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in - Discovery, In lnven-
tion, in All Branches of
Human Endeavor Past
- Year Looms Out.

Discovery of Pole and

Progress in Aeronau-
~ tics the Epoch Markers--
- Canada and the Empire

‘When all the political events of the
‘year are forgotten—the twelve monthe
of 1909 will undoubtedly be remem-
bered in history for two things: the

aeroplane and the discovery of the
north pole. Epic achievements were
made in both of these respects and
the future must look back to 1909
#s8 the year of their happening.

Flying Machines Everywhere.

The aeroplane, to be sure, had made
great progress in the preceding year,
but it I1s the twelve-month just closed
that has brought the invention to a
point where its definite adoption into
the transportation system of the hu-
man race is no longer in_doubt.

Virtually all the principal countries
.of the world used some form of air-
ghip In the annual manoeuvres, even
Japan not being excepted. In Germany
the dirigible balloon accomplished
important results in scouting and, af-
ter the manoeuvres were over, execut-
ed ‘a dramatic surprise against two
of the strongest forts in the empire.
In Italy the army signalized its appre-
ciation of the value of the dirigible
by ordering an entire fleet to be con-
structed. And when Bleriot crosséd the
British Channel and Zeppelin made his
“alr “tour - alon g theé hignty - fostified
Rhine provinces the feeling seemed to
come home to military strategists
throughout the world that an entirely
new era in wanfare was approaching.
Naturally, under the circumstances,
military men directed themselves with
pome vigor to the discovery of means
of destroying the airship and aero-
plane while in the air. Various nations
including our own, conducted experi-
ments of shooting at captive balloons
with large and small artillery; the

~+Krupps invented a gun especially de-
migned for airship destroying; but up
to the close of the year nothing defin-
ite In this direction had been accom-
plished,
The North Pole Won.

But the excitement caused by the
Wrights, the Bleriots, the Zeppelins,
the Lathams, paled into comparative
insignificance. when on Sept. 1, came
the stertling announcement that Dr.

““¥Frederick A. Cook, of Brooklyn, had

discovered the north pole on April 28,
1909—made all the more startling by
the news five days later that Lieuten-
gnt Commander Robert E. Peary had
returned to the Labradorean outposts
of civilization and there declared that
he had located the pole on April 6,
909—adding that to him accrued the
onor of being the first man ever to
stand at the tip of the world since he
tould prove Dr. Cook was fabricating.
Instantly there resulted that extra-
jrdinary controversy between the ad-
@rents of Peqry and Cook which set

. /the entire world by the ears. Peary’s
" gtatement that he has been to the
pale has Been indorsed by sclentists
nerally, he having had his records
a committee

y of Copenhagen authorities,
. Cook promised to submit
l;g return to civiliz-

ay gf‘Denmark he was ac-
the pole’'s discover by that

erally; and those authori-
@, 20 returned their judg-
's evidence as to
g the pole was valueless—
g what seems to have been
“the fraud of an age.
& Uotil the world was treated to the
uly nalqué sitnat of two Ameri-
returning from Arctic fastnesses
| ~days of each other and
t to immortal fame
‘ .discoverer, interest
1 on actfwities had been
g the Autarctic achieve-
& tenant B. H, Shackleton,
“. On March 12

within 112 miles of the South
it l:emtl:.t Qlui&’e nntunn:é
news the actual discovery
:iuh uﬂthe ':oé.la dhm:‘xed
y the glory of wonder-
~of _the Briton. On 'the other
re fact that the North
en fiscovered by America
England a strong desire
'lhx; history with the
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N EXPLOS
1T MONTREA

Scene Of Indesribable Confu-
sion At Place Viger Station
Late Last Night When Gas
Explosion Occurred.

T OF DISASTER
NOT YET KNOWN

Special to The Standard.

Montreal, Que., Dec. 31.—Twenty-
five people were injured, some fatally,
in an explosion which occurred at 11.-
¢0 tonight at the C. P. R. Place Viger
station here. The Quebec train was
just about to pull out and the platform
was thronged with people wishing the
passengers good-bye and a happy New
Year. A lighted cigar fell into a leak-
ing tube underneath the platform
from which the pitch gas is fed to
the trains and the explosion which
followed, ripped up the whole plat-
form. There was a scene of inde-
scrible confusion and a gemeral am-
bulance call was sent out. So far
it has not been nossible to recover all
of the victims from the wreckage
but work .18 being rushed feverishly.
One poor woman had her leg torn
right off, while many others are so
badly injured that their recovery is
not expected.

Will Die.

