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to'diepiace men who proved nnfit for the multiplication table, makes them rebels 
position» conferred upon them py thfir and perhaps criminals,
fellow citisene. It is possible, of course. Principal Parker of the Chicago Normal I ■_
that in connection with some feature of School, illustrated the injustice from I
the commission the people of St.. John which slow and defective children suffer, 
might at first nfake some mistake, but it He spoke of a boy who bad been brought 
does not seem possible that aflf miataj^e to him by his mother. Her story 
they might make, during the «et year or that the boy was fifteen years old, that 
tw« could be so costly, or could contribute ; be bad attended school regularly from the 
*° ■pWr to the discomfort stiff h* of | age of‘seven, and that he had reached 
prosreee of the city, as have many of the only the third grade; he was years behind 
errors and neglects which have grown up boys of his age, fie bad no bad habits,
under the present system. It* does pot He was not imbecile or criminal, but slow
«en» possible, judging by the results in -just stupid. Mr. Parker spoke to the 
more than a hundred cities that have ®v- trey, and discovered from the way in 
en trial to the elective commission which he held Ms head that he was deaf, 
scheme, that any commission elected in j The mother insisted that it could not be.
St. John could make such a mess of Parker insisted that he was right. The 
Civic ajffairs as this city has contemplated hoy was put in char* of a careful obeerv- 
from year to year during the last fifteen, mg teacher, who, at the end of a *~.sjnn 
or twenty years. announced that the boy was near-sighted

It may be said with safety, no doubt, —so near-sighted that he could not dis
that very few of the taxpayers under pres- tinguish letters or figures on the black-
cut conditions will be found unwilling to : board, 
give the commission plan fair considéra- It would be entirely practicable to take V» 
tion. That is all that is necessary. The j the dull children and provide the neces- 
reactionaries, after all, are merely saying wry facilities for their development. Boys1 
that WC must be content with the old turn truant because they cannot learn 
way of doing business. As a matter of languages, and if the truant officers dis-
fact the public is heartily tired of the old cover them and bring them back they for-
one, very weary of the annual promises get the hateful tasks as quickly as they 
of reform smd betterment followed by the 
annual failure to maTc» any real improve*
amt-
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Subscription Bates Ifad voluntary associations in political re-

Sent by mail to any address in Canada} form. Objection is often °**d* to 
*t One Dollar a yean Sent by mail to dation» of citizens interfering with poli- 
•ny address in United States at Two Dol
lars a year. All subscriptions must be paid 
in advance.

was the production of tbs adflfar. I» 
Athens a tew centuries later the military 
ideal had been superseded by one which 
included beauty and the eensous delights 
of living. When the Soman arms were 
supreme there came another ideal, not one 
radically different, but on* that included 
the idea of physical strength to bear anus 
and intellectual sgtrength to govern con
quered peoples- Educational ai 
be so simply stated since the
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tied or legal matters that are the busi
ness of elected and spjKffnted officials. It 
is said that the people chpofe those whom 
they wish to represent them, and that no 
body of ordinary citizens have a right to 
interfere, nor to assume soy of the fane 
tion» of government.

No one denies that it is tbs duty of
Thn Sami Woeklv VehwrMh th* representative# and officers of
TÛ6 Semi-Wehkly Yelegrapn the law to make mi enforce the law ec-

b", r"'» •*“ —• re—
St. John, a company incorporated by Act tor* *houtd prosecute; mayor, should see 
«f the législature of New Brmjnriek. that the ordinances are enforced, andB. W. McCBBADY,

Prenidfitt and Manager.
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revival of

learning in the sixteenth century. The 
aims have broadened, and with the-broad- 
ening they have lost much of their definite
ness and in many eases become hopelessly 
obscure. No doubt these aims might he 
stated in a general sense as life reaching 
out into unexplored fields, character that 
sees beauty in right action, th&t rethinks 
and makes loftier the noble thoughts of 
ad ages, and that feels that not to leave 
the world better than it finds it is to be 
disgraced.

