
The British Empire 5'7
nent no ocean no clime, bom the icy pol„ wastes to the
sweltermg jungles of the tropics, is without its British patch.Our people ^em to have taken samples of territory all over
the world. They seem also to have taken their samples inequal proportions from the northern and from the southern
hemisphere In the northern hemisphere the United Kingdom
l^anada, and India occupy between them some five million
square miles; in the southern hemisphere Australia, New
Zi'«land, and South Africa cover about the same areaAow this IB very important, especially for the Old Country,
which depends largely upon the rest of the Empire for its
food-supphes We know that the northern and southern
hemispheres have their seasons reversed. Thus one half ofthe Empire is enjoying summer while the other half has winter.
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It IS yielding Its harvest m the southern. It is always
harvest-time somewhere in the British Empire, and com-munication IS now so swift and so cheap that grain, fruits,and cattle can be readily sent to Great Britaii from eventhe most distant of her possessions
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coa and iron which lie at the root of her prosperity. Rice
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°"'" tropical products^oSwithm the Empire, and we need not seek beyond it eitherfor the necessaries of life or for its luxuries and'^adornmentsA glance at tho map shows us that our Empire is^1The Russian Empire consists of continuous land, but thevanous states of the British Empire a,e united by means ofthe sea. A great writer observes that Greater L""semb es a world-Venice, with oceans for streets Thris a«ry important fact, and one that should never be fojot en