Later reports from the hospital state
that Madame Dubeault whose legs
were torn from her body is so badly
injured that she will undoubtedly die.
Amongst othe: y injured are E.
Betrand, H. lﬁﬁ' R. Sanson, 8.
Borrie, T. J. Cullen, H. J. Bellerose
and J. Filteua all of whom were tak-
en to the hospital. The hospital at-
ten@ants were kept busy for some
time in carrying the victims out on
Stretchers and a large crowd gath-

eréed around the station. The plat-

form of the station was completely

wracked but none of the passengers

on the train were injured and the

traln got off with a short delay.
PR g el

AMERICAN COMPANY
FORGED 10 SELL duT

Montreal, Dec. 31.—The Quebec
Bank has purchaged the large build-
ing of the New York Life Insurance
Company, the company being compéll-
ed to sell owing to the changes in
the insurance laws of New York. No
price was announced, but the proper-
ty has been in the market for some
time at ‘$375,000. The bank has for
some years occupied the greater por-
tion of the ground floory

i dto b Badn, ST

TELIR JSKS RELENSE
OF HS SO

Mexico = ©ity, Dec. 31.—Former
President Zelaya, of Nicaragua, has
sent several meassages to Managua
urging his friends -there to secure
the release of his son:dndaw, Joaquin
Pasos. He says that the arrest was
a nt:leuum of retaliation and that

dent cannot prové the charges
gude. There is good ‘reagon to be-
lleve that Zelaya is arranging to stay
for weeks or months in this country.

Conmmder Peary has also
wish to fit out an expedi-
Bouth Pole, but he will not

Hamid Dethroned.

ear's epochal develop.
‘urkey, where the fate

apparently decided

the most remarkable|

modern. history,
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LADIES AND,
GENTLEMEN -

7

Ahem—in this, my very first ppearance upon any=
In coming before you—I say that insoming befare you

However, enough of that, My purpose is to forcast §
among you for the next twelvemonth. ~ Our relationg
myself agreeable in many ways, aud to acquain
unefuh'ﬁu olidl. im i o

. There 18 much I  Attempt. that {8 not now

you & -trarf%ht tip on everything whiok will Rappen for m
breach ‘of confidence to forecast a fe events of public
that we will enter upon the forty-thir¢ year of our national
years go by we see still more the wis om of our fathers in
behooves us to mark each milestone of our progress with @

We will have this year the Canadian Navy emerging from its sw:d'ling clothes, a weak and puny infant
indeed, but when I have passed from the stage of action and others come and go, bringing a change of admin-
tration, there is hope for this youngster and it mn%m become a lusty young giant carrying all before it and
a worthy offspring from a worthier mother navy. ‘e love our peace but oh, you preparation for war. (Laugh-

ter.)
The work on the Transcontinental will proceed at enormous.cest and sooner or later this unwieldy pro-
made on the Quebec bridge and Sir Robert Perks will oontinue

jeot will near completion. A new start will be
to agitate for the Ottawa ship canal. Fong

In St. John I will venture to »r>dict the preliminary work for the building of an immense dry dock will be
undertaken and the sugar refinery built,

In the West the golden grain willflow in still moré generous streams towards the ports of entry and clviliza-
tion will press northwsard toward the wastes of the Aw clirele,

Before my admin’ stration is oves I 'hepe to di

1 comé¢ before you.
way the work 1 have to execute while
4 leasant, I hope, and I shall strive to make
‘et and avery .one of you before my term of

\
e form for divulging and I couldn't if 1 would give
yet remains 0 Me worked out. However it IS no
It wav be out of place to remind you
] the Dominion of (anada and as the
“out the great scheme of confederation. It

jons of radoubled patriotism.

) of the pugilistic championship of the world. I promise
that the heavyweight beit will rightfully adorn the wi of 8 husky guy whose first name begins with a J. It is
up to you to guess the answer. I will not go a whit further in naming the baseball pennant winner. Suffice it to
say that one of the clubs mow claiming it so confidentally will have the bunting ere football again incarnadines
reensward. ¥ ix

A As for outdoor sports, Charcot is looking for the south pole, and it may be discovered. We may also find
out Whether the north pole was discoy (Laughter, and fist fights between Cook and Peary partisans in vari-
ous parts of the hall) Come to order pléase! Aviators fiy oftener and higher and farther, and some of
them will fall harder. (Giggles.) . ’

Abroad we may have war scoredl resblve themselves into the real thing, much as we would hate to see
Germany and England grapple. Ching will wake up some more, and Corea will be put more soundly to sleep.
There will be big political questions: settled in 3:«. and Great Britain’s elections will decide the status
of the House of Lords. Ireland may b f Brazil will probably give up a showndown of her mysteri-
ous bid to became a naval power. . ‘go through the motions of holding a presidential election.
Spain will have cause to'remember or, and [ may get the tar knocked out of her in her squabble