This certainly is no nsrrpw or sordid 
educational crçsd, but unfortunately it is 
most often forgot fan in the strenuous de
votion of both, pupil and teacher to the 
multitude of different “studies” that have

IS• TKai'rbïï'.ïÆru.'ïâc c™»,.
Sore Threat, Group, etc., And has always been the best fini 
ment for flrniies, Swellings, Rheumatism and Lameness.

nerations.
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aldermen do their duty without fear or 
fgvor. But suppose there is failure and 
neglect Suppose that, as is the case here, 
the work of civic administration is only 
gn incident in the daily activities of mayor 
and aldermen; that like the rest of us 
they must betake themselves to the stern 
necessity of making a living for them
selves and their families in other lines oi 
business? They have no opportunity to 
become expert in government and to deny 
them the advantages of suggestions from 
individual citizens or associations of citi- crept into the lowest grades even. These, 
tens is absurd. Even if there is no neglect with the time which must be given to the

means of expression—the famous three 
R’a, reading, writing and arithmetic, which 
are generally hat indifferently acquired— 
leave no room for anything risg. Some 
philosopher has said that an ignorance oi 
means may minister to greatness but an 
ignorance of aims makes it impossible to 
be great at all- We are developing the 
"Bandar-log” type of citizenship as Kipling 
described it in the Jungle Book: "The 
Bandar-logs called the plane their city, and 
pretended to despise the jungle people be
cause they lived in the forest. And yet 
they never knew whgt the buildings were 
made for, nor how to use them. They 
would ait in circles in the fall ei the 
King's council-chamber and scratch for 
fleas and pretend to be men; or they would 
run in and out of the roofless houses add 
collect pieces of plaster and bid bricks In 
the corner and forget whets they fad hid
den them, and fight and cry in eeuffling 
crowds, and then break off to play up and 
down the terraces of the Ring’s garden, 
where they would shake the rose trees and 
the oranges m sport to see the fruit *nd 
flowers fall. . . They drifted about fall
ing one another that they were doing as 
men did—or shouting ‘There arc none in 
the jungle so wise and good and clever 
and strong and gentle as the Bandar-log.’ " 

But Mowgli at once decided that they 
had no law, no hunting call, and no lead
ers, and he could not help laughing when 
they cried, “We are great, we are free, 
we are wonderful, we all say ao, and so it 
must be trpe,” Like the Hander-log people 
we are often busy to no purpose in our 
educational methods, imitative and aimless 
and often when we have purpose it is un
wisely guided and we miss the liberal 
equipment necessary for the ultimate mas
tery of life. There is nothing inconsistent 
ip giving pupils a broad culture while we 
give them at the same time discipline in 
some one subject until perfection >» at
tained. It is an advantage of the sloyd 
and manual training methods that ac
curacy and finish can be at once measured 
at every step by the child himself. A boy 
who has failed twenty tiroes in trying to 
fashion an accurate foot rule out of a piece 
of box-wood, and at last succeeds, has a 
leason in absolute standards of veracity, 
justice, sound learning and thoroughness 
which he will never forget. Prom that 
moment he has a standard of complete
ness which he can apply to all studies »nd 
all labors. He becomes intolerant of sham, 
of half-way knowledge, of hypocrisy in 
every form. In some small and particular 
field each child should acquire the cgPSflity 
of drawipg just inference from observed 
facts, develop a power of accurate obser
vation, and have enough knowledge of the 
means of expression to convey a descrip
tion of that inference and observation to 
others. The subject is of vital importance 
to the entire country. We must advance. 
The achievements of the past can be main
tained oply by virtue of progress. Per
haps in coming years when our schools 
shall be careful to require each child to 
learn some particular thing thoroughly, 
whatever else is dime superficially, we shall 
have a citizenship with more exacting de
mands upon public servants.
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UNIMENT Pills
regulate liver and 
bowels without 

l distressing. .The remedy in,emergencies. Sold everywhere.
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I. S. JOHNSON A CO., Boston. Mess.

3?Writ. Somerville

famous gems or proseor great failure of government it is the 
duty of every, citizen to address himself 
to the problems of government. And 
when there is neglect and failure the duty 
is still more imperative on each citizen 
to try by every mean# to reach the sen
sitive spot in every official until the wrong 
is righted and the neglect repaired.

