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CHAPTER II.

Young Mackenzie is employed in a Draper's shop—Then in the Counting

House of Mr. Gray, of Dundee—Meets Dr. Chalmers before he had emerged

from obscurity—Starts business at Alyth, near Dundee, when under age,

and fails—Goes to England—Certificate of the Minister and Session Clerk

of Alyth—Becomes Clerk to the Kennett and Avon Canal Company in Eng-

land—Seeks employment in London—The resolution to go to Canada

—

First visits France.

For a short time after leaving school, and when he

must have been a mere boy, he was put into Mr.

Henry Tulloch's draper's shop, High Street, Dundee;

but disliking the situation, he did not long remain

there'; probably only a few months.

He afterwards became an indentured clerk in the

counting house of Gray, a wood merchant, in a large

way of business, in Dundee. Mr. Mackenzie's papers

relating to the early part of his life were, with

others, placed with some friend in the country, at the

time of the rebellion ; but the custodians, of what

might be dangerous documents, got alarmed on the

execution of Lount and Matthews for high treason,

and they committed the papers to the flames. It be-

comes more difficult, for this reason, to fix dates with

precision at this period of his life. Of Mr. Gray,

Mr. Mackenzie was in the habit of speaking in the

liighest terms. In a letter, dated Dundas, March 16,


