88 The Common Decr,— Cervus~Virginianus.

different individuals. The prongs axc round, conical, sharp, and dirccted
upwards.  Situated partly on the inside of each hors near the base there is
a short brow antler on most of the spzeimens. A large pair of herns weigh
about six pounds, but there are few over four or five pounds in weiglt.

Tie olour of this animal vavies wit) the season; in the autumn and
winter it1s blush gray, in the spring roddish, becoming binish in the
summar.  Deacath the chin, throat. bally, inuer surface of legs, and under
side of {ail, white.  The fawns are at first reddish brown, and spotted with
white a'ong the sides.  In the autuma of their Grst scasen tly losc the white
spots, and thereafter arc the colour of the oid ones.  The kair is fiattencd and
angular, that upon the under side of the tail long and white.

The average length of this specics Is, from the nose to the root of the
tail, 5 feet 4 inches; lensth of tail without the hairs, 6 or 7inches; withthe
hairs, a little more than cue foot.

The females bring forth in May or June, one or two, rarcly three at a
birth. -
In Canada this deer spends the winter in the cedar and spruce swamps,
where, like the AMoost, it «yards,” as it is called in considorable herds.  The
yordd is simply that tract of the swamp, where a herd of the deer bave faken
up their quart rs, and is marked by a muititude of paths through the snow
in all Qircctions. Al this sason thelr tracks are seldom seen on the hard
wood lands, bat in the spring as soon as the snow has thawn away they
leave the swamps and thereafier during the summer and avtummn they reside
in the uplwnds, and frequent the fickls during the night.  Tuthe swamps their
food consists principally of the buds of the Lirch, cedar and spruce, with
some of thz mosses.  In the summear they fxed upon leaves. {ender grasses,
herries, peas, turnips, and even commit extensive robberies upon the potatoe
Gelds. They seom to prefor peas and tarnips to all cther agricultural pro-
ductions. They ave fond of lingering il day in the neighbourhood of the
fields. The buck generally makes a comfortable bed for Iimself ina clump
of low hushes where there are plenty of soft leaves or grass, and there siveps

Nomexcratere —(Cerrus) Latin. a deer.  The Virginian or Common
Deer has been variously deseribed by anthers and travellers under the nanns of
(Ameritaniscler Hirsch.) German, American Decr s (Virginischer Iivsch.y Ger=
man, Virsinan Deer; (Cerf dela Lonisigaa.) French. +¢ the Stag of Louiziana,”
Fallow D er an:d American Stag.  The appellation (Cervus Virgimanus,y Vir-
ginian Decr, is that bestcwed upon it by the Awerican Naturalist (Sav.) whose
name is appended above. In the new classification of the decr given in the English
Cyclopadia, this species is called (Caridens Virgeniunaus.) We shali give this
new arrangement of the Cervidee cntire at the end af the next article,

The following are the differences between the four Genera of Eeer described
in this work :—

_Ist Gerus (Cervus)  The males only have hiorns, and there are no canine
tecth in cither sex. ’

2ud. Geuns (Llaphus.) The males have horns and canine teeth, the
females have neither.

_ 3rd. Genus (Zurandus)  Both the males and the females have horns and

canine tecth.

4th. Genus (Alces) Ilorns and teeth the same as in the gepus (Cerrus,)
but the harns are very braadly palmated, and the wheie anterior of the animal,
including the head and the neck, very differcnt in structure from apy other Deer.
We have met with no description ol the genus («Arees.)