1 But this fluty can only be performed in 
the moat effective way by association with 
others of like mind. Such voluntary as
sociations have the support of custom and 
of enlightened experience. A united baud 
of good citizens can eechre information 
where a single citizen would fail; can cor
rect the errors of the isolated thinker and 
agitator; can promote more deliberate and 

.prudent measures; can secure the atten
tion of the public; can guarantee that th# 
movement is not selfish sud that it is di
rected by competent citizens; can persist 
when the individual alone would grew 
waary and exhausted, end can supply the 
necessary funds for incidental expenses. 
All °ur institutions call for organisation» 
of tips nature. There is hardly sn impor
tant movement for betterment which has 
not been started, fostered and watched
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can after leaving school. But these lads 
might at once discover their talents in a 
machine shop, and discovering these tal
ents work out a heritage of usefulness 
and character.

MILTON ON HIS BLINDNESS:

From a letter to a foreign friend.THE INTENSIVE PLAN I JTT^ HEY charge me with poverty, because I never desired to become rich dîs 
I I honestly ; they accuse me of blindness, because I have lost 

|to set free the reward perfecting pnn-, service of liberty'? they tax m_- with cowardice, and while I had the ut
cipe within the individual and society, | of my eyes and my sword I never feared the boldest among them; finally. I 

I to use Arigtotle s words, which when re-1 with deformity, while no one was more handsome in the age of bear

have secured options on as much - mote, I tbeœ8e'ï“i- h'Tt t^rTt t “t* DOt becauSe 1 am depnved of the bght of heaven- but because I am under
all of which they propose to divided ^ todaÏ « ^faying °f ^ WbiCh ^ em'e,OPe(i me ^ thls darkne8e'

Small holdings, which they will r*£t oi 
sell to Old Country immigrante for gar
dening and intensive farming, thg raising

Consideration of the prices of ineat, 
vegetables, poultry, and many other 
a?tieles of daily consumption in St. John 
should lend some interest to a scheme

The whole theory of true education is my eyee in the

wish cmtcHw

Honesty m puhtit Hfe

Mcascrts f#r it mtMUl 
mpm «4 mod. Nww»- 
meet d tar |mi Dawiatoa

<TkcTbi$tle,SH«linKk,0«K entwine,
TW ihate LffiU lamer.”
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qpifa too unimportant a part. It is true 
that never before was education so near«I English women? More conspicuously, per- votes of all the taxpayers and worn

of poultry and hogs, vegetables, **d the %» ZtiLZTJZJ ! ^‘ ^^presentativ. 

like. It is said the company’s operation# ideftJj M t(xily But u is also true that bioaddotlm worn by the English. Their ment- 
may eventually extend over 20,000 acres „„ p^ent method breaks the heart and Sttraetive, for it possesses , * " *
in the vicinity of Toronto and already , , "" , • ■ , ,, , ,, ° subtlety. The manner of the American Taxation reform is not showing

subdues the spirit of the dull children, woman who wishes to attract a man is The winter i. more th™ n.w 
eg ions are afoot for eimilar gjrf who finds history a torment, if that of the boy who wants to play golf t , , ...

near Montreal and Hamilton- introduced into a sewing school or kifak- w‘t> hma-as frank, as devoid of poetry. I had no pubhc ““tings to discus.-
This is a matter that should command “ V. ", , , , Tn un(fer8tand that some American women atl0n assessment, and seeming!the attention of those who HavTriHo “ *** ^ ^ °f Tbat 1 Mermen will take no step to improve
... ... \ “ XT T, Ith1» wa>' ehe would pass a more happy do not doubt after watching them make1 the ai!ed „n , n, ,with securing immigrants Mr New Bruns-1 childhood and b. ^ more benefit to so- themselves 'agreeable’ to a man at dinner. ! T , ^ “d UnJU,lt plan under which 

wick. It has one of-the advantages which | . h lf she were driven along m a I am not surprised that American men do j John ralsea lts re% cnue at present,
helped to make the <L B. K-’a ready-made ,, , -, , ia w OBC. not make love .veil. The women save them i should not be difficult to get full in:famscheme succor Insfaad If |v- ” af T ZllnZ îj16 tr°uble' -U ^ *b“ nations of the tion from Vancouver and other utn -

