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The wester'n Home flfont hlyp

and hara sd by unusual mental activ- enI

It Arounld'her gathered half a dozen inI
OtLir, an t..nned, weather-beaten, and an
baving thgt appearaliCe of being haîf ra,
saphibious cbaracteristie of ail Guf- di
Coast men. . mixture of eagerness s
and suppre~d ,xcitement was very au
a&pparent in them, as they seemingly m
8waited the verdict on some question, ed
*front tht citizen ini the boateeeETAONI siâ
froîu the citizeni n the boat, who, on wi
the other banld, seemed utterly devoid th
et gny sense of hurry.

i"Weil, Nick,"I said one of them finally, ci
'<what do y ou thiiikt" Thus prompted, t
Nick slowly shifted hie quid, contem- bi
platiixg a cleat, that had once held the &y
inin-sheet, but now hung dejectedly, ti

end down, by one nail, and in slow, d(
drawliflg, disjoiilted sentences rendered.l
judgneflt. hi

",Weil, boys, 1111 tell yer-she's just,,bi
Vot erabouit ez bad er case er dry-rot as,
f ver 1 se-il' thar ain't er sound tim- 1bg
ber in lher front stem to stern-nur er e(
plank-flur even a cleat; but with lots ft
er galvanized nails, and six, or mebbe eo
geven false ribs, an' er kaig er white B
lead, ai' about er bar'1 er pitch-an' er 0
bale or 80 o' oakum-why we uiglit
make her go through; ennyhaow I niel
williu' ter try-1 can't do no more than 1(
that ennyhoaw." it

Mrhen Nick said "ennyhaow," it meantb
businîess, and was understood to give j
the saie finality te bis remarks as ff
the amen of the preacher, or thé i
Pax Vobiscum of the priest. The group
ecattered under his direction in quest
of tools and inaterial; and quickly, butq
quiet.ly enougih to escape the not very r
observant curiosity of the village, re- t
turnied te the scene of action. Every
one of then was more or less of a jack-
leg boat-carpenter, and each, under
.Nick'à supervision, was soon earnestly s
at iiurk on the particular part of the
joLi assigiied to hirn.

It waks the day of the great annualm
regatta, under the supervision of thes
$outhern -Yacht Club, held at Bay St.i
Louis.

The beach, the long white shellroad,,
known siinply as the "Front Road," the
steamer*vharves and the approaches to
the L. & IN. R. R. bridge, were flledl
with a miscellaneous mass of people
Yachtsman in all the glory of -S Y. Q.
unifornii and caps; ladies with flusbe d
excited faces, in their best boliday re-
galia, iiuttering with bright badges and
ribbons- gamblers, sailors, watermen
and wliarf-rats al ningled in demo-1
eratie freedom.

Schooner-yachts fromn other points,j
with gay parties on board, sloops des-
tinied for entry in the race, flËlber
craft, ovster-boats, "dago" luggers (the
btauiichest, snartest sailors ini the Gulf,
bLt ookiîîg, m-itit their single enormous
peaked eait anîd narrow hull, as though
a eatspaw would upest thent), yawls,
etinues, and every other variety of simal
ciaif., luttered excitedly here and there
or waited at anchor'for the commence-
ilient of the grand event. Every now
anad then the keen eye of some expert
would discern a new white speck on,
the distant horizon; and, almost before
the uîinitiated could note the dot on
the water's edge, had iîamed the yacht
lier home port, given an opinion as to
lier chances and a guess as to the make-
up of lier crew.

Fo r an unknown craft to have ap-
peàied among the inconing fleet would
liave lîcen as unexpected -te the coast
resident as for a strange f ish-one lie
cotuldit't naine to have flashed into the
lhot suilirlht from those familar &lit-
tering waters. And yet this is just
wh'Iat did happen; and curiosty was
lot relieved as to the jdentity of the

.Iw,%-coiier, even when she had passed
w %itin ,ýa stone'sj throw of the T of
the long "Puplic NWharf."

Aý very tongh-lookiiig craf t she was;
uîîpamilited and dark _with tige, streaks
of pitch and patches of white lead mak-
ing a iveird fresco of her deck and
sidles; an immense suit of sails, black

Ils <ver were abandoned to moth anld
nifiliew, patched witim ail shades fromni

iwhwite Iduck to second, third anîd

f-uiith haîmd sail-eloth. Oye <of the~
-t ç rvw as kept contîtl alii itli

hucket and can, in a striiggle to.keep
up with the leakage thromigh the strain-

ýld (Ad seamns. Ind yet a certain ti111
iICss, Qven, ini ler zrags, s tîiedb'dUr

An Attractve InVestient
There is now on offer the balance of an issue of Empire
Loan Stock at $110 per share.

PAYS 8 pe Cient
Price will be advanced at an early date.

