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Early History of the Work.

THE SPIES SENT OUT.

Letter from Rev, Thomas Baldwin, who visited
the country with Dr , L avidson in 156,

In April, 1860, at the semi-annnal
meeting of the Board of Home Mis-
sions, convened at Aylmer, Oat, on
motion of Rev. Dr. Fyfe, it was resolv-
ed to appoint & deputation to visit the
North-west Territcries to look at the
country, and to write a veport of it, in
view of sending & mimionary at the
earliest poesible date, and on.recom-
mendation of Dr. Fyfe I was appointed,
and & vote was passed t0 draw on the
troasurer for the sum r quired.

Bubsequently Rev. Dr. Davidson was
also added to the deputation, and on
Jude 12th we started from Ingemoll.
After three days we reached Bt. Cloud,
in Minnesota. This wsa at that time
the end of the railrond. From this
point we took the Hudeon Bay teail
for the town of Winnipeg. Oa this
journey of ten days we met many oars-
vans of northern traders, and gained
much valuable information of the
oountry sven ag far north as York Fae-
tory, and west as far as Edmonton.
We saw but two houses where people
lived, during this space of over 400
miles. Winnipeg st that time econ-
tained but twenty-one log houses and
one small brick drog store. At that
time the whole country was open snd
uninhabited for over 40 miles east of
the town, We journeyed to Fortage Ia
Prairie, vis trail along the Assiniboine.
Here st this point we found s small
settlement and some three settlers, all
doing some trading with the Indiand.
On our journey as we neared the Lake
we encountered & band of Bioux In-
dians. They were, as [ learned, that
notorious band of murderers who com-

mitted the massacre in Northern Min- | §

nesota in 1862, They as refugees had
fled over there for protection under the
British flag.  As yet the Dominion of
Qanada had not taken possession by
the residence of any official in the
country, but nominally the Hudson
Bsy Co. were holding rule in the inter-
ests of the Dominion and of themselves.
FIRST MISSIONARY EFFORTS

Extract of a letter from Rev. A. MeDonald,
Plon: er Baptist missionary 10 the North-west.

When brethren Baldwin and David-
son eturned from the West they re-
ported stromgly in favor of haviog a
missionary undertake the work im-
mediately. Their suggestion met with
s hearty approval from the many
throughoat the churches in Ontario;
and in a short time & sufficient amount
was subscribed to sustain & missionary
for three yesrs; snd a committee was
appointed to obtain a suitable man to
undertake the work.

In the winter of 1872-8, the ‘commit-
tee’s attention was turped toward Rev.
A. McDonald, then paetor of the First
Y th and Sparta church
they urged him to go West in the
spriog and begin the work. After
peayerfal consideration, and being as-
sured of the confidence and sympathy
of the great mass of his brethren in the
ministry, Mr. McDonald consented to
the appointment, and having been
formally designated to the work public-
ly in London on Msy 20th, 1873, he set
out on the following day “for this new,
distant and wide fleld, resching Winni-
peg May 30.h, nine days after leaving
London

PASTOR A, MCDONALD, OF ¥DMOXTON.
Ploneer Baptist Misslonary to Manitoba.
Winnipeg was then s small town of

dved inhabitant

five or six b with

Preaching stati were insti d

from twelve to thirty miles out on the
prairie, and ocoasional preaching tours
were made to Portage and Palestine.
Along in the summor, as the tide of
immigration began to flow, the immi-
grant sheds afforded large ocongregs:
tions, and the grassy flats in close prox-
fmity 1o these sheds, supplied & place
of meeting, where frequently & box or
& leg constituted the pioneer's pulpit
while he told the ‘old, old story.”
This was decidedly the most encoursg-
g station occupled during that sum-
mer by Mr. MoDonald.

As the sesson advavced and the cold
sutumn oame, the filthy, cold, uncom-
fortable setool house in the town was
exchanged for a small “upper rcom;”
which was used by the Good Templars
aa & place of meeting.

BEarly in Deccmber, under the direc
tion of the Manitobs Committes, the
missionary returned to the east tospend
the winter in osuvassing the churches
in Ontario and Quebec for assistance to
bulld » place of worship, and seoure the
servioes, If possible, of & second mis-
-iunuy

REV. H, 6. MELLIOK,

Corresponding Secretary and Superintendent
of Misslons,

Long before the canvass was complet-
ed it became apparent that the means
for building the Winnipeg place of
worship were forthooming; so in the
early summer the contract was let and
sdvancement made in the building,
which was subsequently completed dur-
ing the same season.

