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CHAPTER XXV. to warn you of your danger. Cleverly as
: ‘your escape was managed, it bas been |
found out. Let me tell you what has|
happened?”’ - |
$ “Jhe question was asked a great deal | " ‘|c General bowed coldly. He Jooked}

|

|
|

An Unexpected Honor.

easier than it could be answered. Only | on the epeaker as 'the cause of all the|
Lechmere smiled. { trouble. He was mot going to accept 2
4T faney I could give a pretty shrewd | mere protestation of innocence in ‘U =
| guess.” he said. “The countess has been | way. And yet there wus a ring of sincer-
[inspired by a discovery that she has made | ity in what Maxwell said. He was here,
tonight, and a double of the king _mlghtlailso, of his own dree twill, and his news
prove very useful under certain circum- | was serious. !
! stances. And in spite of what this young | ‘“‘So that accursed woman has hit the
{lady says as to the way ‘she baffled the | right nail again,” he growled. ' “That let-

‘has an inkling of the truth. We have | 1 wonder if the countess kmows that I am |
i pretty well established the fact that the | wounded? T dare say she does. I might |
s'king.started out this afternoon with cer- iihave been murdered in my bed if you had

not_come.”

| tain papers in his pocket.” > t, < .
. “Probably an abdication of his throme| “You would have been murdered,

7in the interests of Russia,” Maxwell said. | Maxwell retorted. “That s absolutely |
: He was hesitating as to ! certain. Are you very Yy - !

“Precisely.

' whether he would sign or not. y
"to some gambling hell and gets exceeding-

1y intoxicated there. The idea was prob-

ably to force a signature out of him as

“goon as he was in a fit state to hold a,
$pen. Then a vast amount of money would |
{vhave changed hands. The king would
ihave been invited to drink again, a‘nd per-
thaps have recovered without having the
+least idea where he wae for the mext few
1da_vs. In a word, he would have disap-

eared. In four and twenty hours _a\l

;%urope would have heard of the aadica-
ition. Now, where are those papers now?
:'.l"he king certainly had them in his POs-| g o L et i
‘session when he was rescued from the | jeal thes,mt, o o Nl mem,” "'. s
gambling hell.” . | plied. When you walked off with the.king®
_ “T wish you had Jooked,” Mz_xxwell said. | B vou probebly went awey e
«If T had known this earlier!” - ‘papm it myobbieb‘uged ith e

“«Unfortunately, nobody Knew of 1},,’ against Russia if they dfall &ngwi et |
- Lechmere proceeded. “Qnly our enemies. | hands—our hands, that is. 1f you dout
t/And when Maxgregor went off from here | mind, I ehall be glad to born out the 106
lin the king's dress cothes, he took the|fets of that coat.”

\papers in the pockets. If Madame Saens| “That, iy an oxcellent idea,” Muxgregor
thas an idea of what has happened, she|eaid. ° t ‘did 1 do?—oh, o know.|
Tknows this. Hence her note to Maxaroff. | ‘lhe porter took the whoie suit down e
"Ag g matter of fact, our $riend the Gen- | be brushed; as I don’t keep a man he|
eral is in considerable peril.” lacts ae my valet. Tf you would not e
| “JIn which case somebody ougnt to go | going down into the hall and asking the',
ito him at once,” Jessie exclaimed. . | fellow?”

' Lechmere announced his intention of [ Maxwell vanished at once. But the hall |
$doing so without delay, but Maxwell ob- | porter had departed for the night, so the |
fiected. It would be far better for Lech- | occupant of .another set of ‘chambers said

ere to stay here and keep an eye on|as he opened the outer door with his
$¥Mazaroff. And Maxwell was supposed latchkey. At the same moment 3 figure |
“40 be out of the way, nobody would give bolted past the door, a figure with coat |
%him a second thought; therefore he was | collar turned up and hat pulled down.
was the double of the King of Asturia.|

:_"the best man for the purpose. Varney K .
‘was warmly in favor of this suggestion, | Maxgregor's face grew stern as he heard. |
“Let ‘ us lanticipate events,”

! . - n rther objection

'and :Lechmere. had no fur ! «Put out the lights in my sitting Toom
and close the door. Wihen you have done
that put out the dights here also. Tneve1s |
a way into the corridor out of thig room |
without going through the sitting room. |

He goes | ‘No; it was merely a:flesh wound in|
the shoulder. The bullet has been ex- |
tracted. I lcst blaod, and I am feeling |
rather weak at present, but in 2 day or
two I shall be quite myself again.” !

“How did you mamage to keep the |
tieng eo quiet?”’

« ent for a doctor ¢riend of mine. He |
was with me in the first Asturian cam- |
paign—a fellow who has a fortune, and
loves doctoring as a pastime. He knows
a Jot about the Balkan business. I asked
him to keep this matter a gecret, and he
has done so. Is there anyfhing. else ¥ can
tell you?”’

he said. |

|

. “Let it go at that,” he said. “And
{the sooner you are off“the better. There
*jis one great point in our favor, these peo-
iple can do nothing very ‘harmful so long
‘a5 those papers are missing. I mean the
iForeign Office papers stolen from Countess

) 8 -
Ssens’s. bedroom. If we could get them | omplished his task. For half an hour

‘back—"" . For f !
P ; » T aid, | o more the two sat in the pitch dark-
‘«Thl;h%ves?‘i‘s;:edgoiz 220‘;:) d}):;n“:g gc:)t-‘ ness saying not a word to each other. 1t
lland Yard and report the loss without. be-
ing too free over the contents of the
idocuments. Once those are back n ouf
{hands, our people can afford to be bland-
iy ignorant of what the Mercury said to-
‘night. )

. “And I should be free to hold up my
ihead again.” Maxwell murmured. ‘“‘But
{I am wasting time here.”