Ching over Macao, . s
with C! 1o olf 15

body pul

We are to have Halley's comiet With us
duled to whiss right through its tall—e: X
for four perfectly good eclipses. Thi
you are in Australia. There'll be a pal
28-24 and on Nov. 16, and you ¢an ob ;
In mmclul;h-.mé lt wlall “o,x'- going to
they fall on either Saturday.
nndy you can being celebral

Houday, 524 you' cas’sous

gance. It will be brightest May 10. We are also sche-

h m;nfﬁgu Wwé go through! (Laughter.) You can look

ipse of the sun on May 8, but you won't notice it unless

on Nov. 1 The moon will be totally eclipsed on May
‘without smoked glass.

holldsys for New Year’s and Labor Day, because

£ you want to. Christmas will be on Sunday

m f morning. And, best of all, there'll be an ex-

you 8 Kup.; and Prosperous 1910! (Prolonged

tra Saturday in the year, pro'
Thanking you for your
cheering.)

TO SERYET

Convicted Banker Relinguishes]
All Hope Of Another Triak—| ¢
Trip To Atlanta To'Be Made/
Today. ¢ &

5 0n—| Distressing Acoident On
: -Rock Island System.

P

New 'York, Dec. 31—Charles: W.
Morse, the convicted banker, will, in
all probability, be on his‘way to
Federal prison at Atlanta, Ga,
nor: of New \;;'ar’: ‘t:’s.y. M
an ) prisoner’s sons
lbl‘y“rnvel with him on the
ich will leave Jerse

: ¢ Trenton, Mo., Dec. 31.—Three per-
Honors will {sons were killed and 45 injured today
; the derailing and partial burning
of a westbound Rock Island passenger

train near Southern Trenton.
¢ m“ ' The wreck is thought to have been
€ glatory |caused by spreading rails, While the
d the |train was running at high speed the
ap- | locomotive ‘and tender plunged over a
to | five foot embankment, dragging two
X baggage cars, & mail car and a tourist
tar and a standard sleeping car with
them, Angther sleeping car and an
obgervation car remained on the

trabic.

was understood
after an interviey - his o
impressed upon him today the }
ity of further attempt to stave k.
the jnevitable. é ; | While passengers in the wrecked
be o avol b .. gus- joars were struggling to escape frpm
Two d 1909 am- | the debris, fire started from the fire
“Whi bex. The .cars burfied rapidly = and
three slain ' passengers. were partly
 |burnied.. Scores of persons were res
cued :ﬂm t;:e'ﬂ.m“ .were hncorehlns
: m el ng or burning their flesh.
: vid Seigel of (leyeland, Ohlo, was
by ge for an hour while

ties
hig
to
have

N AND

OBLEM OF

THE UNEMPLOYED

NEW YENR I
ON GAEST OF
GLDED WA

New York Left $1,500,000 In
Restaurants L a s t Night
Watching An Old Year Out
—Nothing But Champagne.

POOR LISTEN TO
CHIMES OF TRINITY

New York, Dec. 31.—Eight bells,
tapped the quartermaster of the flag-
ship. Eight bells sounded every other
battleship of the Atlantic squadron
and, as the voices of the bells floated
to shore, they blended with the rem-
Iniscent chimes of old Trinity, of
Grace church and of St. Patrick's
Cathedral. It was the end of watch,
the end of a day, the end of a year.

As the last stroke vibrated into si-
lence every light went out and every
whistle afioat and ashore shrilled and
roared its feelings to the new year.
| Upwent the lights again while 12,000
seamen beat on cymbals pans, kettles
pots and pails, and blew in discords
on every wind instrument of the ships
bands while they capered shouting,
in mock parade about the decks.

Waves of Champagne.

Down town the new year rode on
waves of champagne. After 10 o’clock
“Nothing but champagne,” was the
rule at all the better known restau-
rants along Fifth Avenue and Broad-
way, where more than 100,000 guests
had paid from $10 to $50 a seat for
their reservations. It is estimated
that this great crowd of merrymakers
left $1,500,000 behind them with res-
taurant keepers and hotel keepers.
&4 one hotel alone 4,000 reservations
had been made a month in advance.
At another the guests were given silk
masks and permitted to pass from
table to table without introduction.
Undesirables were excluded by close
scrutiny at the doors.

On the streets there was the same
old riot of cowbells and horns. “New
York takes its pleasure that way. But
along the waterfront it was noticeable
how vacant were those bar-rooms
usually the most crowded and the
roughest of the city. The poor were
listening to the chimes of Trinity.