It was not till February 7th, 1875,
that the First Baptist church of Win-

i dency of missi Beo. J.
H. B st waa the fint to occupy this
poeliion. He was followed by the late
lamented Bro. J. H. Doolittle, and he in
turn wss succeeded by our beloved Bro.
H. G. Mellick, who still bolds the helm
of our missionary ship, ia this ardoeus
and difficult position,

THE CONVENTION OF 1804,

The Thirteénth Annuyal Convention
of the Baptist Churches of Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories met with
the Fimt Baptist church, Winnipeg,
July 0th, 1804. There were about 150
delegsates and visitors present.

Extraet From Ansual Report.
THE FXTENT OF THR FIRLD.

The field keeps continually enlarging.
Our actual operations extend now from
& polot 10 miles east of Emerson tothe
Sturgeon River, 15 miles north of Bd-
monton, & distance of 1128 miles. Be-
sides this we work on nearly 1000 miles
of branch lines, There are other Hoes
open that we have not yet touched, be-
sides large country districts where they
are calling loadly for the Goapel.

INCRRASE OF POPULATION,

The population is incremsing st
rapid rate. The country s filling up
with people of various nationalities and
types of religion. There ars Germars
and Jews, Beandinavians and French,
Icelanders and Poles, Chinese andmany
other smaller bodies speaking o foreign
langusge. The United States are Aho
taking ad ge of the
offered in this country, and large num-
bers fromjthere are coming here. But
{he great bulk of the population is
from parts of the British possessions,
especially from Ontario snd Quebeo,
the Maritime Pravinces and the British
Isles. About 40,000 of the native Indians
still runuln Of religions we have re-

Tudai and; Theathent
Pmtnuntlnm and Roman Cnholldlm
and scepticierm, ard we are threatened
with “higher criticism.” The Gospel
of Christ is the p« wer of God unto sal-
vation to every one that believeth, and
upon its farthiul proclamation the des-
tiny of our country hangs.

EXCOURAGING CCXDITIONS OF THE WORK.
Notwithetanding the difficulties that
have been attendant upon the prosecu-
tion of the wcrk, its present condition
is such as to give abundant reasons to
thank God and take courage. We be-
Han that in proportion to the money
ded there is no other missionary

nipeg was organized. Its i
members, all told, numbered peven.

In October, 1876, the church at Em-
erson was organized with a member-
ship of leven,ol which Rev. D. McCaul
took the Mﬁht. he having moved
into the Gountry in 1874,

Tun the lstter part of June, 1878, Revs.
John Btewart and Alex. Warren immi-
grated into Manitoba,

The Iatter part of May, 1887, Mr. A,
C. Turner, a converted Roman Catholic

and priest, with his wife, came to Winnipeg

from the Province of Quebec. He was
ordained to the work of the ministry,
and took the oversight of the interest
at Portage 1a Prairie and High Bluff,

Dauring this year also, the church at
Winnipeg, which bitherto had been
partly sustained by friends in the east,
became self-sustaining, and the pioreer
missionary devoted his exclusive time
to the osuse in Winnipeg city.

During the year 1880, Prairie Collegs
was established at Rapid City throogh
the efforts of the late Dr. Crawfcrd, as-
sisted by Prof. G. B. Davis and others.
Daring the three years the college was
in operation its existence was not in
vain, nor was the noble, heroic self-

! | denial of Dr. Crawford and his family

for naught, as witness the churches
formed and the fields supplied with
earnest evangelioal preaching by the
principal and his students during those
years.

In the spring of 1882, the “Mission-

! sry Conventi.n of Manitoba and the

Northwest'* was organized ; and at the

‘| solicitation of the Convention Bosrd

pastor A. Modonald resigned the pastor-
ate of the Winnipeg church to enter on
more general work throughout the
province and in the east, ia bebalf of
mission interests generally.

After & few months’ loterregnum in
the Winnipeg pastorate, the services of
Rev. A. A. OCameron, fir many years
pastor in Ottawa City, were secured.

Pulrie College was ulmed and lu

muddy streets, without a ridewalk,
oaly log and lumber houses, and little
else which would indicate Ihat in
twenty-one yeszs it would present such
» respectable sppearance as it does to-

0.- enquiry only one Baptist could
be found in Winnipe3—W. R. Dick,
Eaq.

its ferrzd to Woods
and MoMaster Hall, Bludent labor
from the east was intriduced, sad amid

lochty doing an equal amount of work
in the conntry.