Maxwell diseppeared into the darkness
ahd made his way by the back lane into
Piccadilly. The streets were quiet mow,
and very few people about. It was no
'iar cry to the chambers occupied by Gen-
eral Maxgregor, and no time would be lost
y going to the house of Countess Seens.
Maxwell paused before it a moment. The
dining-room blinds were gtill up, and the
ights gleaming inside. But so far as
axwell could see the room was empty.
e lingered as long as he dared in the
ope of something happening. He was
sust turning away when the ffont door
opened and a man came out. In the pase-
ing flash of the street Jamp Max-well re-
cognized the man who he had m;staken
or the King of Asturia. The likeness
became mno less strong under Maxwell’s
close scrutiny.
|” The man stopped on the doorstep and
Hit a cigarette, and then he pulled his hat
over his eyes and turned up his coat col-
er, warm as the night was. A hansom
erawled along with the driver half asleep
on his perch. In a-strong German accent
|the man on the pavement called to the
{driver.

«Fleet street!” he said. “No. 191b,
Fleet Street! Office of the Evening Mer-
jeury, you know. Wake up!”

Maxwell felt half  inclined to follow.
But he thought of the possible danger to
Maxgregor, and he was forced unwillingly
%o abandon his intention. Acting on the

mpulse of the moment, he ran up the
gteps of the house and tried the door. k| oma } ¢ :
fhis surprige the lock turned in his hand. | Si€8 side. He was looking just a little
{At dhe same moment the Ddlinds in the | 8TaVe and stern. It was ]‘»qsslb]e_to de-
dining-room were pulled down by the| Cn Jessie there for some little time.

rpmmtcﬁs herself, and the lights switched There is nothing fresh,” he eaid. “I

loff.  Maxwell stood with the door just have a few words-to say to you, Jessie.
caw the figure of the Everybody is going, and only a few of

wountess . herself mounting up the Lady Merehaven's intimate friends re-

Thgs | main.”
tairs, He could hear distinctly the | 70 2 .
:;\?1.4;1 of 'ﬂyter akirts. Then there was ﬂn_' If you are one of them you will not be

fother click, and the hall lights vnniﬁhcd.}f{?{’e‘m‘i 'tr)] loive just yet,” Jessie ;smiled.
‘Countess Saens was going to bed, having | d“t' Wity J“O s =tiom, Ronald? Hawve
forgotten to lock the dront door! Thalt | _“{P" a-ll_vrvnngAd T -
«@ll the servants had gone to bed Maxwell | Tpon my word, I don’t know.” Ronald
1 he area quarters were all ;i fngbih .
Eg]tbf:;;tm(:;}{%;ts sleea = Jes. If you look at it from a proper point
« A stonishing how carcless these c]everioi view you have no business to be here at
women are sometimes!” Maxwell mutt.e«:-]a“‘-' ]‘ad\“i.i‘“m'r_‘ha;"'nll“ a dear friend of
1 as he took his way e |mine. hait wou d ehe says if she knew
et 4 i ; -l everything? As a matter of fact, she is

on the outside.”’

.pen and stifled their impatience.
ently Maxwell delt
.clutching him by the arm.

was whispering something in his ear.
of light filtered into the bedroom. Some-

ting “woom!

CHAPTBER XXVI.
Loysl Silence,

1t was getting Jate by this time. Gradu-
ally the guests weme thinning and the
splendid rooms weré taking on a deserted
appearance. Jessie sat in one of the cor-
ridors hidden away behind a bank of
palms and azaleas, and
time when she could rest. From head to
foot she was aching with fatigue. She
bad not been used to excatement lately;
the close atmosphere of the Bond Street
establishment and the want of regular
exercise in the pure air had told upon
her. Now that the excitement had pass-
ed away she reallized (how tired she was.

She laid her head back against the wail
and closed her eyes. So utterly exhausted
was she that she did not seem to care
what happened. And there would be
much tto be done in the morning. If oaly
Vera Galloway could be restored to her
proper place, Jessie vowed that nothinz
ghould prevail upon her to carry on tn»
adventure. She slept just for a moment.
ghe might have stayed there till daylight,
only Ronald Hope came along and found
her.

At the sound of a human voice Jessie
pecame quite alert and vigorous again.

“How - you startled me,”’ she said.
was asleep. Is there anything fresh, any
new complications?”’

Ronald dropped into the eeal by Jes-

opened; he |

said in some perplexity. “I don’t like it,

“] suppose-the servants generally see 0 |pound to know everything soomer or later.” |

that, and her ladyship has entirely -ior-l
gotten a thing that never comes withia
the scope of her duties.” | desperate, 1 nad i e e R

Maxgpegor's place was reached "’":Gbn"m fm: lno faur;fc:;fdf;:]\l‘&c(:\(\{ni'x Oi'ﬁ hadg
length. and AMaxwell was glad to see the ! gicter practically " i
lights bu:nn:g._ ,A sle;;’m; T’O‘"(:hel' ]E‘:'d n“tl'wm'as useless in the circumstances to try
the, !ihgﬂl est idea W eL.le.r the ’CHT‘:‘. lan«! find _(*m}:]n.\‘me'n_t elsewhere. T was face
S R e

B ever f g ht, | my dear Ronald.”

o z 2\ .
e e

it | : i rown on his face was t
fault., OMaxwell cut short this tirade ‘oyl “Oh. I k]um\l-bit.,’? h‘c s;isdlmg;:]r‘s' ar e
s(;:\nir;;p:f@m{mir{{; r’::;?:iimlltfd:nfh; &:;K y',;mx.r position entxrcvlf'. Av ltheI same time,
Max & 8 d . W . it is quite wrong. am looking at the
coom on the fust floor, avith folding | sccial side of the question. And the worst
doors, On .the other side of the folding | of the affair is that you must go om now
dooms " the General was etretched out onE‘bﬂl Vera Galioway comes back. I have
ithe bcd_, He looked somewhat hﬂu,..("'nm)'ibeen trying to find some way to achieve
at the lerllder. ; : ‘Lhnt without de!ay. If it can be mamaged,
s e
re at, ¥ , Mr. Max- | tity again.

well, but that does not give you the right | Something like tears rose into Jesse's
;n ‘(-?m?qr:{‘to any bedroom in ﬂ?’ls fashion. | eyes. The dull, tired feeling was coming

n ‘the light recent events— over her again.