On the east side differences of re-
ligion and nationality interfered but
little with the universal 'celebration.
In general there was small vicious dis-
order, few reports of picked pockets
and surprisingly little public intoxica-
tion. Police precautions were admir-
ably executed. *

SENATOR COX HURT
IN FALL YESTEADAY

ial to The Standard.

sp’l.‘gronrm. Dec. 31—Senator G. A. Cox
caught his foot in a ring while leav-
ing the Canada Life offices and sus-
tained a had fall. He went down two
stohe steps and struck the pavement,
cutting his head and bruising his left
leg. He was severely shaken up.

INGREASE IN CUSTOMS

REGEIPTS 15 NOTED

Washington, Dec. 31.—An increase
in customs receipts of $30,743,770
and internal revenue receipts of $8.-
412,000 during the first six months
of the fiscal year 1910 as compared
with the corresponding period of the
fiscal year 1909 is the showing of the
operations of the treasury, according
to the latest figures available which
lack one or two day's of belng com-
plete,
S e e e e e
the fire burned within a few feet of
him. The rescuers carried water from
the tender and kept the fire from
reaching him. Eventually he was res-
gued, although he may lose an arm.
Heroic rescues were numerous. Un-
harmed men and women who escap-
ed from the upset cars by breaking
windows or breaking down doors rush
ed into the burning wreckage to res
cue the less fortunate passengers.

Not a building was near the wreck.
The ground was covered with snow
and a raw wind was blowing. The
men collected coats from the cars that
were not burning and protected the
women and women tore stripe from
their linen to make bandages for the
wounded.

The injured were placed in the two
cars that remained on the track. Bon-
fires and the burning cars prevented
frost bites until a reltet train arrived
from Trenton. The most seriously in-
fured were taken to a hotel in Tren-
ton, while the other passengers were
taken to Kansas, City.

| tonight argued

e —

loyd George Declares
That the Unemploy-
ment Situation is Least
Acute in England,

—

No Single Issue Yet Dom-
inates England’s Politi-
cal Fight --- Situation
in Scotland.

| Special to The Standard,

London, Dec. 31 x
contention of the Con
persistence in the policy of free trade
created unemployment, David Lloyd-
George, Chancellor of the Exchequor,
addressing a meeting in Queen’s Hall
that unemployment
was more prevalent in protectionist
countries than in England. In in-
stance of the truth of this argument,

e cited the United States, which he
described as the protectionist’s para-
dise, where customs officers line the
shores like cherubim, with flaming
swords, keeping every foreign made
article out of this garden of Eden;
but once inside you find the serpent
of hunger, want and unemployment
hissing every grade.”

Mr. George then quoted statistics
showing that in May 1908, while therc
p’as thirty per cent. of unemployment
in New York state, there was ouly §
per cent. in England.

No single issue can be said to dom-
inate the campaign as yet. Mr. Cham-
berlain’s manifesto is striking, be-
cause it brushes aside the constitu-
tional question as non-existent and
concentrates on tariff reform. Herein
t is recognized that Mr. Chamber-
lain displays his old-time apacity for
going to the root of things. A year
back tariff reform would have been
a great issue, and the result, judging
by all the signs available, would not
have been doubtful, but the astute
ministers produced the budget and
scotched fiscal change for the time
being. It now remains for the Union-
ists to follow the great fiscal reform
leader and endeavor again to make
every other issue of secondary impott-
ance,

refuting the
vatives that

Liberals Laugh.

The Liberals laugh at Mr. Chamber-
lain's attempt to revive the colonial
aspect of tariff reform. They main-
tain that what started as a great
Imperial movement has become pure-
ly a domestic campaign in favor of
protection, and demand particulars of
the tariff heme which is to prevent
the dukes from paying out. They also
profess to be grateful tc those peers
who, in defending the rejection of
the budget, are helping to keep the
constitutional ue to the fore, and
jestingly declare that the Government
has postponed polling two da to ul-
low of at least one more speech from
Lord Curzon.

Mr. Balfour, speaking at Hadding-
ton, said the Unionist party were
confident in their cause. It represent-
ed the maintenance of institutions
which must be preserved and stood
for security of enterprise and the
maintenance of the fleet, while re-
fusing to draw the colonies closer the
Government had reintroduced Irish
home rule, which would be utterly
subversive to Great Brftain's position
among the nations of the world. The
Unionists also stood for fiscal reform.
He would not say. the whole difficulty
of unemployment would be solved by
tariff reform, but it would diminish
the really serious part, the unemploy-
ment of competent workmen.

Mr. George Wyndham, speaking at
Altrincham, claimed that London, the
home counties and the midlands were
for tariff reform, and it depended on
Lancashire, Cheshire and Yorkshire,
where victory should be secured

In Scotland.

Glasgow, Dec. 31.—If Britain votes
for tariff reform it will not be be-
cause of the idea that such a step
is necessary to hold the colonies lo:

p
al to the Empire. Men of all shadal 18,
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