! „ J , * mated with humiliation and unintelligible Russian women. No! Nol No! The Bus- have taxed u„d r.th»r «1m a man m Englander Scotland an in- ,esg0M Moet philo80pber» have pointed sian women are soft and feminine. The \ t ^ T ^ tbaQ lmproveme
definite idea about mm» septil» df Can- out that the state mu3t t* built directly American women are masculine. Tlie only found the change good. The
tW#a> and asking him to tto there wwj take , , , An , -Wildren who face soft;ne8S about them is in the stuffs with taxation plan is a drag on the wheels
the risk of selection and settlement, these ^ couraca w,th discourage-' "01^’^ themeel¥ee-not m tbeir progresa- and the »<“« delay in securing

promoters propose to set an immigrant a , , • \,inn„ Iacts necessary to the understanding and
dawn near a'certain hi™ ^ui dtwna^f^ur education were more , Ab°Ut Bame fcl™e> P^ncess Pra- adoption of a fair and progressive system
definitely what his 'expenses will be, and . . ', r , , :n tQ *lva’ Pr°bably enough a daughter of the is not creditable to the city’s goodf
allowing him to decide whether or not ®e cc lve . 1 ^ Societv needs Ma^rani» calnaly contributed the follow- We should tax vacant lots next
v • ,, , ■ • , , discover their aptitudes, bociety needs • t th sion th.he is capable of ra*m* enough produce the of Martha a8 w€ll M the con- mg <b^^on, alter the
by intensive farming tp make a living or 
to acquire a competence.

Many of the immigrants in question are 
acquainted with intensive methods, and 
many of them, too, regard it as a very 
great advantage to be situated near the 
comforts which long settled districts like 
our own offer. No doubt there are thou
sands of acres near thU city that could 
be used for much the sgme purposes which 
the Toronto investors have in mind.
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over by sueh associations of citizens in the 
citief of America or Europe. It is a capi
tal defeat of our high schools and univer- 

PIIRI IP IIYII ITICC tities that the young men they graduate
v . ^ - W • • are not more alive to their responsibility

W hile we are waiting for the New Bruns* in this particular. Of whatever elements 
wick Public utilities Commission to plunge ' public spirit is composed, these elements 
into the labors to which Mr, Hazezi assign-, the schools and universities must discover 
ed it many month» ago, let us, by way pf and faeeh thrir graduate* to apply to civic 
whetting our appetite#, glance at a few w4 governments problems. But unfer- 
trenchant remarks on the relations be- tunstaly these natural leaders of public 
tween the public and public utility corpor- thought Bave not regarded it as their 
étions made by Governor Woodrow Wilson, pafaicular duty to keep that public apirit 
former president of Princeton Upiveraity, from languishing in this democratic coun
in his inaugural address. He arid:

“If law is at liberty fa afljust the general 
conditions of society itself, it is at liberty 

—» ■ ■ — •—to control these great iqatruffientalitiee 
which nowaday?, in so large part, deter
mine tfle character of society.. Wherever 
we can find what the common interest is 
in respect of them we shall find a solid
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sense, 
year, as a

beginning; but that would only be break 
ing the ice; our assessment and taxation 
plans require very radical changes.

manner of
one who «its beside a placid lake and

templative spirit of Mary, and our schools throwe jn a ,arge pebble to watch tha
should he ready to encourage the one as Wldening circle spread over the surfaca 
the other. from shore to shore:

try.
We ask much service today of our muni

cipal governments. First of all we demand 
the preservation of order and protection 
of perao# and property- by a carefully se
lected and thoroughly disciplined poljee 
force. We ask that the city government 
should take care that every rented house 
is in good sanitary condition, and that the 
poor are not left to the mercy of land
lords in such vital matters as plumbing, 
drainage, ventilation and sanitary conven
iences. Streets should be cleaned in all 
quarters. Schools should be provided for

The agreement between the city
. , “The women of the rest of the world O. P. R. with respect to the West Sitore today wdl before long be remember- are s0 lmhappy We of Indla a]one know ]ots> Beemg now

ed only ae forms of self indulgence and the art of happiness. We judge a nation j after 
selfishness. The idea of r school is to by the etatus of its women, and the status, , .
impart to children a knowledge that will ' American women is eternal unrest. [ ed to- jt wl11 K° through finally. This -