"'F':vr \]Imvoz;l's ﬁai;ie rln':‘n_'i' xt:ll;e thﬁi" '1"‘}?0{1% fl)]:mm mae, detl'r,';l she' whispered,
tne!”  Maxwell oried passionately. 1t | “Think of my position. I had not mat you
is smpossible not to understand r\ﬂh@t you | thio afternoon; T did not dream that :vrm
are alluding to. Amj it is quite futile juat [ALill cared for me. And yet I fancy that
now to protest my innocence. That 1 am (I would have done the eame in any case,
innocent; that sooner or later you wl_\l i A good and noble girl comes {o me in great
thave to apologize for your euspicions is trouble; s.hﬂ asks me to help her out of a
\ine- itable. Meanwhile, I am here at tneigrave difficulty to eave one ehe loves, To
seuest of Mr, Lechmere and Dr. Varney help her I do this, And she has more or

“But you can’t blame me,” Jessie, pro-
tested. “‘Look at my position. I was quite

lees succeeded. Between the two of us we
have gone far to save a mation. Tell Lady |some little time before the clerk return-
Merehaven if you like, but do mot spoil | ed.

land he will sec  that

| something, but the stern look was stall

| him, and emiled.

| lace and a bow or two of chiffon. But a| T sent a message down  for you.

Place the key of the sitting room doot | said Ronald. _
| “Wihy, Countess Saens. I am quite sure

Maxwell crept back presently, havmna | that she knows what has taken place—at
| least, she suspects, and will find out dual

'to gain admission to the hospital to-
seemed a long time, but the watchers | night.
knew that something was going to hap- | make another attempt in the mornﬁing.‘ ter of fact.”
Pres- | She is clever and unscrupulous, and she |
that & hand was
Maxgrego&r;accident ward of a hospital there is 81—114uria, eh?’ )
. ‘And under the folding doors a long elit | and there will be the chance of the coun-

body had turned up. the light in the sit-| body, and she

longed for the|

depending upon_me; it |

Once in Fleet Street he stood under the
friendly light of a lamp and opened the
paper. As he did so he started. Well
in hand as he usually kept himself, Lech-
mere was surprised tonight.

functionary as the latter was. He waited

: Mr. Hunt was very busy, he said, and
“I don’t want t0;” Ronald said. “It| wae eorry he could not see the gentle-
would be ridieulous bo speak just yet. But | man. Perhaps he would like to call later
any moment some unexpected sweﬂden't] on, or send up the nature of his business?
may find you out. It may come before bed- | §ome very important news had come in
tame. And what would happen o you | Jate and in the circumstances it was im-
then? I am very jealous for the good pame | poesible for the editor to grant an inter-
of my future wife. Dr. Varney—— view to anybody.
Dr. Varney is standing by %mp n{ﬂﬂg,l Ledhmere gaid he would call again, and
BE A I am cafe, c@&1¢ | tyrned for the door: But he had no in-
cid. “Dear old boy, don't be afraid. Trust | ¢ tion of being put off in this way: He
m?«i‘,[%.l tfll;é‘i):: ar], a‘nﬂy‘ll I{ ax;n?lmt;;;]li‘cm“” I paused as a rush of business distracted Piceadilly to the Balkan service. One of
Ronald cxclaimed. He bent forward and | fl}(‘fr ‘;lfﬁ‘(’;i‘:"“t of "*;;’. flte“k(;f I:t"j"&f}; ‘heﬁm“,@ amazing romances in the history
kissed Jessie’s t‘rf_‘mb]mg lips. “Only T am | . lcd--J( ok'f 0‘ g une—pn § Of‘ uEe ; =
so miserably anxious, so fearful lest—-— jaded-looking reporters were talking eag “Good Heavens!” Techmere eried: = “So
But, somebody is coming.”’ erly. . that is the game! What a lucky thing 1
< lg it a fake or a real {hing?” the first | cAme down here! Of all the audacious

y came down the corridor, push- b i : u ; aud:
ing the azaleas carelessly aside from time | one- eaid. “I've just come back from|things that ever ha'ipgmed, this is the

everytlying in the moment of vietory.”

had an eye at all;
filled with it:—
“The King of Asturia and

speaks {reely:
sponsibilities . of State, and has made up
his mind to abdicate. Has already signed
the deelration to that effect. Prefers

his people. | tary.
His majesty visits the Mercury office and | paper in Paris and Vienna and St. Peters-
Does not care for the. re-| burg will
in extenso. It
furore in Asturia if the lie is mot most
promptly contradicted. You see what I
mean?”’

“In the first place, that some clever
actor has been playing the king?” Eve-
leigh asked.

“Yes.
the first place.
our people inspired her with the sug

pockets. When the proper time.comes
1 will name all these conspirators to you.
I can even give you.the name of the man k
who played the part for Hunt’s benefit.

