
THE GENERAL AWAKENING AS TO FORES2Ry.

The Farner's Advocate pertle1it1y animadverts on th~e sad
SYstemn of defonestation in full swig ail over Canada, and, re-
calig sonne of the trite Yet tinanswerable arguments against su-cli
Sbort-sightedness and neglect, suggests as an eilcouragemlent to
tree culture and wood preservatioii, the passing of an act, ini
Ontario, to exemp t woodland f rom taxation.Wepeueta
the preserves of lumber kings or wood producers on a large
scale, operating their lirnuts on salie principles, anid niaking abun-
dant retumns, would nlot be comprehended in this paternal legis-
lation. There mniglit be a difllculty in applyig the fostering Iaw
with exactitude, but anything which may tejach the Utiln

the alueof the wood area of the farm, to the farmn
itsef, miust prove of incalculable benefit to the country. The st.t,
too, should regulate as it does in older lands, this miania. for
Clearance where clearance is not desirable; and where, by it, the
Water sources, health and protection of the comniunity are ser-
iouisly threatencjd. Wherever the lands are stili vested ini th,
Crown, àt is criminal at this stage, and with the evil'resuits of it
Plainly before us, to permit of greater denudation than bas ai-
ready taken placet There are certainly strong realss, from the
Position of the General Governm.ent, for retaining the adminis-
tration of the lands in the niew provinces of Alberta and Saskat-
chewan, but nonie appeals to us more strcngly than that advanc6d
in favor of a retention and extension of the woodlalIds of the north.
Federally, it would have been impossible to have left Prince Ed-
Ward Islandç in the sad position she is in to-day for want of forest.
The Local Administrations of the past without a forMa1 bureau
Of agIricuilture, apparently without any knlowîedge Of imnportalît
l'onditions of, and requisi>es to sane living, with only a diesire to
bidge over the present difficulty by tle sacrifice Of everttbing
Wthin rt-ach did not hesitate to lend itself here to a sytei of
'OlQ1nization which, as everyone knows, lias jeopardized vry large-
ý'y provincial life and prosperity. The Covernmient of th a

fe-ver so weil disposed, is practicafly impotent ini the premises.


