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Lines that have been tabooed by wom-
en for three or four years are again
making themselves conspicuous in
fashionable feminine figures. Straight
fronts are a little less straight, walsts
assume a decided French curve, and the
Jow bust is no longer low, but has ralsed
itselt so that the effect is almost of the
old-fashioned figure. This change in the
feminine outline is due, so it is said, to
the innate fondness of women for trim,
slender walsts, and even the average
woman had to increase the size of her
waist measure considerably when she
wore one of the modern corsets.

The straight front corset was designed
specially for the improvement of the
stout woman's figure, and her slighter
sisters wore it because the cut made
very little difference with her bust,while
it did impart that longed-for perpendic-
ular line from there to the hem of her
gkirt. This was all very well for the
stout woman, whose appearance was
vastly improved by the manner in which
she elevated her abdomen and dropped
the avoirdupois above. She could be
belted, strapped and cinched into a
harness without any great discomfort
and look all the better for the struggle,
although her waist measure was in-
creased by the operation by at least
two or three inches. Any stout woman
could afford to add a little there In or-
der to take away from other points. - It
was a different story for the thin wom-
an, however, and after three or four
years of straight and high busts she has
at last declared that these are not for

hysicilans were interviewed
when the straight front first came on
the scene, and the majority agreed that,
hygienically, it was a vast improvement
over anything in the corset line that
women had ever worn. They even
stamped the abdominal elevation with
their approval, saying that the corset
supphe{? a support and bandage that
was better in a way than anything they
could give women to wear. And some
of them insisted that’it was impossible
for a woman to injure herself by lifting
her abdomen if she followed ordinary
rules. This certainly was strong com-
mendation, but with all the good that
the straight front did it had one very
bad feature for which the slender wom-
an could not possibly stand. It increased
her waist measure to such an extent
thet she felt she was losing all her at-
«raotive trimness. That she did n in
e waist is all too true. Physically this
was saxl to be to her advantdge, and
much was said and written about the
gwoa effects of Jung and diaphragm ex-
wansion. This did not console her for
Tne loms of her pretty walistline.
flendsr women outnumber stout ones
bvw a big majority, and hence it is that
when slender ones decide that fashion
shall change to suit them there is noth-
ing left for the rest of her kind to do
but make the best of the bargain. Now
_ it is just as easy for a slim woman to
“4aave a low bust line with an ordinary
comstt as it is with an exaggerated
straight front, and with the former the
waist can be pulled in snugly at least
two or three inches more than with the
corset that has an unimpressionable
front line. This is in direct contradic-
tion to what one of our best-known
women doctors said sometime.ago when
discussing the good and features
of straight-front corsets. At the time
she was quoted as expressing satisfac-
tion in the modern stays, that let the
walist follow nature’s lines to a
greater extent, and she rejoicel in the
Ltact that never

her.
Scores of

again would womey be | styles.

able to lace themselves in as they did |
several years ago. She went so far as
to state that it would be quite impossible |
for women to ever get their waists back
to their former size, no matter how
hard they struggled with the laces.
Flesh, bone and muscles would have
fortified themselves during their days of
freedom, and slender waists would be a
thing of the past. In some cases this
may be true, but there are a good many
slender women who are willing to make
the effort, some having already done
g0, tp get back the tiny waist, of which
they were so proud once upon a time.
The nigher bust is a result of the re-
vival of the ~mall-waisted corset, and is |
partly du%nto the introduction of 1880

