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leading articles are written-I an afraid I must admit to Your Lordahilp that its subse-
quent allumions to niy procedure have not been eulogistic.

But if a short' prorogation was wrong, what wore the alternatives t An adjourn-
Tient. But an adjournment is an act of the Ho-se, and cannot be compelled by the
Executive. The leader of the Houae had already rejected the suggestion, sud not the
lightest intimation had ever reached mn thit aucli an expedieut would be agreable to the,

Opposition. On the contrary, their last word within au hour of the time the House was
to meet, a conveyed to me by the niinety-two Members, atonget vhoin vere Mm.
gackends and Mr. Blaki, was-" Let us meet and proeed te business as though we wore
" a fully ognstituted aemiiy, representing the collective will of the peopble."

But it has been suggested that I shokid, on the one baud, have conpelled the
aoquiecence of Sir John Aacdoeai in an adjournment by refusring to prorogue, while*on
the other, Mr. Mackeanio ought to have been driven into the arrangenent under a
thret of prorogation.

Now I Uni quite ready to admit, that one of the functions of a Governor General is
to moderate the animosities of party warfare, to hold the balance even between the con-
tending parties, t seeo tiat the nachinery of the Constitution is not unfairly atrained for
Party purposes, to intervene witht his Counsels at opportune moments, aild when desired
by his Ministers to become the channel of communication with their opblonents, or even
thongi uninvited, to offer himnielf as negotiator .in a difficulty. Dut the rU narked
Out for me above is very diflrent from this. I certainly should not have considered it
ÙQnsiatent with my personal honor to have approached ny Prime Minister with a threat
I had no intention of exacuting, even had I seen less clearly than I did the objections to
the course proposed, while, exce tt at his instance, I should have been still lesa justified in
opening communrications with the Opposition. But is I have aleady explained the mere
negotiation of an adjournmrent would not have advanced imiatters in anty 'degree, unless the
lUsaaes relative to the future prooeedings of the Cotmittee could have been settled at the
%allie time ; but the divergencies of opinion upon these points were irreconcilable and
could never have been satisfactorily deult with except hy the House in fult session. '

If then my choice lay-wich seema to be admitted -between a uhort prorogation and
a barren adjournment for a sinilar period, il do not think it ean be disputed that tie
former was thje referable of the two.

Of course it wa always open to me to have diotadsed my Ministers, and havi
taken rny chance of Parliament approving my conduct, but I did not feel myself
Warrwted in hasarding suehr a step on the data beforo me. Indeed, the rasthness and
inij Ustice of thre prooeeding wouled probably h ive rouseid such a feeling of dissatisfaction in
the minda of whrat I have no reason to know mitay not prove the nurjority of the con-
atituencie that there would have been a great chance-if Sir JoAis and hie friends came at
all deoently ont of the affair-of thoir being borne back into offie on the shoulders of the
People. If wholly exonlpated, Your Lrdship can imagine what ny p:rsition would be-
Comem pin resonce of the reaction that woutd have ensaterd. At all events as I told the
"inonstrant M imors iny reprly, 1 was net prep.ru.l by publicly witidratwi, ngy con-

e.op froa my Ministers, to proclaim to Canada, to Aierica, and to Europe that r
ebend untrierd ien guilty of such atrocious crimes a those imputed to then. It i.

how*ever not nocessary te debate tlis line of oonduct, as no0 rospousible personm in this0co1untry ha verttured to recommrenl it.
lit thoigh not directly suggestinig the dismissal of My Mir.istors, it lias been verV

Penerally contended that I should have considered thema under a ban, and should have
ee04ed tu aot on their advice, thongi stili rot:iiniug themi in oile. The establishment ofaftionhip o this kind between the Crownr and its Ministers would be a novel fact in

Ç0 QttUtionàal history, and iiglt have proved dtilioult of executirin. I was to go to mry
ti il and ay to thema "Uentliien, you state that in your opinion the C(rown has: i*4«td itself to Parliment to prorogae on a certain day : you assert as a matter of

f tkAt relying on thia pledge sixty or soventy Members are not in their places,


