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faith with us, and had confessed
their fallure to implement the terme
of union ln the vital matter of our
wlnter transport to and from the
mainland. We had no minerai
wealtb to develop, as Nova Scotia
had; no lumber, or natural gas, as
New Brunswick bad, and no manu-
fac-turillg development, such as had
taken place In the malnland pro-
vinces under the National Pollcy.
We had seen our Young men and
mlddle-aged men leaving our shores
on so-called harvest excursions ta
the North-West, a thousand ln a
day, and golng in scores and hua-
dreds ta the United States, wblle
comparatlvely few return. Our
once staple and Important oyster
lndustry was being rapldly de-
stroyed by over-fishlng and the Star
fish pest, while the Dominion,
wbicb hadl the control of It, did
nothiflg ta check the destruction,
or effect a relstoratian. Under im-
possible financlal terme, unwisely
agreed upon by aur union dele-
gates Ia 1873, the province was
absolutelY unable to, provide de-
cently for its public services, even
witii the closost ecfoomy, without
Incurrlag annual deficits, which, In
twenty years, under successive
Goveramnetts, bad amounted ta over
a million dollars.,

IN these circumstances a feeling
of despandency and gloom bad
settled upon Prince Edward

Island, No one except a very few
thougbt of investing a dollar ln any
new enterPrise within the province,
and of the few a consIdersble Pro-
portion found their lnvestment a
losing one. At one Urne, ln 1905,
when aur winter communication
was at its worst, -when for tva
months of the Urne no steamers
crosd between the Island and the
mainlaiid, outraged public feeling
grew so loud ln its pratest that
severai leading newspapers of the
mialnland sent special commis-
sioners ta the Island to ascertain
whetlier a determined secession
moveltient was llkely ta take place,
yet littIe or aothlng of an effective
sort vas done ta provide a remiedy.

In the meantime twa movements
were maturing whlch had an im-
portant bearing upon the change
wbich had aine been experlenced
in the spirit and attitude of our
people. The people of Canada were
niakiflg up thair mInds ln regard
ta a change of government at Ot-
tawa, which they carried into affect
ln 1911. Anid the silver fox indus-
try, after long and palnstaking
effort, axait many disappointments,
ba<1 begun ta prove sticcessful In
the western Part of the Island. Fax
pelts were praduced which reallzed
fabulous prices. Later began the
s;ale of breeding foxes at stili mare
than their polt values. The word
spread abroa that there vas "big
money ln faxes." Companles were
forxned ta exploit th15 nev source
of wealth, and! ln the year 1912
mnore corporate campanles were
chartered ln the province than ln
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AN ENGLISH PERIODICAL'S VIEW 0F CONFEDERATION.

d London News pubilshed thîs page of pictures and comment
t ln Canada. Tihe three portraits above are: Han.- J. E.!r andl Lower Canada; I-on. George Brown, Preuident ai
af Fiance. Here also le the LegisIative Building of Char.
ce conicernlng Canifedmi-ation was held. The article between
ri the Confederatlon movement. ti thîs article the editor~mwhlcii app1lss ta the month af May. 1914. ln the last

the Conferences at Chrarlottetown and Quebec ln 1864, he
i t co0ncernlng the resuits ai Confederation: "Ail the colonies
I Legaslatures be preservedi far local purposes. It la su -
,ation ought ta be known by ane distinct name, which mlght
le coloists desîre tthat their union may be erected Iinto a
>wn, and they would like to have one of the Royal Princes
d tome af our ultra-demacrata thlnk If they had read that
Sentence In Noyeniber, 1864?

forty years before. In 1913 the
number increased, bath of fox com-
panies and other industrial cor-
porations, and it was truly said
that in a single year not only vere
there more companleri chartered,
but more money vas invested ln
Island enterprises from outside the
province than la forty years before,
including the year 1912. The
people awake ta the fact that the
enterprise developed In their midst
by Messrs. Dalton, Oulton, Gordon,
and others, was, and la, the most
lucrative live stock lndustry la the
world.

Since 1911 tbousands of share-
holders ia the fox industry have
reallzed annuai returas of twenty-
five per cent. to two bundred per
cent, on their Investments la this
enterprise, which has attaîned the
proportion of a great and Important
new source of rapldly-growlng
wealth. Already il bas trebled the
value of the live stock on the
already well-stacked farme of the
province, the value 0f the foxes In.
the numerous ranches being at pre-
sent prices twlce as great as that
of ail the cattle, horses, sheep,
swlne and poultry on the Island. In
the meantîme aur farmers have re-
ceived advanced prices for ail the
tisual products of their farms, and
as these fe.rms are by far the most
productive of any In Eastern Can-
ada, it wIll be readlly seen that this
means much ta a province wbere
eighty per cent. of the people llved
by farming. To-day there le no
agrlcuitural section of Canada
where the farmers are more Pros-
perous than In. the Island.

MOREOVER, the changed atti-
0ue f the Ottawa authori-

ties toward the Island Pro-
vince bas given nov hope and con-
fidence ta our people. Notably is
this true la regard ta aur com-
munications wîth the mainland, by
the Canadian Gaverament under-
taking ta establish a car ferry
across the Straits of Northumber-
land at Its narrowest part, betveen
Cape Traverse, P. E. Island, and
Cape Tormentine, New Brunswick,
for which the contracta bave been
made, and the standardizing of the

-gauge of the P. E. Island Railway,
whlch Is now a narra-w gauge road.
When these Important works arm
CaMPleted the terms 0f union la.
regard to daily communication by
steam, witb the railways an tbe
mainland wIll be fafrly fulfilled, aI-
though It shall be only after a.
delay of farty Years. Tben for the
first time the Island wiUl realize ita
Place as an integral part of tbe
Cana<iLan Dominion. Products or
aur farms and flsheries cau then,
be shipped tbrough from tbe point
of production ta destination wilb-
out the double Irans-shipment froni
cars ta steamers and fram steamers
t0 cars again, as la nov the case.
Passengers oan came to the Islanud
or pàss froxa the Island ta the
mainlaad vithout change. M"ll

(Canciuded on page 19,)