* . .i . : i ^ne woman once said to me: I have i niake for progress. It was only fair
fit them to take part and move nothing but money and I'm tired of that!': give the C. P. R. room to expand its fa,
great world s life. This cannot be aceom- ; They lack that calm centre of philosophy i lti.a Q ^ -, , .
pUshed by yoking the dull, the normal and without which life is a whirlpool and the ' ^ lt W8B good busmess for the
the bright child together so that they 'TOr|d M m a vast turmoil They talk 

. , , _ i loudly, they try to be sprightly, and only
walk in look-step. There has been a gr succeed in making ugly faces. They are 
change in industry since the days of the not enough alone.

A great many things that pass for eul-

to be in such shape tha: 
few minor details havh been atte?

enough basis for law, for reform.
‘The matter is most obvious when we

besides. There is now in St. John a veni turn to what we have come to designate 
public service, or public utility, corpora- 
tions—those which supply us with the 
means of transportation and with those 
common necessaries, water, light, heat, apd #11 children and sufficient care exercised 
power. Here gre corporations exercising 
peculiar apd extraordinary franehhiRh, and 
bearing such a relation to society in respect 
of,the services they render that it he 
said that they are the very medium of Us 
life. They render a public and common 
service of which it is necessary that prac
tically everybody should avail himself.

“We have a Public Utilities Commission 
in New Jersey (also in New Brunswick), to 
but it has hardly more than powers of in
quiry and advice. It could, even as it 
stands, be made a powerful instrument of 
publicity and of opinion, but it may also 
modestly wait until it is asked before ex
pressing a judgment, and in any case it 
will have the uncomfortable consciousness 
tbftt its opinion is gratuitous, sud carries 
no weight of effective authority. THIS 
WILL NOT DO. IT IS UNDERSTOOD 
BY EVERYBODY WHO KNOWS ANY
THING OF THE COMMON INTEREST 
THAT IT MUST HAVE COMPLETE 
REGULATIVE POWERS; THE POWEB 
TO REGULATE RATES, THE POWER 
TQ LEARN AND MAKE PUBLIC 
EVERYTHING THAT SHOULD FUR
NISH A BASIS FOR THE PUBLIC 
JUDGMENT WITH REGARD TO THE 
SOUNDNESS, THE EFFICIENCY, THE 
ECONOMY OF THE BUSINESS-TIIE 
POWER, IN BRIEF, TO ADJUST SUCH 
SERVICE AT EVERY POINT AND IN 
EVERY RESPECT, WHETHER OF 
EQUIPMENT OR CHARGES OR METH
ODS OF FINANCING OR MEANS OF 
SERVICE, TO THE GENERAL IN
TEREST OF THE COMMUNITIES AF
FECTED. This can be done, as experience 
elsewhere has demonstrated, not only with
out destroying the profits of such business, 
but also with the effect of putting it uppn 
a more satisfactory footing foç those who 
conduct it no less than for those who 
make use of it day by day.”

All of which is sound public doctrine.
The publie through responsible agents must 
absolutely control the operation of public 
utilities, in order that- they shall be made 
to serve, first and foremost, the public. If, 
perchance, New Brunswick’s legislation ra* 
garding public utilities does not give the 
commission power enough, or if the com
mission. having the power, fails to employ 
it as was intended by those who sought 
relief from their legislators, then certainly 
the question must again be debated in the 
Legislature and the members of tbnfc body 
required to choose between their constitu
ents on the one hand and the public fran
chise-holding corporations on the other.

strong public desire to see the progress of 
harbor expansion forwarded as rapidly a 
possible, on the West Side as well as 
Courtenay Bay. To hold up this agi 
ment indefinitely would needlessly delay, 
and perhaps imperil,the very improvements 
which our citizens are most anxious to see

ON MOVING CITY HALL
If the tentative proposal to buifd a new 

city hall in Market square ever begins tp 
assume serious proportions, there will prob
ably develop a strong and indignant pro
test from tfie taxpayers. There is not too 
much room in Market square at prepent 
for traffic purposes, and, what is equally 
important, the blocking up of this much 
needed open space at the junction of our 
chief thoroughfares would be a crime from 
the standpoint of civic beauty and intelli
gent city development.