skirts are ridiculous with

pouter-pigeon figures. There must be a
decided curve in at the walst in order
to give the proper effect, and when
bodices are gathered and shirred over
long, drooping shoulders, and then
brought in snugly to the figure below
the bust, they must fit over a corset
that is modeled on different lines from
that of the popular straight front. Many
of the newest gown re supplied with
very wide belts, which look extremely
bad and bulky if they are fitted so that
they are perpendicular in the front and
very nearly so at the sides. So the
slender woman decided to go_ back to
the lines that were fashionable a few
years ago, but not to attempt the
squeezing that was never pretty or at-
tractive.
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Some corsetleres affirmed that it would
be utterly Impossible to accomplish a
smaller circumference and not ruin the
figure, which had cost them and madam
80 much trouble to secure, and besides
they disliked the thoughts of altering
the feminine form divine when clad in
all its apparel. One and all demurred
at the idea of giving even a slight
curve to the walist, but when fashion-
able women first suggested, then stout-
ly insisted, there was nothing left for
the corsetiere to do but acgquiesce and
make the best of what she considered a
bad situation. They deplored, most of
all, the lifting of the bust, for they con-
ceived immedlately the hard feeling it
would create among stout women, and
as most of their customers are of that
build it meant increased troubles for
them. The thin woman finally won out
and from an almost imperceptible curve
in the waist of her corset she has
achieved a very marked qne, at the
same time gradually raising the front
of her corset until the one that is fav-
ored by her kind now is high in front,
much like the old fashioned affairs that
were long ago discarded. As a matter
of fact there Is a world of difference be-
tween the old corsets and the new when
they are carefully examined, for the
modern woman has been so well edu-
cated mentally and physically that she
would not spoil the good work accom-
plished by years of golf and athletic
exercises for a good deal.

There is one great advantage in the
attempt to decrease the size of the
waist which makes the task easier than
would seem possible at first. All the
outdoor exereise to which women have
devoted themselves of late has had a
tendency to broaden their chests and
dlaphragms, their shoulders and backs
so that a comparatively small walist
looks much smaller on acrount of the
greater breadth above. With narrow
shoulders and hips it was by no means
easy to pull the waist in till it looked
slender. A woman who two or three
years ago wore a 23 inch belt gradually
et it out to 25 or six, but her shoulders
and chest were Increasing in the same
proportion. Now that fashion demands

a little less mid-circumference, a part of
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that increasé can be taken away and
the waist will look even smaller than it
did before her shoulders broadened.
There is very little to be sald against
the revived style so long as the lungs
and abdomen are not compressed, too,
for the figure can be pulled in just at
the waist line without producing any
serious effects. It was utterly impos-
sible to lace under the straight front
laws. No matter how eagerly and as-
siduously a woman worked to decrease
the size of her waist with a straight
front corset she was® never successful.
In the first place the corsets were cut
large at that point, and then the mo-
ment the laces were brought together
in an attempt to lessen the waist meas-
ure .the corset began to ride up in an
extremely uncomfortable fashion. When
kept in its proper place the laces could
be pulled in just so much, but not a

fraction of an inch more. The waist
had to be left as the corset designer in-
tended it to be, and this did not alto-
gether suit some women.

Periodically we expect to have changes
in the clothing of the fair sex, as well
as in their general outline, and as the
straight front, with its large waist and
low bust, has had a long and successful
relgn, it is only an anticipated condi-
tion that something newer will be
brought forward to take the place of the
old and tried. This much can be said
in favor of the small-waisted corset—it
gives a trimmer appearance to the slen-
der figure. What stout women are going
to do about it is not definitely known as,
vet, but they will probably make a great
effort to cinch themselves into .smaller
corsets, and then we must Iook for the

reappearance of large abdomens and
protruding busts.

Indian Basket Notes.

of many of our smgrtest women busy
just now and the wdrks of art that are
turned out by some or these adepts at
plaiting puzzle even the experts on such
matters. In the Western States clubs
have been formed for the sole purpose
of learning the various weaves of grass
for which different Indian tribes are
noted and side by side with the genuine
receptagcles woven by lithe dark fingers
will be duplicates done by young women
who reproduce every detail of pattern
and shape.

For the summer months basket clubs
are far - more popular with certain
cliques than bridge and euchre gather-
ings, and instead of studying the best
plays to make with cards those who do
not care to do the actual weaving but
like to learn something about Indian
basket language spend the time reading

Rafla weaving is ?eeplng the fingers

up on it. These young women know the
exact value of a Klikitat or a Fraser
River basket the Instant they set eyes
on one, and the barga:ns that are pulled
off between these learned persons and
some of the squaws—for a few are still
ignorant of the fletitious value put upon
thelr handiwork—would make a basket
collector envious. It must be said, how-
ever, that there are very few Indians
left who are not eager to ask double
what they should for their baskets. So
great is the demand for these curios
by KEastern travelers, who are willing
to pay almost any price for a fine speci-
men basket that the inhabitants of the
Indian basket regions are beginning to
resent what they consider ignorant in-

: any but ornamental purposes.

terference.