They chose their people carefully, know-
There it was for anybody to see who | ing that only the Mercury out of all the
the fifth page wall; London journals would publish that with-

j out first consulting the Foreign Secre-

DUND N MILK

Board of Health Seizes Forty
Cans from Bloomfield
Farm

Don’t you see the game? Every

get a copy of that interview
will ®create a perfect

It was Countess Saens’s idea in
1 am afraid that some of

MILK WILL BE

to time. The mewcomer was evidently Westminster—scene in the House, don’t|most audacioue of all? gestion: But that is neither here nor
locking for somebody. Then the grey face | You know—and (regg would not even e crnshed the paper in his hand and | there. That lie has to be scotched, and DESTROYED

had o real good|hutried breathlessly westward at the top
of his speed:

CHAPTER XXVIIL
The Power of the Press.
The editorial staff of the Mercnry'haé

look at us. Said we
thing on.”
“Then you didn’t get to the bottom of
. “Miss—er—Qalloway, I have been look- | what it was?” the other asked eagerly.
ing for you everywhere,” he said. “It is of | “No, 1 didn’t, Something about the
the wtmost importance that — King of somewhere and a row in the of-
“Oh, dear!” said Jessie with a little | fice. Anyway, the whole of the etaff up

of Lechmere appeared, white and excited
as Ronald had never seen him before. He
paused before the others,

you are the man to do it:
and done, the journalistic English auth-
ority
the Herald is going to print that wild
story of Hunt's tonight and comment up-
on the audacity of the scheme.
you are going to proclaim the fact that

After all said |

abroad is the Herald. :Therefore

Result of Dr. Addy’s Analysis Mads,
Known--Train Will Be Watched
and Any Milk from Farm in Ques-'

Also,

broken laugh. “Please don’t  telll in the composing-room are working with : i f Asturia was known to
me that I have to do anything else closed doors, so that né hated rival ghaif| certainly done dheir work very weln No :z)l;e alt‘;eatlhex 1;g5i(;)emx:s of zhe queiZn Sec- : : .
tomight. I am utterly worn out. If I|get a eniff of what ie going on. We are | details had been spared to make the re-| retary, lord Merehaven, at the time tion Will Be Seized.
could go straight to bed— 5 evidently in for a big eensation.” . | port abeolutely complete, Everybody was | when he was supposed to be betraying
“So you may as far as I am concerned, Lechmere waited for no more; he grip- | reminded that recently there had been a | his private affairs to the editor of the| The outh ; L
Lechmere said curtly. “I beg your par-| ped his opportunity with both hands. He | great deal of ftiction in that corner of the | Mercury. If 1 were not absolutely cer-| .o hazube:?lfiegijtteﬂ?hzglcefgvlg? ;‘ﬁe o |

advanced along the corridor to where the
two men were talking, and asked what
floor Mr. Hunt's office was on. The two
men looked at him with eomething of ad-|the crown of the King of Asturia bad
miration on their faces. Hunt was & been quite safe. But with the advent of
martinet in his office, and difficult ‘of ac- |the present monarch things were entirely
cess at all times. - different. King Erno had very early in

Second floor on the right,” one of the | his career given evidence that he did not
reporters said with a wink at his com-|appreciate the full measure of responsi-
panion. “Don’t knock, but walk right|bility.
in. Hunt is always glad to eee visitors|pleasure; he had mo patriotiem. His peo-
at this hour. It is a refreshing change|ple were & stern, harddiving race, and
after the grind of the night. Hell be!they did mot tolerate the gaiety of the
quite pleased to see you.” new court.

Lechmere grimly expressed his thanks, The queen was all yery well, but she
though the sarcastic force of the words | was only the consort, after all. It was
: 1 and the wink were not lost on him. He | useless for her to be ever on the spot
don’t think that we whall need your 8€r-| wag here to see Hunt, and he was going | whilst the king was dissipating his for-
vices any more tonight, my dear young| to do it at any cost. He made his way tune and spending the money gronnd from
jady. If you can contrive to see Dr. Var-jup the staircase and along to the second | his people by extra taxation in Fondon
ney on your ride before breakfast 1 the | floor, where a door with the name of and Paris. And latterly eyes had been
morning, you wwill be doing everybody a; Hunt.in large letters attracted his eye.|turned to Vienma, where dwelt Prince |
service.” . The door of the room was ehut, but Lech- Alix, who was known to covet the throne.

Lechmere darted away as hurriedly 28| mere walked in. At any moment there might be a glaring
he had come. Bvidently he had work of| The room was empty for the moment. tragedy, end Prince Alix might find him-
importance before him. i The floor was littered with paper and | self with the crown. That Prince Alix

“He has given me one useful piece of | proofs; on the desk a slp of galley proof | Was notoriously a friend of Russia mat-
information,” Jessie said as soon as Lech-| lay. The heading attracted Lechmer,e’sltered little at the present juncture.
mere had gone. “If what he remarks i8| attention, and he whistled. Then he sat Lechmere read all this as he hurried
correct, Miss Galloway is in the habit of | calmly down to await Mr. Hunt's return. along ‘Fleet street. He also read a lot
riding before breakiast. Well, I shall be| He had no undue trial of hie patience of information that was true, and more
able to fulfil that part of the programme, for a moment later the editor of the Mer:‘ that was false. Evidently the Mercury
Ronald. 1t will be delightful to be on|ocury bustled into the room. g people cared for nothing beyond the sen-
the back of a horse again, even in a bor- There was a pleased smile on his face: { gation of the hour. But after all this
rowed habit, which I sincerely hope '\v‘imihe el it Be o e st of terme | Came the sting of the thing. The King
fit, me.” "wiﬁh himseli. But the emile faded away,

Balkans known as Asturia. It wase well
known that for many years Russia had
coveted that fair province. p to nmow

don, but I fancy 1 have made a discovery
of importance. That man whom you
took to be the King of Asturia—] mean
the man you eaw in the Countess Saens’
dining room. What became of him?”

“Really, 1 cannot tell you,” Jessie said.
“Let me thirk. I fancy Mr. Maxwell
eaid something about him. Yes, that was
it. He said that the man you mention
drove to the office of the Mencury. Mr.
Maxwell would have followed him, only
he could not epare the time.”