When the time comes to provide a larger 
city hall, or general eivio building, there is 
little reason to think it will be placed in

They do not read
apprenticeship system, when a boy who enough. They chatter too much and think 
desired ft would live with a master and ^to» utt,e ”
learn a trade. But iq our schools we What the women of the United Statesfa see that children do not dodge the tru- 

. anoy law and grow up enemies to the city. 
These are but preliminary and primary 
things that the most primitive organiza
tion pmst provide for, hut everyone knows 
how badly we*liave aecompiished most of 
these. The other problems that more ad
vanced cities have long been grappling 
With we have not yet addressed ourselves

|t
will say about these two titled critics 
from the East one cannot but shudder to 
imagine.

have made no provision for tbat change.
The machine hits driven out the appren
tice, aqd even th»
ods we advocate make no adequate pro
vision for the dull lad in the formative
period of ipa life. The best years for .So long as St. John has a taxation and 
this kind of preparation are those from assessment system that nine out of ten 
eleven to sixteen. An enormous number, men know to be unjust, a bar to growth, 
of boys, under present conditions, leave and irritating to the average citizen, the 
school without equipment for the life oi city will remain unnecessarily handicapped, 

industrial system, and because many Some of the moss and barnacles should be 
Market square, or near the general post of them arc not prepared to be self-sup- loosened this coming spring, 
office. A model place would have been the | porting, they drift into idleness, vice and 
south side of Kjzte square, w here soon a I cr|me. Indeed in mqqy cases the only

theatre is to be built. The north side Way in which a boy can learn to become ought to stay home and attend to the Car- 
of the square would be equally good. It is a useful citizen is by committing a crime lcton wafar supply troubles. Eight alder- 
time, by the way, that the north side of which will take h;m to » reformatory men said the engineer ought to be allowed let- Chapter, Kings East, at an adjoun 
the sqiyre, a block which should be one of where he may learn a trade. To make to go to a convention in the United States, meeting held this evening elected the f. 
the most valuable in the city, began fa fake manual work honorable we must give it a It was a narrow squeak, but he will stay lowm8 officers, who w ere installed in

place along with literature, art. history home. Thus duty—by a scant margin—tri-j dee by Past Deputy Grand Master Gl
and mathematics. The dull pupil is. as a umplis over the engineer's desire to wander j ®_- Dryden as follows: W. C. m C., Bli
nde, only dull in one department of hu- from Ins own fireside leaving the West Side freeze; E. C. in C., H. L. Campbe! 

activity. This means that the etu- athirst, and the concrete pipe threatening Comp. Chap.. P. A. Chapman;
6crib., R. DeF. Dans; Comp. Trees., Jr,.. 
H. Jeffries; S. TI. at arms, John S. Km 
first lecturer, W. A. Nesley; second 1 
timer, Edgar IVhelpky; first conduct 
Thos. (Joggon; second conductor D 
McNutt.

completed, and which- will make the west
ern harbor facilities equal to all of the 
demands of the larger traffic which is tv 
come to the city on that side. The Grand 
Trunk Pacific is coming to Courtenay Bay, 
and the Canadian Northern will doubtless 
follow in good season. The lots requin 
by the C. P. R. lie within the zone of its 
natural activities, and to withhold them 
longer wobld be poor policy indeed.

L»ual training xneth-

NOTg and COMMENT

. It used to fake the Athenians all day 
and every day to settle their few political 
questions by the public and private dis
cussions in the marketplace. And they 
had to discuss not one in a hundred of 
the questions which should take the time 
and , attention of our civic fathers. Otir 
citizens have in thejr hands not only city 
government, but county, provincial, na
tional, all complicated with huge respon
sibilities of social Bfe of which the ancients 
had no inkling. And our government is 
simply, at a given time, the embodiment 
of our morality, our intelligence, our will, 
our character, and it cannot be run with
out co-operation and sacrifice.

Niue aldermen said the city engineer ®ueaex Rpyal Scarlet Chapter
Officers.

Sussex. Jan. 19—fSpecial)—ftoyal Scar-

-*■
LOOK INTO IT on the appearance that it must some day 

wear. A modern building at either epd> 
or in the centre, would start a movement 
that would «oqq make that side of the 
square one of the most desirable localities 
in St. John.

