ly in bis hand.
"Ah, still before the fire !" lie exclaimed, in a

hearty voice-"!Well, it's tbý -place a mornin g like
this," -and banging bis coat and 'bat on tIhe oak tree
lie crossed to bis mail. Taking the> letteàs as tîhey
came, lie skilfully dispo-sed of them, so)me geing
into the waste basket and ethers into thbe wire holder
on his desk. Wlien lie came Vto the last one, the
Venezuela postîmark 'brought more, than ordinary
pleasure te bis face. Not waiting te slit open the
envelope, lie hastily tore away the fiap. A look of
surprise crossed bis face as lie did so, and -lie
tbrew a quick glance at the ilanguid figure across
f ro>nhin.

"Ever been in Soth Anierica ?" lie inquired care-
lessly, wben, afterreading, lie refoldled and placed
the letter in bis .breast pocket. Thle youth shoovk bis
bead wbile týhe blank expresion grew more -pro-
nounced.

A sudden peal of the plione demanded Stirling's
departure to a sericus case.

"I-will have your lunch served from the hotel-
the mian will be over to take your order immedi-
ately," lie said, hurrying away.

Stirling was met in the lower hall b>' the janitor.