Lechmere nodded as if pleased about

on his face.
«I fancy that ie al} that I need -bother
'yom about at present,” he eaid. “And I

the Mercury office and demanded aud-
ijence of the editor. He had been very
wild and violent, and the intimation that
he was hopelessly intoxicated was not
very carefully concealed. The king wished
it to be understood that he had done
with Asturia.
intention of going back to his capital any
more. His abdication was signed, and
doubtless by that time a deputation was

Ronald looked at the mass of chiffon| and the mean, eager face grew anxious
and the quivering fall of drapery before | as Hunt detected the presence of his
The dress might have | visitor.
been. made for the tearer, so perfectly| ‘Now this is really too bad, Mr. Lech-
did it seem to’ fit her. _ | mere,” he protested. Lechmere did mot

“This is quite another matter,” Jessie | fail to notice the agitation of the epeak-
said. “One can do wonders with a little | er's voice. ‘“‘Of course, I had your card.
close-fitting riding habit is quite another | had been the king I would not Zha.v]x;f s);eog
thing. I dare say I ehall manage. ‘'here| you tonight. I never see anybody after
ig only one thing that really fills me with| twelve o’clock. 1 repeat, if you had been |

o the king I should have had to refuse you
an audience.”

“Sounds exceedingly impressive, not to
.say regal,” Lechmere remarked in a dry
tone, and without the elightest sugges-
tion of an apology. ‘‘What king do you
happen to mean?”’

X “Why, the King of England, of course,”
I am perfectly sure that she will | Hunt puffed. “Any living king, as a mat-

e

ITCT.
«I ghould like to know what that is,”
ever appeared even in an American paper.

It was certain to create a great commo-
tion, and set all the courts of Europe by
the ears.

“Well, of all the amazing andacity!”
Lechmere muttered as he raced along.
“Nothing more daring ad ever been done
in the history ‘of political intrigue. I
wonder ‘if Hunt suspects the truth. Not
that it would make any difference to him
so long as he could shift the responsibil-
ity afterwards, as I daresay he will be
prepared with proofs that he was justi-
fied in what he di There is only one
way to get even with this thing.”

Lechmere arrived at length at the office
of the Daily Herald. The paper in ques-
tion had very little taint of the modern
spirit about it. There was no chance,
he gaid. “The King of Asturia, you say?” | for instance, that it would ever be pub-

“My words were quite plain, Mr, Hunt. | lished for less than a penny.
| baffling the countess was already in the | came here tonight determined to see | ald had no very great reputation for en-
| air, as Lechmere would not have sug-|You and determined not to be bluf’ed by | terprise, but it was sound and safg, and
gested that. early ‘morning visit to Var-|all the clerks in your office. Your paper everything therein wquld be _accep‘ted as
\lney. < : ‘hus gone to press, and therefore you must | true. No newspaper in th_e kingdom car-
o have been thinking the matter out,” | have a few minutes to epare. You need | ried more weight, 10 journal had a
Jeasie' went on. “Why could not Miss | 20b be afraid. Your composing room door | greater reputation for veracity.

{ Galloway be removed to a private ward? ‘ is locked, and the present item of news| The Herald had not gone to press vet.
Ifff Dr. Varney oalled at the hoapital he.deetmed for’_yom‘ readens is not likely to | There was no great hurry, seeing tl_mt
{ could see vhe patient and drop a hint to leak out. Will you be so good as to ]$E the feverish rush to capture circulation
| that effect. You eee nwhat is uppermost | ¢, have an advanced copy of the paper: | had never commended itself to the paper’s
{in my mind, Ronald. A private ward | “Certainly not,” Hunt said. “This is an | proprietors. There was a SenSe of de-)
iy i, Ronsa, & preie T ontmge, T yon o o lnre o | comm, S0 g o sh e
' me to take Miss Galloway’s place and let| . o ! ‘ L lacking in the entourage O the Mercury.
{her come home.” | might have been speaking to an unruly | e place seemed more dignified;
{1 Yo friend i d,” Ronald | WK e beyond that | Lpq no noise; all the corridors had felted
l R G o riend n need, | on‘a‘ | door without we have an explanation. Ev ’d wn in the manager’s Sice
| said as he kissed the red lips again. ‘It | The King of Asturi h g floors. Even down I - mangg
1 g of Asturia was here tonight. Jf| o1 0 ome decorum prevailed.

for Vera Gallowdy l you deny it, I ehall give you the lie from f ')} knew that hu would ive no
‘“"hfn she thou%;np of l3:0\1. B\:‘t there ztilre the table before | i Lechmere kne

risks even in this scheme. Suppose the|you.” i
imaid who was present when the robbery ,v Hunt glanced at the long galley slip and
at the Countess Saens's took place comes | wriggled. All his dignity had vanished.
forward and identifies you, what then?| “I am not going to deny it,” he said.
‘You will be charged with burglary, and | “The King of Asturia has been here. He
| perhaps convicted. The police will find {came in a cab. I did .not send for him,
?“t ’;“ _"‘b"‘i‘f .\""“"g“m' yame will figure i he came of his own free will. He gave me
{largely in the newspapers. certain information—"
| Josie hmiaced » il beore the S | 0 heve eot the SR, Sl i
| fell almost asleep on Ronald's arm. Noth- | |najes:\]'eﬁlez\;smmadgl f‘or Himealt 3o Iﬁ;ldﬂn‘\ he said. “1 hope you have‘) something |
ing seemed to matter to her now; if only | the sort of reputation which is coveted ) good for me? dI\othmqgc wronlgz.il ytl?:; lof(())l:
1‘She* could have a good n‘lght s rest. | onty by a certain clags of music hall fre- | actufﬂly excited, a most unusu g i
| “I don’t seem to care,” she murmured. | quenter and the haunter of the typical| ¥
|« don’t fancy that the countess would | Strand bar. There have been occasions

‘gn that far. It isn’t as if she stood any | when his majesty has exceeded the bounds | good pace,” Lechmere a

identity, or she would never have tried

“Any king in the Almanmach de Gothe

I
In the! —with the exception of the King of As-

is certain to get her own way.
| ways a case or two that needs identity,| The question was couched-in a tone of
easy badinage, but its effect on Hunt was
wonderful, The face grew grey and his
hands trembled. If he bad been accused
of some crime e could not have looked
more agitated. He tried to bluff, but he
could only stammer something incoherent.

