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fcature. whicli is apt to be ]ost sight of in these large meetings, and that la
the great nuniber of earnest workers, wlhor we have in the country, who
visit, as in districts 1 know, everyinadecypbi-ost e hte
every room and apartrnent is )uplied with a copy of the Bible. In the
district which I ]lave the honour to represent, every rniner's littie cottage
axid every littie place is not anly visited by colporteurs, but, what is a rnuch
more bli"ssied thing, the work. la doue by minens of a free and unpaid agency.
Then there is another very iuteresting feature, narnely, the great arnount of
sulent good whichi I believe has been donc day by day, by the Seriptures
beiiig sent out in various languages, not ouiy frorn the great port of London,
but also every port on the north, east and -west of England, to othier countries.
Bibles put into the hands of foreigul seaulen have often been as breadl cast
upon tle ýwaters, whichi lias borne fruit, and, God be praised for it, not after
very rnany days. Crews of vessels thiat have t.omne back to, the sarne ports
have sought out thie colporteurs or mnissionaries who supplied copies of the
blessed Book; and these copies thley take -wil thein to places wvhere the
Scriptures are very littie, if ever, reid or seen. Ail this shows that, in ad-
dition to the more evident work recorded iu the Report, thiere is a vast
arnount of silent work which deniands your kindest attention, and is well
iiortiy of your pecunîary support. .Now, farnafraid thatlIarntrespassing too
mucli upon the tirne anad patience 6f the m-eetingfi, but I should like to briug
this matter a little dloser ]îome to ecdi one of us. This is one Book, and
one alone, Nvichi, iu the rnidst of the storiu or the shipw'reck--au& so it lias
]ately proved-will satisfy the soul, and it is that Book which coutains the
promises of the Gospel and the way of salva-ýtion-tliat Book wvhich emiplati-
cally declares that a tinme shial corne 'when there shall be no more sea. We,
whlo are eiigaged iu a humrble -w'ay in isarigthe duties of public 111 c
in tliis country, often feel hara.ssed by its cares and anxieties ; but whieu we
open thîis Book we learil thiat " the just, shahl lire by faithi," and that " faith
withîout worls is dead." Thiere is ailothier declaration which inust ever corne
up before us, thiat " the Most Bigh ruleth in the kingdom of nien, and gvt
it to whoiusojever hie will." Thiere are arnongst us the mniddle classes, or
trading classes, -whu return home iweary ut niglit, often finding it, dificult, iu
such tinies as thiese thiat we live in, " to provide things honest in the sig'"lt
of all niieni." There is a declaration by one -who wvrote lunch, and who well
kne-w what were the cares and troubles of life:- "1Il.-ave been young, and
now arn old ; yet have I mot seeu the righîteous forsalien, nor his seed bcg-
ging bread." And so ive miglit go on througli the Book, whidhi couveys its
blessed promises so plainly and palpably to our ]xearts. If, then, these pro-
mises, or a part of thiem, couic home to lis with their cornfort and consola-
tion, w-e are ecdl bound, as we value the blessing we deiive ourselves, to do
ail we eaui to disserninate this Book amnoug the nations of the earth. LÙet us,
therefore, continue to support the agencieés of this Society, for there -will be
no end to its labours until tIe time cornes whieu tIe Ohurcli ou eartI~ shail
beconie the Church triuîniphant lu licaven.

Tuie Rev. Dr. James, lu secondIliiu the resolution, said : My Lrd Sh-aftes-.
bury, ladies and gentlemien,-lt 18 rnany years since 1 had the privilege of
attending a Bible ',ý'ociety meeting lu this liall ; and I mnust confess to, sorne
unusual. perturbation lu addres.-ing any but a M1ethiodist meeting. Yet 1
have felt myschf in a irno!t genlial atinosphere, this îuorning, and I have becîx
carried back through many years of happy association -witî lionoured men,
as I have rcognised ou this platformi, one after another, Bible Society
%workers in Hull, Sheffield, Cheltenhian, anîd other places. May I be par-
mitted to say witli what profound and reverent love I hîîave looked upon the
form, and listenied to the voice of the -%enerable Deau of Carlisle ? Dr. Close
w-as Vicar of Chelteniarni lu tIe first year of my miinisterial life. 1 reniern-
ber two or thiree instances of his kiudness and coudesceusion to me, for I
cornmeuced zny nii-tistry wheu I -mas alrnost a boy. 1 well remember beig
greatly stirred and benefitedimany times by the discourses whicî it was xuy