The new city building might well go 
where the court house stands, or the court 
house might be made over to meet the : 
needs of civic legislators as well as of 
judges and lawyers. The city §tatde east, 
of the police station, at Carmarthen street, 
occupies a most valuable space, good en
ough for any sort of public building. Akler- 
ipen and burines? men who are interested 
in such matters as the new city foaH, and 
who realize that it will not be begun this 
year or next, should forget Market square 
and look at sites near King square, remem
bering that the city, like the individual, 
must look ahead in these matters if desir
able property is to be acquired at reason
able figures.

Probably the average St. John taxpayer 
—the average one, mark you—never de
voted very many consecutive hours to a 
study of civic government and the prob
lems with which it haa to deal in this 
city. It is a fact, therefore, that between 
this date and that of the next civic elec
tion the taxpayers of St. John have 
plenty of time in which to leaçn enough 
about the elective commission plan to en
able them to* pass intelligently upou it ; 
and for some months after the next civic 
election details of the charter required 
by the new form of government, should 
it be adopted, could be perfected without 
great difficulty.

The argument thp.t the friends of com
misse ion are in too great a hurry is not i 
a valid argumeBL and one is disposed to 
suspect that it is put forward by those 
who desire merely to postpone the day 
when St. John shall decide to have busi
nesslike ' and "progressive administration of 
its affairs even if it has to render gome 
of the present office-holders uncomfortable 
during the process of recasting the system.

Nobody in St. John has asked the tax-

Comp.mao
pidity ascribed to pupils belongs to our further horrid revelations, 
institutions and methods. Effective medi- ‘ Let well enough alone” in civic matters 

only means that we shall be content with 
wasteful and ineffective management of city

cql inspection in our city schools is long :EDUCATION overdue.
Butler defines education as a. gradual 

adjustment to the spiritual possessions of 
the race. How t* accomplish this adjust
ment is the question. There is also much 
uncertainty among parents and teachers, 
as well ai achool boards, as to what so
ciety must require of its schools. Children 
come to the school at the age of six or 
seven, and to the kindergarten still 
yqpnger, with a social experience and mem
ory. They have learned by imitation how 
to walk, talk, make and understand ges
tures. They have heard music, and be
come familiar with family life. The child 
has known law and government, and does 
not arrive at school a mere blank paper 
to he written over with the egotism of tb« 
teacher.

The problem of the teacher is to utilize 
all its experiences so as to secure an or
derly arrangement of them in the child's 
mind. Each day is a complete chapter oi 
life a»d should have its full rights. From 
infancy fa the transition from adolescence, 
life should be preaented constantly in its 

| integrity, as a whole, and not as a chaotic 
mass of unrelated experiences. A child 
has little power of discrimination. He is 
omnivorous and not at all fastidious. Like 
a game fish he will only rise to “live 
bait,” but that he will devour without 
waiting to taste it. Hi» after life will 
reproduce just what is stored away in 
memory, whether it is useful or the re
verse.

Every civilized nation has had an edu
cational aim peculiar to itself, and a cri
terion by which it haa judged its educa
tional machinery. With the Spartans it guards which would render it more easy

affairs fpr the next ten or twenty years. 
Why should we? Isn't it time for a new- 
deal at City Hall? Give the commission 
plan a fair examination. Don't take some
body else's word for it. Examine the evi
dence yourself. Vote on your own judg- 

And, start with tlie fact that the

WOMAN AGAINST WOMAN
When a woman of one-nation lends her- j 

self seriously to criticism of the women1 
of another nation, there is apt to be some 
laceration of feelings. Here is a painful 
fact, but there is no dodging it. This bar- j 
rawing subject IS thrust into the forefront (.omima(.iom.rll would be elected by the
of the day’s news by the publication in on,_________ ___________________________
East Indian weekly, called "East and j * ^ -

Reception to Moncton Pastor.
Moncton, Jan. 20—(Special)—The ; ; 

Baptist church and congregation t"ti 
tendered a reception to the newly in<iia 
pastor, Rev. G. A. Lawson. u At
address was presented on b- -of the 
church by the board of de&<

-

of some observations by twoWest,”
Hindu ladies of high rank who recently- 
visited the United States of America.