Among the commoner baskets that |
collectors are seeking are those made |
by the Klikitat tribe of the coast and |

those of the Aleutian Islands off the
coast of Alaska. Both of these styles
are growing very rare and in a few
years it is thought there will be very
few to be had at any price. It would
be difficult to find two weaves of bas-
kets more widely different than these
of the Klikitats and Aleutians. The
former are a sturdy weave, perfectly
water tight, and on account of their
firmness are much in demand for waste
aper baskets. On a light ground there
8 usually some design arranged in
diagonal lines or perhaps there will be
a series of arrows with the tips pointing
uward and the rows converging at the
top. Stripes and decorations are done
in dark brown grass. The sides of these
baskets grow wider as they near the
top and in the later ones a fancy bind-
ing of heavy grass loops adds much to
their decorative charm. Old Klikitat
baskets were straight around the upper
edge and from use as well as age these
have assumed a rich brown tint that is
wonderfully attractive to one who
knows something about Indian baskets.
A great many Eastern people are pick-
ing up baskets of various weaves to
decorate their dens and studios with
next winter. It is far more interesting
and satisfactory to secure them directly
from the Indians themselves when it is
possible, and those who have the genu~
ine appreciation are eager to find bas-
kets that have been used a good deal.
Of course, the layers of dirt and grime
found in these have to be cleaned oft
and for this purpose collectors recom-
mend a good bath and scrubbing with
naphtha, then another with soap and
water, and when the basket has dried
ituls given a rubbing with boiled linseed
o

Aleutian baskets are made of a
wonderfully filne grass that is as dell-
cate as it looks. For this reason this
variety of basket is never securedegr

e
foundation color is a deep yellow and
there is generally a wide border or
irregular design around the sides
done in bright colored grasses that
are said to be vegetable dyes. The
baskets look lacy and delicate, quite
the opposgite of the firmly woven
Klikitat, but if one has the chance to
get a specimen of each it would be a
wise investment.

As aids to those who desire to copy
Indians’ basketry, books of directions
are published. Club beginners follow
these rules minutely at first until
they get the knack of weaving and
shaping and then they branch out
with patterns of their own.

Apache placques and war baskets
are stunning for den and studio deco-
ration, and as these are scarce, too, it
is considered a great piece of luck to
run across one that has been woven
and used by the Indians.

For summer houses nothing more
decorative and useful could be found
than a lot of these Indian baskets.
Flowers look beautiful in them and
these can be hung on the walls, set
on the piazzza or tables and no mat-
ter how they are treated will still
keep a good shape and color if they
are of a substantial weave.

Pillows and mats made of Hawalian
grasses and woven by the natives
over there are muchisought after for
summer piazzas. They are not very
expensive and are so cool that for the
purpose they are ideal The mats
come in difféerent sizes, ranging from
small srLuares to long pieces that can
be used®for curtains, rugs or couch
covers. lLike the pillows, they are
woven of grasses in light tan or dark
brown and the colors form very
effective plaids and stripes. Fancy
what a stunning roof garden or sum-
mer house one could have with plenty
of these mats and pillows, sedarls
and wicker furniture. The very
thought of all this coolness and com-
fort is enough to take several degrees
off the registered heat.

Rafia Hats.

This seasonrafia hats are being woven
in a newer and prettier style than they
were last year. The grags is knotted in
an open fancy pattern, and afterwards
shaped into turbans or broad-brimmed
placques. Field flowers, such as daisies,
bachelor buttons, ragged saflors and
popples, are very effective for trim-
ming on rafia. The bright shades are
so well setoff against the deep yellow of
the Madagascar grass. Bags for shop-
ping are one of the rafia fads of tha
times. These are woven over books for
small receptacles, and look lacy and
cpen. Larger bags are convenient for
carrying flowers or parcels. It is a cu-
rious fact that a great many of these
odd little fads originate in the West,
and eventually make their way to the
citles of the East. Rafia hats, bead
belts, Natsukl purses and lots of other
quaint notions first gained popularity
on the Pacific Coast. -
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