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' SHERLOCK-MANNING. 'PIANOS are built to last
‘because special care is given :
cons n. result is a piano that
and ear, and that will satisfy always.

each smallest detail in their
pleases the eye
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! '“GCOLONIAL,” Style 70

Hear Its
‘Rich Tone

. Listen to the Sher-
~ lock-Manning Piano.
Youll be charmed
' _with its rich, singing
tone. And moreover,
- this same . beautiful
tone will still be rich
and powerful after
years of service.
You can get no
better value for your
money. - If -you are
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| piano, see ours. We

| pianos ‘may be seen.
 catalogue. - -

Piano and

| THE WINNIPEG PIANO
295 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg

| Sherlock-Manning .. ..
 Pianos and Player Pianos

Descriptive catalogues with prices and terms mailed free on application

thinking of buying a -
can save you a hundred dollars.

Write for address of warerooms where these beautiful

Be sure and write for.our latest

4 1f you cannot see the Sherlock-Manning 20th Instraments
hgmmmwm demonstrate W
in London or furnish Mmmuﬂm

" SHERLOCK-MANNING

Organ Co. 190290

(No Street Address Necessary) e

e

Thejv Western Home Mdnihly.‘

t By H. W. Hemingstone, Wapella.

| in a final unctuous ¢
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and are rich in grape sugars,

A Semi-porcelain  blue
found in every package of

|
|
I
|| . e i S
i : These toasted Corn Flakes are made from the choicest white Corn
l
!
]
1
|

Willow pattern dish ‘‘Libertas” Brand is

For Choice Pickles

Ask your grocer for Blackwood's White
Onions, Chow Chow,
Sweet Mixed, Dill Pickles,
bage, Horse Radish, Tomato Catsup.

Sour Mixed,
Red Cab-

If you are not using them---try them.

The . .
Blackwoods, Ltd., Winnipeg

B‘e»Ye ‘Wise

as Serpents.

Winnipeg, Oct., 1911..
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Specially Written for W. H M.

The'loud, assertive voice rose to a shout
rescendo, the whirling
arms gesticulated for a moment even more
furiously,—then silence. :
Producing a red handkerchief, the
Mac mopped his_per-
spmng1 face; then, with a furtive glance
around, waddled slowly. across the road
Replamngb:ns black clerical hat upon his
gcantily thatched head, and grasping his
stick by the middle in his right hand,
while with the left he caught up his bag,
he moved off deliberately down the hot,
dusty trail. » .

" It was Saturday afternoon, and the min-
ister had just been rehearsing tomorrows
sermon. : -
On these occasions he was accustomed
to seek a retired spot; and there, after
carefully reoonnoiteringh':he surrounding
country to make sure that no bor_, wh
were the plague of his life, were TyIng in
ambush, he drove the int of his walking-
stick -into the ground, and hung his bat
upon it; and then, retiring to s suitable
distance delivered "his discourse in full-to
this curious audience. = '
The afternoon was terribly hot, not_ a
breeze stirred to temper the rays of the

scorching sun, and the minister was not
built to stand, heat easily His patchey

and. shiny. §uit” of navy blue cloth “was
tighty buttoned over a short, very rotund’
) sounted by a rubicund and not-
entire absence O
zvhatét the ap
wo stumpy:legs. .. - . ln A
For twenty-five years he “had *been” &-
familiar figure upon a_trailwhich»'ﬁvound
over thirty miles of varied country :—from:
the railway through regions where thickly
scat poplar bluffs afford a grateful
shelter from the biting winds, and then
cewng;abmmmiv?%m to leagues of

rolling prairie, where t e early frosts run
a close race with the ri ing crops, some-

times winning by a neck, onward up to the
wooded slopes of the Lo'ng Mountain.
Usually on foot, and at the rate of some
two miles an hour, he travelled from house
to house, bearing in one hand the familiar
stick, while the other. grasped..a ‘strap
whiéil’ encircled a small brown leather bag
—its thouth gaping full three inches wide
with' a ' miscellaneous stuffing of manu-
scripts, clothes and literature. - "
The minister’s thoughts as he moved,

sometimes with sadness. '

‘Twenty-five years pre
man whose lack of scholarship was atone
for by a boundless enthusiasm, he
accompanied to
of settlers from the far north of Scotland.

These latter, .a mixed company of men
and- women, by-the help ‘of a benevolent

barren holdings for the wider and more
fruitful West. Those early years had been
a hard struggle, but the canny Scot had
won through; and the Rev. MacDuff had
watched the settlement’s gradual growth,
from the first rude huts of sod and pole
stables banked with manure, then the
more substantial clay-chinked whitewash-~
ed log dwellings, to the pretentious frame
houses and lofty barns now dotting the
countryside.

But his scrip and staff were still the
minister’s sole earthly possessions and

awaiting him above, here below he felt
himself no longer wanted. A younger
generation, “which knew not Joseph,” was
arising, and cleverer and more brilliant
men from the recognized organizations
were invited to fill the posts at the new
churches continually springing up. .