I

Uncle WaltNewspaper readers will remember the re-j 
cent tour of the United States made by j 
thg Gaakwar of Baroda and his wile, who 
is ftyled the Maharapi, It qeemo that the 

A lady once confessed that she never | editor of East and Weçt asked the wife 
had a happy pi even comfertable moment °f the Eastern potentate for a contribu- 
in all her school life excepting three

:

The Poet PhilosopherSOMEBODY’S CHILDREN
■

tion fa the American edition of his week-... I’m rather tired of Dr. Cook. I don’t intend to read his book, oi4
payers to swallow any ready made scheme times : “Once when the school house K and suggested tn»t she diccuss Amen-, any dope that he may spring concerning all his voyaging. I'd rath' 
for civic betterment; hut, op the contrary, rfjimney burned Mt; once when th# plas- cln wome” ot tbi? uppar çiaS8- o{ "buin read some simple tale about à man who drives
a very large committee of reapqnafale1 tering fell on our heads; and once when aht saw mucb wblle eba w“ °B tlua etm" DOCTOR COOK a nail, or saws a board or fixes flues and lw
citizens is asking each and every one of one of my sçhoelmafas had an epileptic The l*dy responded with astonish-; his kids ft round of shoes. Between ourselves ‘
the taxpayers to give personal and fa- fit.” The dull boys who go with shtomg fat ftwfane»#, and American women are Jg ghame, how cheap men ply their dizzy game and pile un bun
dependent tbodght fa the commission morning face unwillingly to school, have, now discussing #uoh paragraphs as the 0f iong green by gabbing in some matrazine I stand un strum'
plan, in order that all may have know- ha mw cases, a hard time of it. They feltowmg from her interview: | for Bjchard îtae who earns a modest slice of dough, by shoeing mulm
ledge of tbeir own upon which to base find the methods appropriate for normal “The women of ymir big, vast, young or mowing grass, or fussing round with window-fflass 411 tin-,, 
a fair opinion as to its merits or demerits, children, and it i, impossible for them to thStfay "faUed the Week h“ t0lls “^sweats; on Saturdays he pays his debts. IE

A mistaken idea which seems to he per- adapt themselves to these methods. They t“ îWli women in their two most spends hl8 honest, useful life obscurely, with his kids and wife Or 
sistent, and which is even deliberately , cannot keep up with ordinary classes fa striktBgL qualities of chic and vivacity; quiet man like Richard Roe, who fixes docks or shovels snow Ur tip
fostered in some quarters, is that a com- all studies and the effort to push them that they dressed far bet far than the Eng- jlla fingers binding books, is worth a whole parade of Conks
mission would involve some departure produces bewilderment, discouragement makes 110 odds to any goul how near the doc was to the Pole-
from representative government. It cap- and posirive misery. If they are lads of were, in Zxt, as fracinating m the most makes no odds to any man what queer delusions filled his can .
not be said too often that the proposed easy temper, constant failure subdues fascinating women in the world—the Bus-, makes no odds what Eskimos for gumdrops gaves their shoes hi
commission would- be elected by all the their spirit and makes them believe that wan' .>Vell|‘bey arfi ,not' Tbey "e less1 elothes. The only thing that counts oil earth, the only thing of Steel
taxpayers, just as the aldermen are elect- they can never accomplish anything; if “, ■ Trench women, because - WOIqfi jg work ■ by this I do not mean the working of „
.j , , ,, . ... . .. * , their elothes are more exaggerated, leas lne wullui 18 wul1’ luls -*■ Q0 not mean tne \vorKing ot some magned now, but With certain additional safe- they are impetuous, the discipline, for becoming, and not always appropriate to! zinc.

failure to acquire and understand the the occasion. They dress better than the » Copyright, 1910 by George Matthew Ada ma §
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I ASSISTING REFORM
The action of a citizens" committee in 

initiating the proposal for a city govern
ment by çommiraiQn indicates * most im
portant field for civic improvement league»

.

WALT MASON.
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Campbell, of Simcoe (Ont.), 
one branch of farming that 
than any other is the appl< 
farmers realize the worth 
They leave it to take cat: 
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