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form, This revision was an easy matter as regards Ontario and Quebec, butin Nova
lia and New Brunswick it was atlended with much dificulty, and is still in many
Te8pects incomplete. The Nova Scotian Fishery laws and regulations had been lettin
force by the Fisheries Act. It was necessary therefore to repeal them by an Act of
3 Dominjon Parliament, making provision also for certain uniform close seasons,
“hich verq formerly established by the Provincial statutes. The various County
"gulations handed down from municipal bodies needed to be replaced by otheyr
™etrictions, In New Brunswick the existing fishery regulations likewise wanted
farther amendment. Occasion was also taken to suggest the imposition of &
“Pecific tax per barrel on the salmon and bass fishings and to ropeal the tax formerly
®¥ied on nety usel. The rate at first fixed was 81 per 200 lbs weight of salmon, and
ents on the same quantity of bass. These rates were afterwards reduced to lese
One halfin consequence of the general depression of this branch of business and

™ application by persons engaged in it.

In I'.ecommending a change in the application of this tax, the undersigned had it
View to extend by degrees, and in an accustomed shape, the systom of occupyin.g ’
Ty stations under season licenses which already obtains in Ontario and Quebec, and
'. ich it hag been the avowed policy as well as the official practice gradually to adapt,
Suitable modifications, to similar holdings in other Provinces of the Dominion.

is very much to be regretted that the salmon and bass tishormen have taken an
*Mirely Unnecessary alarm at this change, on the extraordinary ground of its being
" Iterforence with vested rights ; and not withstanding the merely nominal charge
“hich the ‘voduced rate amounts, that they have resisted psyment, and placed
®Meclves in antagonism to the regulatidns. This unfortunate attitude seems the
Tare Surprising when it is considered that the fisheries protection service has so
Ereatly benefited themselves; and thai by securing them by legal title in the
*Xelugiye use of the stations they respectively occupy, the Department proposes to
¢ 8uch benefits lasting and progressive. Whether or not these occupiers of

'Y stations are sole owners of the privileges they enjoy, and ure entitlled to
Mption from regulations to which the occupants of fishing berths in other parts of
® Dominion have always conformed, involves questions of law with which it is not
? Province to deal. The contest thus raised is, I am firmly convinced, a grave
® as affects thoir own interests, and is caused by apprehensions which are

in

®tire}

Y groundless. , There are so many and such oxcellent reasons why this
“Partmeng and the fishermen should be in general accord respecting all measures
% f::ated to improve the fisheries on which they themselves depend, and which form
_PoTtant a source of commerce and food supply to the whole couniry asto induce
m?nt toent to appropriato annually large sums of the public money, and the Govera-
N devise and maintain a protective system ensuring their porpetual increase;
YOgret on account of any difficulty of this sort could not be lossened by their

fallur 4o establish themselves in what is believed to be an illegal pretension.
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