“Really, I don’t know what you mean,”

She professes to have missed some-
will be able to walk
| through the accident ward. That is all
| she requires. And I am quite certain that
she will do this thing in the course of
| the morning. Don’t you agrée with me?”

Ronald was fain to agree with what
Jessie said. Perhaps some scheme for

| tess.

{was a lucky thing !
that printed proof on

ald. ]
was an old friend of his;

foreign politics.
liberty, and would see|
The editor was|

many articles on
Eveleigh was at
Mr. Lechmere at once.
lying back in an armchair

cigar.
“] have just finished, my dear fellow,

{
”»

ou.”

dmitted. ‘A most

! chance of recovering the stolen papers. |in the way of intoxicating liquor. Did you | extraordinary thing has happened. 1f "his! of the governor general of Camada is en-|
| titled to be addressed as ‘Her Excellency.
i ) | ; { No official pronouncement
not suit her book at all. On the whole, | palpably uneasy and uncomfortable. Even" you be so good as to cast your eye 0“1 been made :T)Jn this subject,

v : L | establishment of the commonwealth of
The editor of the Herald took the Mer-| Aabiaile, he ale sijosty.

g s i i i had been con- s 45
convincing,” | cury 1n his hand as if he ha | toria was pleased to approve of the wite

matter is allowed to pass there is no

| And she would have to give a description | ;s it tonight?” ;
s L {8de iy signs of ¥ 0P that it may de. Will

|of the missing documents, which would | Hunt intimated that he had. He was limit to the damage
I am prepared to take any risk so that | admission that he made Lechmere had | that, Eveleigh?”
{I can spare Vera Galloway further mis-|literally to drag from him.
ey’ « “The description sounds
! ‘And Ronald had nothing further to say. | Lechmere said. “But suppose I was in a | taminated. e
}Ic was good to know that he had the | position to tell you that the King of | tempt on his fine face.
:love of a girl like this.
| out her resolution, and he would maintain | &% all?”
la loyal silence for the present. “Impossible!” Hunt cried. “T saw his| paper aside at length.

! | majesty; he sat in that chair for an hour. “Nothing very wonderful,”
|'A man in my position is not likely

There was a smile of con-|
But the smile,

| he said.:

CHAPTER XXVIIL | make mistakes like that. And he gave me

| : | certain information that I propcse to male | have. It's a fine scoop for Hnt, and|

" Lechmere to the Rescue. ia sensation of. \}:hm: the infm;ma}io‘n is | one after his own heart. He would set

With a new object uppermost in his i :‘211 ;;Eﬁlcmﬁ;;e:l‘tgut::t ;?\fr %Ie?éirge:é | the whole 'Of ]‘]urop% in a blﬂfe to sell an,
{mind Lechmere left Merehaven House | breakfast time” gextm fifty’ thousand papers.

and took his way into Piccadilly. The | Lechmere nodded. Beyond the door heimm is to make money.

roads were almost deserted now, save for | A ; i s
'a solitary foot passenger ani e dmey it printer with a ‘damp new sheet in | . yples. Do you believe that story?”’
: Sk his hand. He knew at once that here was | °%, S K i E ituth”
{night cab. One of these crept along pres-| g1 early copy of the paper; that e:mly5 It ftert,a1n}} has the urmrese of truth”
ently, anq Lecnn‘lere qrdored the drivet | gopy he had made up his mind to possess. | Kveleigh eaid thoughtfully.
to take him to Fleet Street. In contrast | jje rege as if eatisfied with his interview.
| with the West End there was bustle and | “Very well,” he said, “I will wish you | t sta
| animation enough in the street that never |good night. You have done g foolish thing, ! }l\‘mt s own writing. ‘
i sleeps. It was mear to the hour when the  ynd, unless I am greatly mistaken, you are | tain to have tul‘(en”thc statement down |
| great morning papers went 10 preas; there | the’ vietim: of one of the most mistakén | from the royal lips.
were lights everywhere, and the hoarse ! cases of identity ever played off on that "No doubd. ! L
irattle of machinery.. Lechmere came at | editor of n great mewspaper, but the fault]n stenographer. There are no flies on,
!length to the offices of the Mercury and |is on your own head. Good night.” Hunt, to use a pet expression of his own.
! demanded to see the editor. The request| Techmere passed out, clogthg the door | Let us nssume for the sake of argument
| was an unusual one at 80 late an hour, | behind him, The printer gtood there, evi- | that Hunt fully believes that he has had
land the clerk asked if the visitor had an
| appointment.
“I have no appointment at all,” Tsech-
| mere said, “But at the same time ] am{This he Theld up in_ the glar-: mora King of Asturin than I am)”
going to see the editor, Give my card 114 light of the paseage  and Kyeloigh looked up brightly.
|to Mr, Hunt, and say that I will not de-ipointed to ghe paper. 'The printer per- fwas not in the habit of making statements
{tain him mamy moments.”’ | wpired profusely, Then, with o sudden . that he couldn’t prove, - !
There was wsomething in Lechmore's | spasmodic gesture he folded up the paper | ‘*‘Ama matter of fnet, the king has besn|
| manner that caused the elork to fake the |and placed it in Lechmere’s hands, at the at lord Merehnven's all the evening,”|
renrd without further protesi. Tachmere | kams time suatehing convulsively for the he went en, ‘I left him there n little |
| hnd ‘before now foreed himself iy fimes  monsy, Tha whole transaction did not while ago.
{of emergency on the great ones of Lhe;u\kn five reconds,
garth, wo thet he was not going to be Calm and easy In his {riumph,

| A : 4 : &
I baflied by a newspaper editor, important mere walked lejsurely down the stalie,

' not hoax his public.
| would never stand it.

| gilently dreny his pufse from his pocket | drama,
and extlaoted a ten pound

Russla and - ineldentally

for the ptompt punishment of the crim-
inals. 1s there time?”