Amongst some of the older people, those
who still clung to the Gaelic, he was still
sure of a hearty welcome ; and it was a
<mall tribute to his tact and discernment,
that though inevitably mixed up in the
various quarrels and feuds that at times
disturb all rural communities, he had
made very few enemies. Indeed his ca-
pacity for sitting on the fence, dealing out
well worn platitudes to each faction and
finally landing with a *‘plop” on the win-
ning side, was remarkable.

1t was at the old-timers’ houses then
that he held his weekly services, some-

first carefully dusting it and removing any
stray
around his hat, with the words, "W
now proceed to worship the Almighty 13
taking the did.
The few small coins

sufficed for his perso
road. | these deftly to his left hand, and tilting

himself at a dangerous angle, he shot the
lot into his trouser’s pocket. '

a whole $5 bill; but this extraordinary
occurrence had such an effect upon him,
that with a truly regal generosity, he

a'| rigged out afresh from top-to-toe. = _
“%"de \

‘MecBains’, where he never ailed:to arrive
|- every-two ‘weeks. Here

-| make bot

slowly onward were perplexing and tinged.
: | and soon the two boys a
iously, a young'

_ had | far West. So that the
to these parts a hardy band |

landlord; had been able to exchange their

whatever might be the store of riches:

articles from the interior, to pass
rds, “We will
collection!”’—and this he

the hat gathered

nal needs; transferring

Once only had he been known to possess

straightway presented 1t as'a christenmeﬁ
present to an infant whom he happene
to be baptizing. < E
When warned by a shabbiness no longer
to be ignored, that a new wardrobe was
absolutely necessary, the Rev: James'was
accustomed to draw up & wondrous docu-
ment, upon which each member of -his
flock put down his name for a small sum,
To obtain these signatures was a long and
arduous process, entailing & complete tour
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of the district and no little persuasion, so v
that the minister’s garments ‘were ‘usually b
perilously near the line of decehey ere its f
accomplishment. '

The list being-then presented-at the

1ocal store with due form and much, ¢ere-
mony and the signatures honored, he was
was now-upon his way to the wido
his welcome. was
‘warmest and ' here, if he could be said:to
poissess one, was his home. © - . higa 3
*"..Mrs.-MeBain-and her husband \had not
accompaniéd the original party of settlers,
but had followed them two years later—
gt our own expense,” as she never, failed
to impress upon her hearers when speaking
of that time: thus as she Qonsidére:dgq‘er-
manently assuring her social status. - he
‘husband,‘‘honest man,” had ba'rel%' atent-
ed his homestead when & bad -t E:zard 2
which eaught him returnin from. a.too
_enthusiastic celebration of” cotlant’s’ pa-
tron saint, prematurely closed his career;
and-the young wife found herself a widow
with a few cattle, a farm ‘in embryo,” and
three small children. e 8

After the first shock, she had ‘set her
shoulder to the wheel, and with the occa- -
sional help of the neighbors, managed. to

g ends meet, until her two.bo

“were old enough to take over the' task.
“The eldest child, a girl, had lately married
lso were to letive
‘home, one to the machine shops in Mén-
“treal and the other to a homestead in‘the
] widow, was again
to be left desolate. REEEET

She had never taken a second* husband
-and until lately it was thought shie mever
‘would: all designs on the part of ‘eligible
" suitors having been effectually- uashed by
the fate of Red Kenneth McNeil. Now
“Kenny,” as he was called, was a8 good
natured a fellow as ever stepped, though t
a trifle slow in maturing his ideas; and
was therefore an easy mark for any chal
.that might be flying round.

On one occasion when Kenny was ﬁet-
ting his horses shod, the blacksmith had
related to him an exceedingly funny anec- :
dote.

Kenny listened with a solemn and atten-
tive face, but never a smile.

“Oh Aye,” he remarked ponderously
at its close. Two days later the black-
smith, walking up the street of the little
town, met Kenny, whose face was radiant
with smiles, while his body shook with
laughter. “What’s up now, Kenny?” said
he. ‘I was just thinking o’ that story
you told me the other day " was the guile-
less reply.

So it was after long and profound re-
flection that Kenneth McNeil, having
caught the widow in the cowshed, halt-
ingly made his })roposal. «] was thinking
Mrs. McBain,” said he seratching the
back of his head, I was thinking it would
be good if you and 1 was marrit.” To
| which the widow had made the historic
| answer—No, Kenny, No I was marrit
once and that was enough for me.” .

. But lately it had become common goss1p
in the neighborhood that Angus McRae,
a shrewd and prosperous -farmer, was
paying serious attentions t6 the widow,

times in Gaelic, and ai others in English.

On these oceasions, he was wont, after |

and it was thought not unlikely that he
would be successful.