There bas been a marked quickening
of spiritual life in the churches and a
large ingathering of souls. About 350
persons were baptized, and 650 alto-
gether added to our churches last year,
8ix churches were organized—two Eng-
lish, two Germsn, one Indisn, one
Scandinavian. We have now 46 church-
es. Thus year by year we are forced to
advance by the onward march of the
country’s progress. When the Lord
bids us go forward and plant New Testa-
ment churches on new groucd we can-
not refuse. Who are we that we should
withstand God ?

HOUSES OF WORSHIP BUILT.

Five houses of worship have been
built the past year, makiog fourteen in
two years at a total cost of $63,000,

THE GERMAN WORK.

Oar work amongst the Germans be-
gan about eight years ago, when
Brother F. A. Petereit, our first mis-

sionary amongst them, opened & mis-
sion in Winnipeg. There were oaly
aix families cf Germans (n the city at
that time.

GERMAN BAPTIST CRURCH, WIBNIPEG,

We have in the country now over| paet

nation doing any regular mission work
amongst them but ourselves. The cir
cumstapc's in which they are at pre-
sent, make it imperative that what we
intend to do to reach them be done
soom.

We have now seven German chmuhu
and four missionaries. This whole
field is very ripe for the harvest, and
the Lord is sayivg to us: “Thrust in
thy sickle and reap.”

THE { CANDINAVIAN WORK.

A now snd important work has been
opened amongst the Boandinavians of
the country. Ii has been known to
your Board for some time that & cont id-
erable number of these people are set-
tled in this country, bul we were un-
able until recently to do arything for
them. This speivg & Boandinavian
brother named Martin Bergh was
providentially directed to ve. He held
scme seavioes in Winnipeg and a»
ohurch was organized. He then visit-
ed Calgary, where he fcund more of his
countrymen. Meetings were held with
encoursging results,  About fifteen
professed conversion., At Wetaskiwin
he found s colony of 800 families
where no missionary work is done by
soy denomination.

Bat there are others in our conntry
equally destitute, There are bands of
Indians in beathenism. In Manitoba
alone there are not less than twenty-six
bands of these people without any
Ohristian work being done amongst
them by any denomination. Thereare
nettlements of Germans snd French
and Halfbreeds whose condition is piti-
able. Ob, brethren, what shall we do?

along and make them as generous as
peesible. Time is short, “the coming
of the Lord draweth pigh.” Cannot
everyone in our churches who has tast-
ed that the Lord is gracious, do some
thing more tban we are doing for this
neglected and fast dying race?

Churches or mission circles desirous
of sending contributions of clothing
for our Indisn converts of 8t. Peter's
Reserve and the north, will plesse ad-
dress thesame to Mr. Hugh McBain,
275 Portage Avenue.

Bxrcy. Isp. Cox,

ST, PETER'S RESERVE,

We are making a little progress on
this Reserve preaching the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to these people in
our midet, and a few of those have’ pro-
fessed conversion since my retura from
the trip esst, although we have had no
additions by baptism, but some have
come and confessed that they are coth-
ing to fulfil the command.

The people sre attending our meet-
fog well in our chapel and at other
pisces, although we have our enemies
working againet us. Prafse be to God,
He is on His children's side.

W. H. Prixcs.

OUR NEEDS.

By Superintendent H. G. Melliek.

I want to empbasize partioularly the
imperstive demands of ‘our present
needs, and the bright prospect for the
work if these demands are met now. If
our hrethren fail to heed our Maocdon-
ian cry—“Come over and help us”—a
ud ploture of lort opportunities will

The day of our opp ity is closing.
The open door that God bids us enter
will s50n be shut, What we do must
be done quickly. The responsibility
of Iaying the needs of the work before
our people rests with ne. If we alto-
gether hold o. r peace in this mattex we
will not be held guiltiess. While we
plan and work let us also jray with all
prayer and supplication, making onr
requests known unto God.

H. G. MELLICK, Becretary.
INDIAN WORK. .

Our Indian work abounds with inter-
est, though it is net quite three years
and & half since we, as a denomination,
put our bcst thought into action for the
peor Indians of the Northwest.

The work had been on our hearts a
long time. Our Indian missionary, W.
H. Prince, was undoubtedly sent to us
in. soswer to prayer. He was -or-
dained a missionary to the Indians in
July, 1891, in pursuance of advioe given
by the Boaxd to the First Baptist church
‘Winnipeg. He has proved himself a
““chosen vessel’’ sent to minister to his
brethren.