“Qh, there is plenty
leigh said thoughtfully.
that score.
8it down for a minute or two while
T go and see my_echief of staff.”

Lechmere sat down fluttering over the
pages of the Meroury.
wandered nesr the eolumn and along the|source is officially prohibited.
crowded advertisements.
stopped at the agony column.
there arrested his attention.
jumbled cypher, but the training that
Lechmere had had in that kind of sthing | number of cases since the commencement
enabled him to
glance.

«] thought so,” he said.
lutely certain of my man.
is in London! I might have guessed that|break in the city, a girl living on e farm
from the first.
I am in a position to hoist these people | first thought she was suffering from spinal!
with their own petard. So long as Pere-
tori is not in earnest, well and good.
wonder if there is a telephone anywhere | been and is sick with typhoid fever. The,
‘here?”

There was a telephone at the back of it is now reganded as certain, was respon-
the editor's desk, and Techmere prompt- B
ly called up Scotland Yard in search of | in the city. The girl is not now on the
information. o . |
& ; tion. came, which hmere carefully jot-
of Asturia had that night gone down %0lie4 down in his pocket book. Eveleigh
came back with the air of a busy man.

He was too fond of gaiety andi|it.

on its way to Vienna to offer the throne '
to Prince Alix. Altogether, it was per- I[“Bms FUH UUEB[E_
haps the most sensational report that :

Ottawa, May 95—Sometime in July the
national
will be able to call for tenders from Que-‘ result of thé inquiries of the board of;
bec to Mancton.
parties in the field.
a couple of months yet before the com-
mission will be able to announce, definite- |
ly which of the two routes, the central | sician spent the holiday investigating the
or the river, will be selected.

he Her-| BOGUS GREEK PRIEST
MAKES RESTITUTION

Was Caught in England and Extra-
dited to Montreal, Where He Had
Robbed His Fellow Countrymen.

Montreal, May 25—Demetriades, who |
there| jmposed on the Greek colony here in the |
guise of a priest, organized a church and
afterwards decamped with the collections | .
and a.lta(ll- servxcg, m‘adteh fu.]]f resi:ﬁutloxc; tni S0 Eon B oller farm was aleo
jeulty i i he edi f the Her- court today, and was therefore allowed 0 o dereq stopped until some necessary im-
fliculty in seeing the e itor o ! go on suspended sentence. He had beent o S ioave 16 ihe bo ik

In the first place, th‘at gentleman | arrested in England and extradited, anlgidered 3]: ‘;EE,:E;;} \ue“‘(‘a':(! am]) con-
: indeed, L‘?Ch'1 expense in that connection was incurred, | mylated a number o'fn re:léxkiltiv-?ma'.m 'f.'n-.};
mere had contributed from time to time| put he took the whole amount imto ac-| il be given legal force ‘31) e
Mr.| count when making settlement. g & a8 speec.: - as Pos-

smoking | “ HER EXCELLENCY”
COUNTESS OF GREY

: ; : | Ottawa, May 25—Lord Elgin has cabled |
1 certainly have come along at a pretty! Lord Grey ae followe:

| question has been raised whether the wife

of the governor general being styled ‘Her|
She could carry | Asturia had mot been here in Fleet street faded away, and an interested gleam came, ?Xcellency,thandl_l am‘cotmmttrld? to }:“ H\'i}l watch the milk train Saturday
%o his eyes as he.read. He tossed the, form you that his majesty the king has geize and destroy any that may come from

into his eyes € . now been pleased to approve o§ the smme, tho farm in qu«sbim{_ :
style being accorded to the wife of the!
: : . | governor general of Canada, together with | ceiving his supply from thres farme, tw
to | «That is precisely how I should have ex-i 8 : g pph hrea farms, two

; such marks of social respect as are usual- | of twhich are in Bloomfield, and it i

pected the present ruler of Asturia to beév\ Iy accorded to the governor general” . and it is the

Ottawa, May 25——-(_Spec'it.11‘l—T'ne follow-  his milk new from Apohaqui.
He has the ex are gnzetted:' Gg‘;h R*‘E‘mefg "](‘arleton i that he has no desire to accept responsibil-
e i : ; _eX-! yight Infantry,” ! ptain E. S. Kirkpat- |ity of distributing any milk about whic

could see something in the guiee of a fore-| ... that he is not bound by any patriotic| ricgk is transferred to the reserve of offi- | the people can ghavg nppwher:litnn“ hql:xhl

“Why not? He is an American, and his| .

eI8,

i 73rd Northumberland Regiment—Li:u-
v Hunt dare| tenant D. G. Gould is
he average Briton | gjgn his commission.
'Besldeu. that’s  ants—R. E. Duncan, J. N. Fraser and J.!
He is perfectly cer-. Barnes are permitted to retire.

Big Ontario Timber Limit Sale. 'and church ceremonies were performed on
et ' Toronto, May 25— (Special)—J. R. Booth | Tuesday, May Ist, at Luxembourg, the
dently waiting for _him to go. Lecheinere | tho thing from the principal actor in the, Company §

But all the same, he didn’t. The | jimi¢ nn‘ the Montreal River
note, | man who diotuted that statement was no' (nario government tov
“will also pay dues of forty cents a cord
Lechmere' , 41] apruce cut and twenty cents a cord |
on other woods,

North Shore Mill Burned.