Apply to:

TE EMPIRE LOAN COMPANY
__ -WINNIPEG

THE CANADIAN BANîX-ý
0F COMMERCEl

HEAD OFFICE. TORONTO

CAPITAL, $1O,OO,OO0ý-h1RESTp $6,OOOOê*
]B. E. WALKER, C.V.O., LL.D., Proesiet ALEXANDER LAID,OGeneremi 34&»U

A. H. IRELAND, Supernendent of Branches

BRANOHES IN EVERY PROVINCE OF CANADA AND f

THE UNITED STATES. AND GREAT BRITAIN

BRANCHES IN MANlTOBA

atiate her from the ho! po]ýloi of fish-1
ig craft, trading amacku, hired sloops i
id other parasitical accessories to the
ace. Site môved with a -certain
gnity of ber own, with no greater
peed, bowever, titan-might have been

nticipated from her general rig and
ake-up. This was easily demonstrat-
Id by a saucy sloop, a class beiow ber
,ze, which danced alongside, took ber
vid and rnshed merrily abead, leaving
he old black rage ahl a-quiver.
But if the boat wasn't known, lier

rew were-every weatiter-beaten, sun-
anned tar of them; and lots of ironical
lut good-natured bandiage passedl back
aid forth. between the unknown and
,e wharf and adjacent craft. "Why
ton't yer enter ber ini ther race ?" final-
[y yeiled one particularly extravagant
iumorist. But when 'the answer came
ack in Nick's long drawl, "Thet'si wot
we're ber fer," the hilarity passed al
ounds, reaching the summit of its ,ees-
cendo when Nick, leaving bis charge
for a few moments, came in and gravely
ntered and obtained bis nuiîiber for
Raby Mine, in the "Fîrat Class for
Open SIoopa."

Nick had always been known Rs
eranky and obstinlate, but the boys
looked a littie serioiùs when lie carried
things to the extent of laying sundry
bets for bimseîf and bis crew, on Baby
Mine against the favorites, and was
evon prevailed upon by one fun-loving
ndividual to put a littie with long odds,
'agin ther field." "'Nick's jus' gone
plumb crazy," said the individual in
question. "Why ther littie Aggie jus'
run dean away from his ole tub not
twenty minutes ago-wonder whar he
picked ber up anyhow ?"

Old Captain Jim, a lifelong entbusiast
and follower of boat-racing in ail forms,
standing on the deck of bis big lumber
schooner Concordia, as she lay att anehor
near the starting point; lihad a puzzled
and somewhat absent look on bis face
as ho scrutinized Baby Mine. Suddenly
the dawn èf nome long-past memory
lit up his wrinkied brown face. Turn-
iug, lie clambered down into the little
room titat bad formed bis home for
mont of bis long life. Out of bis big
sea.cliest, ho took an old cigar-box and
among a mass of tattered bills, mnem-
oranda and clippings fiom. newspapers
and sporting magaflnes, lie finally found
tbe particular slip of whicb lie was in
search-a long article on American
centre-board yachts, clipped from a well-
known authority on sporting aquaticà.
This ho rend over carefully, depouited
in a pocket, and going on deck, clamber-
ed into bis yawl and tbrew off ber
paliter.

Rowing slowly around Baby Mine, ho
measured lier with bis eye and carefully
studied every point; noted that below
lier water-line, she had been snîoothly
planed and blaék-1eaded; that lier gai-
vanized wire-rope stayis and ber stand-
ing rigging generally, was true said
taut ;thon rowed a few feet asteru and

ed down into7 the yellow depths.
ben ho raise'd bis hoad, the last sign

of bewildermeilt bad passed, leaving his
keen face unusually knowing.

Baby Mine's crew itad watelhed the
whole performance in serions silence.
"ýJim's on to us," said one of tbem at
Iast. "Yaas, but lie won't give us
away," answered Nick.

The Captain did not return to the
(;,oncordia, but rowed in beliund the long
wbarf, tied bis yawl, climbed up, and
pauntered carelessly into the vicinity of
a group of respiendent S. Y. 0. men.
one of tbem was laying down the law
to a more or less respectful. group of
listeners. nie- was well informed ini
yachting lore, and after having ex-
hausted the subjeet of the International
Cup Races and twisted the Lion's tail
like a true Americai citizen, to bis own
glorification, utruck the subject of
yachts in the Gulf.

Finalliy lie struck the present season,
and offered to iay any reasonable odds
that the boat of the year, the beautiful
Silence-with ber straiglit wedge lbow,
iloIlow spars, adjustable stcp, anid fauît-
le,,s ines-noddiiig to her anchor by the
side of the Lady Enmna, last year's in-
vi'ncible, would walk awgy with the
tieet. There seemied to be no takers,
and a eolnvillicsil(eneeel'cileilc.
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