Oar cfforta thus far, as most of you
know, have been di d

badow our future. Neoessity is

1sid upon us to appesl to our bretbren
for assistance.. We are unable to meet
the demaonds of the work alane. We
believe we owe it to them to lay the
facts before them, and we are persuad-
ed if we hold our peace in this matter
they will nut bold us guiltless.

1. Wx NEED MONEY.

We have s debt of about $3500.

That is & serioys burden for s little | 2%

convention to be struggling with. Our
missionaries feel it sorely. Their sala-
ries are small enough when they are
paid promptly, but when they are
compelled to pinch along at this cold
season without the promised grant
from the Board, it is teying. Tae
work Is hard even when the necessary
means are supplied.  Oar brethren in
the comforts of their Eastern homes
should not forget the missionaries in
the North-west. Part of your Ilnxu

would make them comfortable in their
work. But our present deficit isonly »
part of the money we need. Witha
desperite struggle the deficit will be
met after » time. But s large number
of our promising fields are vacant.
Organized churches with houses of
'ouhlp are pastorless, and] cutlying

par
tioularly to Bt. Petex's Reserve and the
Little Baskatchewsn.  St. Peters's Re-
serve is to the far north what Winni-
peg is to Manitoba, s distri

cted with them are

lying waste.
Must we lose now for Iack of & small
amount of money what we have

point. This mission is about 32 miles
from Winnipeg. The Gospel has
wrought & marvelous change in the
homes and lives of our converts.
Some time ago & desirable site was
for & chapel, also a dwelling
house, which has been converted intos
meeting place at & cost of $350, It will
seat 200 people comfortably. The looa
tion is all that 1d be desired

EDMONTON DAPTIST CHURCH

There are three thounssnd two hond-
red and sixty-five Indians from St.
Peoter's north along Lake Winnipeg, o
we are reaching about one-tenth of the
Indian population of the Northwest.
We have about 50000 Indians in the
o unlry.

Oar Indian work is much ia peed of
funds st present.  There is no mission
enterprise yields large returns, and to
no people are we more indebted to give
the gowpel than to oor Indians. These
faots should prompt vs to contridute
even more liberally than webave inthe

The Young People’s Booleties of cur
churches have undertaken the seating
of 8t Peter's chapel. I any society

many diffioulties and obstacles the work 30,000 0"‘:‘“ speaking people. ':':h
14314, 1 i Jad: the M. of wl n
P!‘smm at different points | SeFe are sbout 17 000 This fa only
 throughout the province. the nacleus of our G
An advanoe was also made socn after &1:0).‘?0 of lmmlpum mw‘ Iarge
the sbove events took in the in- 1o thelr

troductionof the iplan of the

There is no othu evangelioal denomi-

should be looked, or if there are
young people in any of oar chygrohes
who are not thus organized but feel dis-
posed to give, send ycur ibuti:

gained by px and toil. May the
ories of those neglected flelds awsken
the slumbering churches and individ-
uals who are withholding the Lord’s

money.

But to fill all the vacancies would
not meet all the needs or claims of the
work.

Promising new fields are ripe for
the barvest and the Lord bids us
“thrust in the sickle and resp.”
“Much will be lost if the harvest wait.”

Look at the deficit, and the old fields
unoocupied. 'How can we’ advance?
And yet if we do not advance our life
will be crushed out by the sdvancing
opposing fcroes. Last year we expend-
ed about $10.000 toaid the fields. Ats
moderate estimate we should  spend
not lees thar $20 000 annually in aid of
the work in the North-west. The
Presbyterians spend $60,000 per year
aiding their ‘missions in the West.
They have now eighty selfsupporting
circuits.

We have one missi y in the

months in the Maritime Provinoes and
Ontario and have not found one sultable
miseionsry who ¢ ffered to settle in the
Northwest. “It is too far from heme,
The winters are too ¢ 1d and the sum-
mers too hot. The flelds are too lasge
ortoo small” &o. S5 we need men.
“Oh where are the reapers

1. WE NEED MEN CALLED oF Gob To
PREACH. Men who believe the Bible is
the inspired Word of God, and who
have a deep experimental knowledge
of ita saving power acd & burning ssal
to preach it to perishing souls.