Bathumst, N. B, May

Mhis thing has been deliber-| mill owned by the Gloucester Lumbe: Co., | the machine struck a boulder and was
: | ately got up by the gang of conapirniors! a; Mliddle River,
T.ech- | who are working here in the Interests of | town,
for their own' evening,

tain of my facts I would not ask you toj g : 4
do this, Eveleigh. | ficials of the board of health te a portion |
a big thing of this.
sume that Hunt has been hoaxed, and call

I want you to make, o¢ t)o milk supply secured by a dealer!
1 want you to as-|4¢ Bloomfield, }I\,II,n)és county.hy i

The officials have expressed themselves |
for some days as morally certain that |
ﬂ_us would prove to be the fact but last|
night full confirmation of their conjec- |

of time,” Eve-
“No trouble on

And 1 think I can manage|germs jn a sample of the milk analyzed

by Dr. G. A. B. Addy, bacteriologist. |
Following on this discovery the board
has seized forty cans of the milk and will|

His restless eye|destroy it, while further supply from that’

Finally his gaze ™
One line
It was a

Total of Cases, 37.

There were two more cases of typhoid
reported Friday, bringing the total’
read it almost at a!of the outbreak to thirtyseven. There
have been mo deatbs, though some of the
cases are considered quite serious.

Some weeks ago, and prior to the out-

“I felt abso-
So Peretori
Well, it seems to me that|at Bloomfield was taken sick. It was at

meningitis but, as previously reported, it
1| wes determined on Thureday that she had

infection of this case through the milk,

gible for the appearance of the disease
After a pause the informa-|farm, having bene moved to other quar-|
ters, but she is still sick.

Secretary T. M. Burns and the other

“No thanxs needed; it will be a of the dieeage. They found, as previously |
And now I shall be|reported, that twenty-three households |
had gained a footing were
1 think you will | supplied with) milk by the same dealer.’
As these houses were in various perte of*
the city there was a strong assumption |
that the milk was the vehicle that car-1
ried the contamination. Following along}
this idea, the sources from which the|
dealer in question secured his supplies |
were traced. It was found that the milk {
came from several farms, two of which
were at Bloomfield. Further inquiry |
showed that one of these was the place |
where the girl was sick. The officials’ !
suspicions were atrengthened. i

HE CALLEB |N JULY The clue was followed up and a aampla{
subjected to bacteriological examination

with the result as stated.

There have been suggestions from some
quarters that the typhoid was due to con-
tamination of the water supply but t.hn{

(To be cqntinued.)

PR

transcontinental commissioners

There are nine survey

It will take about|

health prove different. .
Farms Visited.
On Thursday Secretary Burns and a phy®,

conditions on the farms in question and
returned confirming the report that t¢he
sick girl was ill with typhoid and making
the board more certain that the milk from
that farm had started the outbreak in the
city. They also visited the second farm
to which reference has been ~made and
there report the sanitary conditions not -
satisfactory. This visit was followed by a
meeting of the board of health held Satur-
day’ morning. A report was received from
the secretary and physician who spent
the holiday at Bloomfield and it ehowed
that there had recently been a case of ty-,
phoid fever at one of the farme from
which milk was sold to St. John, and th2
| board decided to prohibit the sale of milk

AND IS RELEASED

e

| from rthis place until all danger of conta-
Igion is passed. The farmer will be called
| upon to make a number of improvements
n the sanitaries about his place.

sible. These will compel milk vendors to
provide a dairy separate and independent
from their horse stables and will compel
the washing by these vendons of all the
cans in which milk is shipped from the
| country. O her rcgulations to better pro=-
tect the buyer were pacsed.

Seizure of Milk.

While convinced that they had traced
the diseas2. the bcard awaited the result
of Dr. Addy's analysis of the suspected
{ milk before taking further steps. Dr.
Addy’s examination was finished last night
has hitherto and the result was as told—the discovery
i the;m the t‘\'phmd germa, Secretary Burns

'wfz\:s ‘\\:us.\' tl}n'l.ll a late auur ﬂ.‘nll onefresnlt
2l v: i 01 the activities was e sclzure ol some
Queen \m'lforty cans of milk from the farm where4
‘the girl took sick. The milk, he says, will
be destroyed and officials of the board will
and

DECIDED ALL RIGHT

|

“My Lord, the

D. M. Lawson, milk dealer, ha: heen re-

| « 9
! milk from the latter that has been sus-

| pacted. Mr. Lawson said last evening that
he has cut off the supply entirely from tha
two Bloomfield farms and will eecure all
He added

Militia Ohanges.-

therefore has taken the action referred to.

permitted to re- |
Provisional ]ieuten—iToronto Woman Weds Italian
Count.

Toronto, May 25—Particulars of the mar-

;('623‘1 Regiment St. John Fusiliers—Tieut. ' piage of Mrs. Frederick Moffat, daughter
x. Yo %
Probably with the aid of | commission 15th April, 1906.

Jordan is permitted to resign his ‘o‘f the late David Walker, of Toronto, and
E(-ou}n‘t Rotgn]o Broglio Dajano, lecturer on
| Political Economy at the University of
' Rome, have been received here. The civil

Ottawa, have beught a gpruce | bride and bridegroom going thence to Mi-
from the | lan and on to Rome. Count Dajano has
They .!'E‘nted a villa at Viterbo, in the outgkir:s
of Rome, for the summer, where  Miss
Phyllis Moffatt, who is now in Italy, will
join her mother. -

8300,000,

last Thursday night while Perey W.
"l'homsnn and a party of his friends were
95— The rotary  returning in his automobile from Westfield

| s
|

three miles from this ditched. No damage was done and afi+
waa totally destroyed by fire last o deluy of an hour they were again on .
| way here.

tures was given by the finding of tmhoxdi‘

€

A

W

T officials of the board of health have been’,
“I'm going to do it, Lechmere,” he | actively seeking to hunt down the source!
said. |
good thing for us.
glad if you will go, as I shall be pretty | where typhod
% busy for the next hour.
He had not the slightest| . G 56 4o leave matters in my hands.”

k)