2, We xExp ¥pocatsp wmEx. The
grain grows strong in the west and »
blunt scythe makes slow and seraggy
work. No! necessary to have & B. A.
or B.E. or D. D, but an eduestion is
essential. The missionary cannot teach
what he does not know. (o) He must
Kave a good English education, (4) He
must know the Bible well. (¢) He must
know how to pray.

8. We XERD M¥¥ OF RXPERIENCR and
good jadgment. (Common sense) The
The foundstions of a mighty empive
are being laid, »nd the work ssaigned
the Baptists is important, We need
the best educated, the wisest and most
Godly men thedenominstion possesses.

4. We BEED MEN WHO ANE WILLING
to bear hardships; men with indomi-
table pers: verance who will go to stay.

When Garibaldi's bl:klu asked
what they would get sadd : “I
g:oniu you mmy & weariacme mareh,

hard battles and &
trench in the hﬂ\lcﬂold for  grave,
lbd more than he needed voluoteered.

Christ wants volunteers for the wont,
who will ssy “Here am L send me™
and who will say “Here is the money,
go?™

8. AWE NEED AN EVANELIST,

One of the New Tistament order ; one
who will do for the North-west what
Isa. Wallace has done for the Maritime
Provinces. Stay by the work year
after year until his old age is erowned
with glory. The fields are white for
the harveat.

4. WE NEED THE SYMPATHY AND

This

cmly The nervousstrain s
5:-« nd money osanct upbold the
d ephit. “Prayer moves the
srm that moves the world” Pray,
brethren, pray.

REV A GRANT PASTUR WINKNIPEG CHURCH
A LOVE FEAST,

The following {t«m fr. m the Winni-
peg Tribune will give an idea of the
yariety of missionary work we have ia
the West :

“Last night & rather uniqie enter-
tainment was held in the North-west
Bptist Mission Rooms. It was origi-
nated by the Rav. Mc. Bargn, pastor of
the Winnipey Scandinavian Bantist
church, and was termed & *Love
Feast.” The gathering, which filled
the room, was made up of Coristians of
all denominatiove aod nearly all
nationalities in the city. The -pro-
Emme consisted of addresses by Rev,

Bergh whoacted as chajrman, and
spoke Scandinavian aud Englwh; Mr.
Jobaneon in the Swedisn wngae, Rev.
Mr. Linderman in Norwegian, Mr.
Thnibedean in Fr 'nch, Mr. Johsson Ice-
Iandic, Miss Lind in Danish, Mr,
White, who has charge of the Jewish
work, on behalfl of the Jews, and
Mesars, Marcoit and Clarke in English.
There were soli s by Mes. SBandgren snd
Mr. White; duets by Mesers, White
and son, Misses Larsen and Lind, with
[.ul sr asccmpaniment; Mrs, Sandgren

Miss Lind, and atrio by the Misses
anwn and Miss Campbell. Re-

midst of a district of 17,000 Menno-
pites; four missionaries amongst over
80,000 German speaking people,
amongst whom no other evangelioal
denomination is doing any  rigular
mission work ; one miesionary amengst
thousands of Boandinavians; one In-
dian and one white missionary amongst
40000 Indisns; only 23 amongst the
English speaking populstion in a terri-
tory more than three times as Iarge as
the three Maritime Provinoces.

We heve no missionary amongst
neazly 10,000 Icelandess ; none amongst
the thcutands (probably 15000) of
French and Halfbreeds.

We must have movey. -

OCannot some friend send a i

ts were served duriog the
evening. An opportunity was also
given to the (riends present to offer tes-
timonies, and a numb:r availed them-
selves of the privilege. The coneregs-
tion also joined in singitg & number of
gospel hymos. The very plossant
«vening was closed by ‘the company
jolvieg hands nnd ungh,, ‘B est. be
the tiv tha blm" HGM

Representatives of Maaitebs Micsions In
the Maritime Proviooss.
NovaScotis Eaatern —O. B. Whidden,
Esq, Antigonish, N. 8.

Nova Bootia Central -~ Rev. D. G. Mo»
Domald, Bul{u N.8
Nova Bootia Western—Rev. W. H.,

Jenkins. Grassville, N. 8

Waw Beurswick Southern—~Rov. J. A,
wdoa, 8t. Jobn, N. B.

Now hnnunck We-urn Rev.J. D,

Freeman, !uderimn‘ N.B.

at onoe to this great massion?
2. WR NEED MORE MISSIONARIES.

1 have lled for the past three

New B —Rev. W
Camp, Hillsboro, N B.
Pe Edward Islaod—Rev. C. W

Corey, Charlottetown, P, E. 1.




